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Issues & Answers is an ongoing series of reports from short-term Fast Response Projects conducted by the regional educa
tional laboratories on current education issues of importance at local, state, and regional levels. Fast Response Project topics
change to reflect new issues, as identified through lab outreach and requests for assistance from policymakers and educa
tors at state and local levels and from communities, businesses, parents, families, and youth. All Issues & Answers reports
meet Institute of Education Sciences standards for scientifically valid research.
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This report was prepared for the Institute of Education Sciences (IES) under Contract ED-06-CO-0014 by Regional Edu
cational Laboratory West administered by WestEd. The content of the publication does not necessarily reflect the views or
policies of IES or the U.S. Department of Education nor does mention of trade names, commercial products, or organiza
tions imply endorsement by the U.S. Government.
This report is in the public domain. While permission to reprint this publication is not necessary, it should be cited as:
White, M.E., Makkonen, R., and Stewart, K.B. (2009). A multistate review of professional teaching standards (Issues &
Answers Report, REL 2009–No. 075). Washington, DC: U.S. Department of Education, Institute of Education Sciences,
National Center for Education Evaluation and Regional Assistance, Regional Educational Laboratory West. Retrieved from
http://ies.ed.gov/ncee/edlabs.
This report is available on the regional educational laboratory web site at http://ies.ed.gov/ncee/edlabs.
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REL 2009–No. 075

A multistate review of professional
teaching standards
This review of teaching standards in six
states—California, Florida, Illinois, North
Carolina, Ohio, and Texas—focuses on the
structure, target audience, and selected
content of the standards to inform Cali
fornia’s revision of its teaching standards.
The report was developed at the request
of key education agencies in California.
California is revising its state teaching stan
dards. This report, developed at the request of
key education agencies in California, provides
an overview of the teaching standards in five
states—Florida, Illinois, North Carolina, Ohio,
and Texas—purposefully selected to inform
California’s revision process. California’s cur
rent teaching standards are also reviewed as
a point of comparison. The review focuses on
the structure and target audience of the states’
teaching standards, as well as on selected con
tent. Three questions guided the research:
•

What is the target group of teachers for the
teaching standards?

•

What is the structure of the teaching
standards?

•

To what extent do the state teaching
standards address instruction of English
language learner students, instruction of
students with disabilities, use of education

technology, and instruction in the context
of accountability and student learning
standards?
Key findings of the review, which entailed
examining each state’s teaching standards and
supporting documents, include the following:
•

California, Florida, Illinois, North
Carolina, and Ohio have developed their
teaching standards to cover all teachers,
from beginning to experienced. Texas has
developed its teaching standards expressly
for beginning teachers.

•

California, Illinois, and North Carolina
each has one set of teaching standards that
applies to all teachers. Teaching standards
in Florida are differentiated by teachers’
career levels and in Ohio by teachers’
performance levels. Texas has 50 differ
ent sets of teaching standards, generally
organized by content area and grade span.
However, one of them, the pedagogy and
professional responsibilities standards
(EC-12), applies to all beginning teachers
from early childhood education through
grade 12. This set is similar to the other
state teaching standards reviewed for this
study in content and purpose and thus is
the set on which this report focuses when
discussing Texas.
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•

The professional teaching standards docu
ments reviewed for this report vary in
length between 4 pages (North Carolina)
and 32 pages (Florida), and the number
of teaching standards in each document
ranges from 4 (Texas) to 12 (Florida).

•

The states’ teaching standards address
instruction of English language learner
students through the following topics: rec
ognition or support of diversity (5 states),
differentiation of instruction for Eng
lish language learner students (5 states),
knowledge of related theory or strategies
(4 states), communication with students
and families (3 states), assessment of
students’ language status and development
(2 states), and selection of related materi
als or curricula (1 state).

•

•

Instruction of students with disabilities
is addressed through several topics in the
state teaching standards reviewed for this
report: differentiated instruction (5 states),
inclusion (4 states), collaboration with
Individualized Education Program teams
and other stakeholders (4 states), students’
rights (3 states), patterns or styles of learn
ing (2 states), identification of students
with disabilities (2 states), teachers’ at
titudes and self-assessment (1 state), and
assessment of students with disabilities
(1 state).
The use of technology in the classroom
was addressed through the following
topics: effective integration into instruc
tion (6 states), conventions for accessing
or managing information (4 states), use
of technology to assess students (3 states),
identification of technology and evaluation

of its instructional value (3 states), teach
ers’ demonstration of competence with
or interest in technology (3 states), use
of assistive technology for students with
disabilities (2 states), and use of technol
ogy for collaboration or communication
(2 states).
•

The teaching standards considered ac
countability and student learning stan
dards through four topics: teachers’
knowledge and understanding of state
learning standards (4 states), use of learn
ing standards to plan instruction (3 states),
delivery of standards-based instruction
(3 states), and assessment of students’
progress toward meeting the state learning
standards (3 states).

Collectively, the six sets of state teaching stan
dards reviewed offer various options for broad
consideration, such as structure and target
groups of teachers. They also offer specific
details on issues and topics emphasized and
on language choices. Individual state profiles,
available online at www.wested.org, include
extensive excerpts from the teaching stan
dards documents. The excerpts are generally
organized according to the issues and topics
outlined in this overview, as a reference.
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