This module in the PEELS training seminar provides an overview of the parent interview data collection.

Before you watch this module, we recommend that you watch module 1, which provides an overview of the PEELS design.

It will give you the background necessary for understanding what I will present here.

Parents provide a unique source of information on their children and families.

They can report on children's birth history, like weeks premature; early development, like age when concerns about development first arose; access to community services, like early intervention; the child's verbal skills, like their ability to be understood by people they don't know, household characteristics, like income; whether it's safe to play in the neighborhood; whether housing and transportation meet the family's needs; and educational services, like tutoring or full v.

half-day kindergarten.

These are just a few of the many topics addressed in the interviews.

There were 4 waves of parent interviews in PEELS: Wave 1 in 2003-04, when children were ages 3-5 Wave 2 in 2004-05: when children ages 4-6 Wave 3 in 2005-06: when children ages 5-7 and Wave 4 in 2006-07: when children ages 6-8.

The interviews were conducted by Westat's Telephone Research Center in English and Spanish.

The data collections ran from November–June in Wave 1 and January- June in Waves 2-4.

The length of the interviews varied a bit from wave to wave because some types of information don't need to be collected more than once, for example, birth weight.

In Waves 1-3, the interviews averaged 60 minutes each.

The Wave 4 interview was much shorter -- 10-15 minutes.

In general, the topics covered in the interview were child's health and disability behavior,school programs and services, special education and related services , child care, out-of-school activities, household characteristics, resources,family background.

Because PEELS is a longitudinal study, we typically went back to the same parents year after year, collecting information about their child.

In Wave 1, our response rate was 96 percent.

As we lost track of parents, it decreased a bit, so the response rates for waves 2, 3, and 4 were 93 percent, 88 percent, and 80 percent, respectively.

Parents were paid $15 each time they completed an interview.

The general advantage of a CATI is the ability to accommodate complex skip patterns.

However, as a secondary data analyst, that makes it somewhat challenging to follow the interview specifications.

For example, variables will be created within the interview in order to drive the skip patterns, and you'll need to be careful in following them forward.

Otherwise, it can be difficult to know what your denominator is (i.e., the number of parents asked the precise questions).

For example, early in the interview, we might ask the child's grade.

The grade variable will subsequently be used within the interview to decide what questions the parent receives.

In the codebooks, you'll see that the unweighted frequencies vary a lot from one item to another, because of the skip patterns.

The Restricted Use CD ROM includes a copy of the interview items, and I recommend that you spend the time to become familiar with them.

The interview specifications are also important because they provide descriptive names associated with each item.

A descriptive item name is listed to the left of the item in all caps.

So, for example, the first item in the Wave 1 parent interview is CHDSEX (Is the child male or female)? CHDSEX appears in bold just to the left of the question text.

As you work with the codebooks and files, you'll also need to be aware of missing value codes.

There are 4 in the parent interview: -1 not applicable; -7 refused; -8 don't know; or -9 not ascertained.

If a respondent has a code of -1, that means the item was not applicable to them because of a skip pattern.

For example, if a question asked the parent whether their child had a hearing impairment and they said ‘no,' they were subsequently coded -1 for a question about the severity of the child's hearing impairment.

In some cases, whole sections of the interview were skipped, for example, the section on kindergarten experiences were not asked of parents whose children were still in preschool.

A code of -7 means the respondent refused to answer the question.

Respondents are told they can always decline to answer specific items.

A -8 missing code indicates that the respondent said he/she did not know the answer to the question.

For example, a foster or adoptive parent may not have had relevant information about a child's birth history or biological parents.

The -9 response code means we should have obtained the data but did not.

This happens, for example, if a parent discontinued the interview before it ended.

Now I'd like to talk about variable names.

As discussed in module 1, variables from the parent interview in the data files typically begin with P.

The second digit indicates the wave of data collection from which the item originates, i.e., 1, 2, 3, or 4.

So, for example, all variables from the Wave 1 parent interview will have a prefix of P1, followed by the original variable name listed in the interview specifications (e.g., P1CHDSEX is the child's sex from the wave 1 parent interview).

All variables from the Wave 2 parent interview will have a prefix of P2, followed by the original variable name.

All derived variables begin with the letter D.

It is followed by the prefix described previously.

For example, variables derived from the Wave 1 parent interview begin with DP1.

