
 

  
     

  
  

                 
        

  
          

           
     

  
     

  
     

                       
       

  
          

                 
     

  
          

           
        

  
              

                               
  

     
  

     
                       

                    
  

         
          

  
             

                               
  

     
  

Bridge Event
 
AGENDA
 

Teaching Academic Content and  Literacy to  English  Learners in  

Elementary and  Middle School
 

Thursday,  November 6, 2014 
9:00  a.m. – 3:00  p.m. ET 
Hartford, Connecticut 

8:30–9:00  a.m. Registration 

9:00–9:20  a.m. Welcome,  Overview,  and  Introductions 
Dr.  Maria-‐Paz  Avery, Facilitator, English Language Learners Alliance (ELLA), REL 
Northeast  & Islands 

9:20–10:00  a.m. Keynote Presentation 
Overview of Practice Guide, Recommendations 1–2 
Dr.  Michael Kieffer 

10:00–10:10 a.m. Q&A 
Dr. Michael Kieffer 
Moderated by Dr.  Maria-‐Paz  Avery 

10:10–10:40 a.m. Table  Discussions and Reports 
ELLA Core Planning Group members and REL Northeast  & Islands staff 

10:40–10:55  a.m.   Break 

10:55–11:35  a.m. Keynote  Presentation 
Overview of Practice Guide, Recommendations 3 and 4 
Dr.  C. Patrick Proctor, Associate Professor, Boston College 

11:25–11:35  a.m. Q&A 
Dr.  C. Patrick Proctor 

11:35 a.m.  – 12:05  p.m.   Table  Discussions  and Reports 
ELLA Core Planning Group members and REL Northeast  & Islands staff 

12:05–1:00  p.m.   Lunch 



 

  
        

     
                                

                          
                             

                            
        

  
                          
                                

                                
                                

                          
                          
            

                    
  
              
                                   

                               
                                            

                                
                                      

     
                 
  
                             

  
                             

                             
                          
                             
  

            
  

          
                               

  
     

     
  

1:00–2:15  p.m.  

2:15–2:45  p.m.  

2:45–3:00  p.m.  

Breakout Sessions 
Building Academic  Vocabulary 
This session will explore in further depth those instructional strategies that  provide 
English Learners with opportunities to acquire the grade-‐appropriate general 
academic and domain-‐specific vocabulary they need to access the academic 
content  covered in schools and to use such language accurately. 
Presenters: Michael Kieffer 

Building Oral and Written Language Skills 
The Common Core State Standards set  the expectation that  all students will 
develop skills in analytic writing to support  their opinions, arguments, and claims 
with evidence from texts. This session will explore instructional strategies to 
support  the development  of written language skills not  just  for the presentation of 
personal reflections but  more importantly to interpret  and analyze newly learned 
concepts and skills. 
Presenters: C. Patrick Proctor and Maria  Brisk 

Language Access and Mathematics 
For middle grade mathematics teachers of English learners, the challenges in 
adopting the Common Core Mathematics Standards can seem magnified. This 
session will focus on (1) applying research in cognitive science, (2) the use of visual 
representations, such as tape diagrams, number lines, and geometric drawings, and 
(3) the integrated use of a  set  of language access and production strategies, such as 
sentence frames. 
Presenters: Mark Driscoll and Johanna  Nikula 

Integrated Tiered Instructional Strategies for Literacy and English Language 
Development 
This session will present  integrated tiered instructional strategies used at  a dual 
language school in Boston, Massachusetts. Presenters will describe their core 
instructional program and how they structure and provide supplemental 
interventions for students who struggle with literacy and English language 
development. 
Presenters: Sara  Zrike 

Bringing It  Home 
ELLA Core Planning Group members and REL Northeast  & Islands staff 

Closing  and  Evaluation 
Dr. Maria-‐Paz  Avery 




