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The New Century High Schools Initiative
Effectiveness No studies of the New Century High Schools Initiative that fell within the scope of the Dropout Prevention review meet WWC 

evidence standards. The lack of studies meeting WWC evidence standards means that, at this time, the WWC is unable to 
draw any conclusions based on research about the effectiveness or ineffectiveness of New Century High Schools.

Program Description1 The New Century High Schools Initiative is a program designed Century High School is designed in partnership with a community 
to improve large, underperforming high schools by transforming organization that can participate in curriculum development, school 
them into small schools with links to community organizations. New management, after-school activities, or other operational aspects of 
Century High Schools each have about 400 students; the small the school. These organizations include arts and cultural institutions, 
size is intended to foster strong relationships between students and universities, and social service groups. Partnership with community 
educators.  These schools commit to a broad set of educational organizations is intended to bring schools additional expertise and 
principles, but are free to make their own choices about curriculum.  resources related to the school theme or career focus. New Century 
Typically, schools choose a curriculum that has a theme or career High Schools are expected to maintain benchmarks of 80 percent 
focus, such as engineering, health science, or theater. Each New on-time graduation rates and 92 percent attendance rates. 

The WWC identified 12 studies of the New Century High Schools Initiative  
that were published or released between 1988 and 2008.

Four studies are within the scope of the review and have an 
eligible design, but do not meet WWC evidence standards. 

•	Three studies do not establish that the comparison group 
was comparable to the treatment group prior to the start 
of the intervention.

•	One study only includes outcomes relevant to the review 
that are measured in a way that is inconsistent with the 
review protocol.

One study is out of the scope of the review because it has 
an ineligible study design that does not meet WWC evi-
dence standards. Specifically, it has no comparison group.

Seven studies are out of the scope of the review, as defined 
by the Dropout Prevention protocol, for reasons other than 
study design. 

•	One study does not measure the effect of the New Cen-
tury High Schools Initiative in outcome domains identified 
in the review protocol.  

•	Six studies are not studies of the effectiveness of the New 
Century High Schools Initiative.

1The descriptive information for this program was obtained from a publicly-available source: the program’s website (www.newvisions.org/schools/nchs, downloaded August 2008). 
The WWC requests developers to review the program description sections for accuracy from their perspective. Further verification of the accuracy of the descriptive information for 
this program is beyond the scope of this review.

http://www.newvisions.org/schools/nchs
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