
Agenda for July 27th 
Understanding the Evidence; Impact Evaluation of the US Department of Education’s Student 
Mentoring Program 
 
Opening to the day 9:00-9:30 AM 
Introduction of the researchers, and an outline of the day’s activities. 
 
9:30 to 10:30 AM Initial Randomized Control Trial Research conducted on School Based Mentoring 
This session will give participants a background on previous RCT research conducted on School 
Based Mentoring. This session will be conducted by Carla Herrera, Ph.D., is a Senior Policy Researcher 
for Public/Private Ventures and Michael Karcher, Ph.D., Ed.D., is Professor in the College of Education 
and Human Development at University of Texas-San Antonio. The research work of Herrera, and 
Karcher is cited in the Executive Summary of the “Impact Evaluation of the US Department of 
Education’s Student Mentoring Program”, March 2009. This introductory presentation will give the 
audience; mentoring practitioners, who have varied backgrounds, a reference point for 
understanding Dr. Bernstein’s presentation and the context for his research.  
 
Bios 
Carla Herrera, Ph.D., is a Senior Policy Researcher for Public/Private Ventures, a national non-profit 
research and policy organization. Dr. Herrera has conducted numerous studies and written 
influential reports on various types of mentoring programs. She directed a recent national, multi-
site, randomized controlled trial of Big Brothers Big Sisters school-based mentoring programs and is 
currently working with Big Brothers Big Sisters of America to enhance their school-based mentoring 
model.   
 
Michael Karcher, Ph.D., Ed.D., is Professor in the College of Education and Human Development 
at University of Texas-San Antonio. He is an expert on cross-age peer mentoring in schools. He 
recently published his “Study of Mentoring in the Learning Environment (SMILE),” a randomized, 
controlled trial of school-based mentoring in conjunction with Communities in Schools. Dr. Karcher 
is the author of numerous articles on mentoring in school settings, and he is co-editor of the 
Handbook of Youth Mentoring.  
 
 
10:30-10:45 AM Break 
 
10:45-Noon “Impact Evaluation of the US Department of Education’s Student Mentoring Program”, 
March 2009, Presented by Lawrence Bernstein PhD. From Abt.,   
Lawrence Bernstein will make a presentation of this most recent School Based Mentoring Impact 
Evaluation.  
 
Lunch Noon to 1:00 PM Panel Presentation “Understanding Research in Mentoring” Working Lunch 
Because the audience for this EEP event will be mentoring practitioners, they may or may not have 
and education background. This panel presentation and the support of the researchers in facilitating 
small groups will help the audience gain a better understanding of research and how to become a 
consumer of educational research.  
The panel presentation will include the following mentoring researchers:  
 



David DuBois, Ph.D., is a Professor in the Division of Community Health Sciences in the School of 
Public Health at the University of Illinois—Chicago. He has authored many studies on youth 
mentoring, including a meta-analytic review on the effectiveness of youth mentoring 
programs. He is co-editor of the landmark Handbook of Youth Mentoring. Professor DuBois co-
chaired the National Research Summit on Mentoring and co-authored the National Research 
Agenda for Youth Mentoring. Currently, he is conducting NIH-funded research on the GirlPOWER! 
program and is a WT Grant Distinguished Fellow in residence at Big Brothers Big Sisters of America.  
 
Thomas Keller, Ph.D., is the Duncan and Cindy Campbell Professor for Children, Youth, and 
Families with an Emphasis on Mentoring and Director of the Summer Institute on Youth Mentoring 
in the School of Social Work at Portland State University. His research investigates the 
development and influence of mentoring relationships in both school and community settings 
and the role of parent involvement in mentoring interventions. His projects have been funded by 
NIMH and the Spencer Foundation. Prior to earning his Ph.D., he worked for several years with a 
Big Brothers Big Sisters affiliate in Seattle as a caseworker, supervisor, and program director. 
 
Andrea Taylor, Ph.D., is Director of Training in the Center for Intergenerational Learning, Clinical 
Assistant Professor in the College of Health Professions—Department of Public Health, and Senior 
Research Associate in the Institute for Survey Research at Temple University. She has authored 
several publications on intergenerational mentoring as an approach to promoting positive youth 
development and preventing substance abuse and school failure. Dr. Taylor is the developer of 
Across Ages, an intergenerational mentoring program that has been designated as an evidence-
based model in the National Registry of Effective Program Practices and has been widely 
replicated.    
 
Marc Wheeler is Vice President for Programs at Big Brothers Big Sisters of Alaska. He currently is a 
WT Grant Distinguished Fellow studying research on youth mentoring and developing modes for 
integrating research into practice. He is conducting a survey on the use of research in youth 
mentoring programs and working with colleagues to prepare a guidebook for practitioners 
interested in evidence-based decision making.   
 
1:00 -1:45 PM Understanding the Research  
Practitioners will be in groups with one of the researchers facilitating the conversation of the tables. 
Participants will be encouraged to develop a question regarding the research presented by Dr. 
Lawrence Bernstein.  
 
1:45-2:15 PM Researchers will answer questions that the tables have considered 
 
 2:15-2:30 PM Break 
 
2:30 to 3:15 PM Implications for Practice 
Practitioners will meet once again in groups and discuss the implications of the research evidence for 
their practice. This will be facilitated by the researchers.  
 
3:15-4:00 PM Closing and Lessons Learned 
Final Q and A with Lawrence Bernstein and closing comments.   
 



 