They end with a descriptive title assigned by a Westat staff member that appears in the interview specifications.

Some open-ended parent interview items have responses saved in two separate but related variables.

For example, parents were asked "How long was the break in services between Part C and Part B?" Responses were coded first by their unit of measure (i.e., months or years), then number of units.

So, for example, if the break in services was 3 months, the response was coded as 2 (unit = months) and 3 (number of units).

In the parent interview codebook, these are listed as separate items.

The variable label for the unit of measure contains the prefix '-unit.' The variable label for the number of units contains the prefix '-number.' In most cases, the file also contains a derived variable that combines the unit of measure and number of units, for example, birth weight in ounces.

We suggest that users search the codebooks using the root letters in the variable name to identify all related variables.

In the example above, BRK would be the root for all variables related to break in services.

Parent interview items D3 through D18 were repeated up to two times for children enrolled in one or more preschool or early childhood programs.

Parents were instructed to answer questions first about the program in which their children spent the most time.

Next, they answered questions about the program in which their children spent the second most time.

In the codebook, variable names have a suffix of 1 or 2 to indicate the first or second program.

Variable labels include the words 'program 1' or 'program 2.' Finally, some abbreviations were used in the parent interview codebook.

R = Respondent, HH = Household (of child), W1 = Wave 1 data collection, W2 = Wave 2 data collection, W3 = Wave 3 data collection, W4 = Wave 4 data collection, W5 = Wave 5 data collection.

These abbreviations appear frequently, both in the interview specifications and in the variable names.

Specific information about the composition of each child's household was originally collected in a series of enumeration variables designated in the parent interview file with the prefix "ENUM”.

The interviewer asked the respondent how many people lived in the household, and one set of variables was created for each person.

We then asked, for each person, their AGE, SEX, RELATION/RELATONS, and whether they had a disability.

There are 15 versions of each variable (i.e., P1AGE1 through P1AGE15).

The first version of each variable relates to the child who is the subject of the parent interview.

As a result, all first position ENUM variables are set equal to -1, as this information was collected elsewhere.

The remaining versions of each variable represent the other members of the child's household.

Each case can have anywhere from one additional household member living with the child up to 14 additional household members.

Derived variables may be created to combine the 15 versions of each variable.

Therefore, to determine how many household members have disabilities, users should combine P1DISABLED1 through P1DISABLED15 into a single variable.

Module 2 described weights and their importance in analysis.

I just want to touch on that again briefly.

To get valid results, you must use weights in all your analyses with the parent interview data.

We've tried to lay out specific guidance for which weights are appropriate for each analysis.

However, if your analysis is very complex, we suggest you consult a statistician or contact us for help.

There are 6 parent interview weights in addition to weights for analyses using parent interview and assessment data or parent interview, assessment, and teacher data.

A detailed table of weights and their use in specific analyses is provided in the User's Guide for the Restricted Use CD-ROM.

This slide shows the weights for the parent interviews, one for each wave and one longitudinal weight for waves 1-4.

To give a few examples, if you wanted to know the percentage of children who received preschool special education services who were 5 or more weeks premature, you would us the Wave 1 parent interview file with the wave 1 cross- sectional weights.

If you wanted to know how many children had a hearing impairment that got worse from the time they were 3 to the time they were 6, you would use the longitudinal parent interview file because it requires analysis of questions about children's hearing in more than one wave or year.

This slide shows the parent-child assessment weights.

If you want to look at the correlation between the involvement of parent in their children's education and children's math achievement on the Woodcock Johnson Applied Problems subtest, you would use the wave 1 parent-assessment weight.

This slide shows the files with the parent- child assessment-teacher weights.

You would use these in analyses using all 3 of these sources of data, for example, an analysis predicting children's score on the Woodcock-Johnson Letter Word Identification subtest using hours per week of service (from the early childhood teacher questionnaire) and age at which services began (from the parent interview).

In this module, I tried to familiarize you with the parent interview data collection, including data collection procedures, the contents of the interview protocol, response rates, variable names and weights.

As you begin your work with the parent interview data, I encourage you to look closely at the interview specifications before diving into the data files.

Together, the 4 cross-sectional parent interview files contain roughly 6,000 variables, so it's important to have a clear plan for analysis before you begin.

In subsequent modules, we will discuss the teacher questionnaire data, child assessment data, SEA and LEA administrator data, and principal/program director data.
