
Event:  Organizing Instruction and Study to Improve Student Learning (1.2.97) 

Location:  Delaware State University, Longwood Auditorium, Bank of America Building, DuPont 

Highway, Dover, DE 

Date:  January 19, 2010 

Agenda: 

8:30AM – 9:00AM: Registration and Check In 

9:00AM – 9:30AM: Working Breakfast 

Facilitated by Frank Livoy, REL Mid-Atlantic & REL Mid-Atlantic LESs 

During this session, participants, in small groups, will review the IES levels of evidence 

used within the practice guides and describe the types of research identified as having 

strong, moderate and low evidence; identifying specific examples. Discussions within the 

small groups, related to the levels of evidence, will then be facilitated by an LES. This 

session allows for participants to familiarize themselves with the levels of evidence used 

throughout the IES Practice Guides in advance of the formal presentation. 

9:30AM – 10:00AM: Welcome & Overview of REL Mid-Atlantic 

Harry Williams, Provost, Delaware State University 

Howard Weinberg, Executive Director, Delaware State Education Association 

Claudia Burzichelli, Senior Partner, REL Mid-Atlantic 

10:00AM – 10:10AM: What Works Clearinghouse Overview 

Frank Livoy, Laboratory Extension Specialist, REL Mid-Atlantic 

During this time, Frank Livoy will provide participants with a background on the 

development of WWC Practice Guides, a description of the structure used to organize the 

guides, as well as a reiteration of the levels of evidence used throughout the series.  

10:10AM – 10:30AM: Break 

10:30AM – 12:00PM: Organizing Instruction and Study to Improve Student Learning 

Dr. Hal Pashler, University of California, San Diego 

12:00PM – 1:00PM: Small Group Discussions (Working Lunch) 

Facilitated by REL Mid-Atlantic Laboratory Extension Specialists & Dr. Hal Pashler, 

University of California, San Diego 

At each table, a facilitator (Lab Extension Specialist and/or faculty member of Delaware 

State University Education Department) will guide participants in a discussion of one 



specific recommendation from the practice guide: what is the research supporting it, what 

are examples of its implementation at their own schools/districts, what new insights did 

the presentation bring to their understanding, and what further questions do they have 

about the research and/or recommendations.     

 

In order to broaden the pool of experience referred to during this session, each participant 

will be asked to sit with fellow educators they do not regularly work with. These 

heterogeneous groups will be arranged in advance using registration information 

provided by the participants. The goal of the group arrangements will be to allow 

individuals from distinct schools, districts, and positions to share experiences and insights 

related to the Practice Guide recommendations.   

 

Facilitators will record participants’ responses, guide the dialog to be sure to keep it 

focused on that recommendation and the guiding questions, and make sure each 

participant has equal access to the dialog.  They will pass on to the event organizers 

questions about the research that participants raise during lunch for some response either 

at the final reflection period or in the event’s notes that will be available to all 

participants afterward. 

 

1:00PM – 2:00PM: Small Group Discussion 

Facilitated by REL Mid-Atlantic Laboratory Extension Specialists 

The goal for this session is to identify ways of implementing the recommendations, 

discussing challenges with the strategies, and identifying/addressing questions about the 

research and recommendations in the practice guide.  This will be accomplished through 

the use of more homogeneous groups than used during the preceding session, allowing 

participants to report back to their own school or district groups information gained 

during the working lunch. During this session, participants will focus on the development 

of implementation strategies relevant to their own particular context, working with others 

in attendance from their school or district. 

The groups used during this session will be developed using participants’ registration 

information, with a focus on including participants from the same school, district, or 

position in each group. 

In small groups, facilitators will engage participants in discussions relative to the 

recommendations from the practice guide and group discussions, help the participants 

understand the value of the research-based recommendations, and share their experiences 

and concerns related to the implementation of the recommendations. This will provide 

time to think about and share the values and concerns of the recommendations and 

consider group strategies to implement the practice guide’s recommendations in their 

own practice. 

2:00PM – 3:00PM: Large Group Presentations/Discussion 

Facilitated by Frank Livoy, Laboratory Extension Specialist, REL Mid-Atlantic 



In a full group session, the small groups from the working lunch will present the salient 

points of their discussions as LESs record the points on chart paper and facilitate 

additional discussion between groups. Frank Livoy and Dr. Pashler will serve to 

reiterate points reflecting the practice guide recommendations and redirect and correct 

any misinterpretations of the recommendations. 

3:00PM – 3:30PM: Wrap-up and Next Steps 

Claudia Burzichelli, Senior Partner, REL Mid-Atlantic 

At the conclusion of the large group discussion, Claudia Burzichelli, on behalf of the 

Center for Teaching and Learning at Delaware State University will request that all 

participants take the time to complete an evaluation form, providing feedback related to 

the event through a combination of likert scale and open ended questions. She will then 

provide summary remarks, recapping the discussions that took place over the course of 

the event and reminding participants of the resources available from IES, the WWC, and 

the Regional Educational Lab network. 


