
CONNECTING WITH PARENTS ABOUT EARLY 
WARNING SYSTEMS: TIPS AND RESOURCES 
FOR STATE EDUCATION AGENCIES 

The Learning Series on Early Warning Systems is a coordinated 
set of technical assistance activities conducted by the 10 Regional 
Educational Laboratories. 

AGENDA 
September 13, 2016 
2:30 p.m. to 3:30 p.m. ET 

Goals 

• Discuss the challenges, successes, and importance of communicating with parents about early
warning systems (EWS).

• Explore strategies and tools for state education agencies (SEAs) to communicate effectively with
parents.

• Explore how SEAs can communicate with parents about the data included in early warning
systems and how student privacy is protected.

2:30 p.m. Welcome and introduction to the webinar platform by Emily Loney, lead for the 
REL Midwest Dropout Prevention Research Alliance. 

2:35–2:50 p.m. Protecting Student Privacy 
Paige Kowalski, executive vice president, Data Quality Campaign, will discuss 
ways to communicate with parents about using education data and will share 
resources from the Data Quality Campaign.  

Resources she will discuss: 
• What Every Parent Should Be Asking About Education Data and Privacy: This

resource helps parents ask questions about the value of education data and 
how student privacy is ensured. 

• Why Education Data: This provides an overview of what student data is,
who uses student data, and how data can work for all students. 

2:50–3:05 p.m. Strategies to Engage Parents with Early Warning Systems Data 
Dr. Susan Therriault, principal researcher at American Institutes for Research 
(AIR), will discuss state efforts to develop EWS and manage access to student-
level EWS data. Dr. Therriault will provide information about strategies for 
sharing EWS data, and will provide examples of reports designed for sharing 
aggregate and individual student EWS data with parents and guardians. 

3:05–3:15 p.m. Early Warning System Video 
Sarah Rand, a communications consultant with REL Midwest, will share a new 
REL Midwest video that states can use to inform parents about EWS. She will 
discuss strategies that SEA staff can use to engage parents with this resource, 
including social media, e-mail, websites, connecting to SEA staff, departments, 
and existing initiatives.  

http://dataqualitycampaign.org/resource/every-parent-asking-education-data-privacy/
http://dataqualitycampaign.org/why-education-data/


The Learning Series on Early Warning Systems is a coordinated 
set of technical assistance activities conducted by the 10 Regional 
Educational Laboratories.

3:15–3:25 p.m. Question-and-Answer Session 

3:25–3:30 p.m. Concluding Remarks 

This event is sponsored by REL Midwest.  
REL Midwest is funded by the U.S. Department of Education’s Institute of Education Sciences.
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