
   

1 

Using Evidence-Based Practices 
from the WWC to Support 

State-Level ESSA Implementation 
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Using the Zoom Webinar Platform 
• If you aren’t already connected to audio, click 
Join Audio in the Zoom toolbar 
o You have the option to dial into the phone line or listen 

through computer audio 

• Click on Chat to introduce yourself, ask 
questions of the presenters, or let us know about 
any technical issues 

• We have live closed captioning available during 
the webinar—to see the captions, click on 
Closed Caption 
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Meet the Presenters 

Heather Boughton Bridget  E.  Thomas 
Ohio  Department  of  Education Quality Information  Partners 

Eben Dowell 
Ohio  Department  of  Education 

Brook  Meiller Matt Linick 
Oklahoma  Department  of  Education American  Institutes for  Research 
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Agenda 
•Explanation of the WWC Resources and How 
ESSA Tiers Are Designated in the WWC 

•WWC  Practitioner  Examples 

•How WWC Resources Can Be Used to 
Support ESSA Implementation 

•Wrap Up and Q&A 
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Goals of the Webinar 
• Discuss how WWC resources can serve 
states’ goals related to ESSA 
implementation 

• Identify steps state staff should take to find 
and use the most relevant WWC evidence 
to support their ESSA-related work 
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Goals of the Webinar (cont.) 
• Offer examples of how states have used 
information from the WWC to inform ESSA 
implementation 

• Discuss ways to share WWC information 
among state teams and collaborate to 
make ESSA implementation more effective 
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Brief Explanation of the WWC 
Resources and How ESSA Tiers Are 

Designated in the WWC 
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Using Research to Guide Decisionmaking 

• Research studies can provide key 
information to inform and guide 
education decisions 

• Data that demonstrate the outcomes 
of an intervention, curriculum, or 
program can provide support for 
choosing a particular path 
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Using Research to Guide Decisionmaking (cont.) 

•Using evidence to guide decisions 
helps schools or districts avoid 
o choosing what “seems best;” 

o doing “what we’ve always done;” and 

o following “what the other districts are 
doing.” 
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Using Research in ESSA Implementation 

States and districts also use 
research to make decisions about 
the types of interventions to include 
in their ESSA plans, as well as how 
to implement those interventions 
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Evidence Requirements Under ESSA 

Designed to ensure that states, 
districts, and schools can identify 
programs, practices, products, and 
policies that work across various 
populations 
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Resources in the What Works Clearinghouse 
These WWC resources can be useful in 
ESSA implementation: 

• Reviews of Individual Studies 

• Practice Guides 

• Intervention Reports 

• Data from Individual Studies 
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WWC Levels of Evidence 

•The WWC assigns levels of evidence 
to its resources. 

•The WWC Practice Guides provide 
educators with evidence-based 
practices to tackle current challenges in 
education 
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WWC Levels of Evidence (cont.) 
The WWC works with experts 
to assign a level of evidence: 
• Strong 

• Moderate 
• Minimal 
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WWC Levels of Evidence (cont.) 
•Criteria that are reviewed when 
determining the level of evidence 
include 
o the number of studies supporting the 

recommended practices; 
o whether the recommended practices were directly 

tested in the studies or tested in combination with 
other practices; 

o whether the recommended practices consistently 
led to improved outcomes within and across 
studies; and 

o whether the studies capture a diverse range of 
students and contexts. 



   
   
   
   

Tier 1: Strong Evidence
Tier 2: Moderate Evidence
Tier 3: Promising Evidence
Tier 4: Demonstrates a Rationale

16 
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ESSA Tiers of Evidence 
• Schools identified for targeted support must 
implement at least one intervention that 
meets promising evidence 

• Some federal grant programs require 
interventions that meet strong or moderate 
evidence 

• Other activities require interventions that at 
least demonstrate a rationale 
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Strong Evidence of Effectiveness Under ESSA (Tier 1) 

• Strong evidence of effectiveness under ESSA is defined as 
o Meets WWC Standards Without Reservations under version 2.1 

or later to meet Tier 1 

o Statistically significant positive effect 

o At least 350 students 

o At least two educational sites 

• Meets WWC Standards Without Reservations in most 
cases means that a study was a randomized controlled trial 
(RCT) that was deemed by experts to be well-designed and 
well-implemented and that did not have problems with 
attrition 
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Moderate Evidence of Effectiveness Under ESSA (Tier 2) 

• Moderate evidence of effectiveness under ESSA 
is defined as 
o Meets WWC Standards With or Without 

Reservations under version 2.1 or later 

o Statistically significant positive effect 

o At least 350 students 

o At least two educational sites 

• Meets WWC Standards With Reservations 
means that a study has some potential issues that 
require caution 
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The WWC includes tools to assist state and 
local administrators, teachers, and others 
in finding research that meets the 
definitions of strong (Tier 1) or moderate 
(Tier 2) evidence under ESSA 

Using  the  WWC to  Identify  ESSA  Evidence  Ratings 
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Using Find What Works 
FWW allows users to identify interventions, programs, policies, and practices 
that have been shown to have a positive impact on student outcomes 
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Using Find What Works (cont.) 
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Question and Answer Session 
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WWC Practitioner Example: 
Oklahoma 
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Overview 
● Oklahoma schools had limited awareness 

of EBIs and WWC 

● Work began with Striving Readers grant 

o EBP Document 

o EBI Documentation 

25 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1q9Rh314Pz9MOe-CwDq5FRnNQdWRxJJ50F-FPGY2VjmU/edit
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1jhGvoNrDVaGE9_9lzSBGxg0VQZIWX-0wZ9Zr5IOljVQ/edit
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EBI Documentation Form 
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EBI Documentation Form (cont.) 
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EBI Documentation Form (cont.) 
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Moving to Office of School Support 
• Planning for Continuous 

Improvement/CSI 

• REL Southwest Partnership 
o Build OSDE capacity 

o Create training for local external providers 

o External Provider Rubric 

• Continuous Improvement Plan Training 

• EngageOK 
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https://sde.ok.gov/sites/default/files/EDGE%2520External%2520Provider%2520Rubric.pdf
https://sde.ok.gov/continuous-improvement
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Tracking Evidence Through Budget 

Grants Management System 
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Tracking Evidence Through Budget (cont.) 
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Tracking Evidence Through Budget (cont.) 
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Next Steps 

● Uniformity Across All Federal Programs 
o Build Internal Capacity 

o Statewide Training 

● Change the Conversation 
o Dependence on Federal Funds 

o Networking  Among  Schools in  What  Works 
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Question and Answer Session 
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WWC Practitioner Example: 
Ohio 
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Understanding Evidence-Based Strategies 

What are evidence-
based strategies? 

• Evaluated and proven to 
improve student outcomes 

• Likely to produce positive 
results when implemented 
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Approach to Evidence-Based Framework 

• Understand the definitions and 
the inherent value 

• Think beyond the technical 
• Focus on a support approach 

with our districts 

• Contribute to the evidence-base 

Key Goals 
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Understanding Evidence-Based Strategies 

• Are we seeing the improvements 
we expected? If not, why? 

• How do we know for sure? What 
do the data tell us? 

• Are there strategies out there that 
have been tested and proven to 
work? 

What is an evidence-
based mindset? 
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Continuous Cycle of Improvement 

• Selecting evidence-based 
strategies is only part of the 
continuous improvement 
cycle 
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Understanding Evidence-Based Strategies (cont.) 

Key Considerations 
Beyond ESSA 

Definitions 

• Cost 

• Time 

• Implementation 
• Buy-In 

• Local Context 

• Strategy / Program 
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Ohio’s Evidence-Based Clearinghouse 

• Brings multiple resources, including the What 
Works Clearinghouse, into one place 

• Translates ratings 
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Understanding Evidence-Based Strategies (cont.) 

Where are we going
from here? 

• Expanding Ohio Evidence-
Based Clearinghouse 

• Research Review Team 
• Building the Evidence-Base 
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Question and Answer Session 
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How the WWC Resources Can 
Be Used to Support ESSA 

Implementation 
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The ESSA Evidence Tiers Matter to LEA Leaders 

● Using relevant evidence for your situation 

o Investing in programs that have moved 
performance 

o Aligning rigorous methods to context and need 

● ESSA supports finding proven interventions 
(Tiers 1-3) and testing sound theory (Tier 4) 
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School and District Leader Questions Related to ESSA 

• What are the demonstrated outcomes of 
a particular intervention? 

• What curricula or interventions have 
been shown to be effective with students 
like mine? 

46 
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School and District Leader Questions Related to ESSA (cont.) 

• How can we assess whether a particular 
product or intervention is meeting 
expectations? 

• How can we be sure we are accurate 
about what is allowed under ESSA? 

47 
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WWC Resources for Implementing ESSA 

● WWC Guidance 

● Review of Individual Studies 

● Data from Individual Studies 

48 
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Guidance from ESSA 

● WWC provides resources and 
guidance for aligning to ESSA 

● Additional resources 
o Videos 

o Handouts 
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Review of Individual Studies 
● Find details on specific studies aligned to 

topics and ratings 

● Additional resources 

o Introduction to WWC Review of Individual 
Studies 

o Searching the WWC’s Review of Individual 
Studies 
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https://ies.ed.gov/ncee/wwc/Multimedia/30
https://ies.ed.gov/ncee/wwc/Multimedia/31
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Data from Individual Studies File 
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Question and Answer Session 
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Contact Contact.WWC@ed.gov 

Eben Dowell 
Ohio  Department  of  Education 

Heather  Boughton eben.dowell@education.ohio.gov Brook  Meiller 
Ohio  Department  of  Education Oklahoma  Department  of  Education 

heather.boughton@education.ohio.gov Brook.Meiller@sde.ok.gov 

Bridget  E.  Thomas Matt Linick 
Quality Information  Partners American  Institutes for  Research 

bridgetthomas@qi-partners.com mlinick@air.org 

http://qi-partners.com
http://sde.ok.gov
http://education.ohio.gov
http://air.org
http://ed.gov
mailto:heather.boughton@education.ohio.gov
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