HOW DOES THE WWC SELECT
INTERVENTIONS TO REVIEW?

The What Works Clearinghouse (WWC) summarizes research on education interventions that teachers,
school leaders, and other education consumers may use. The WWC chooses interventions to review from
timely and relevant topic areas, which are broad areas of educational focus, such as literacy or STEM.

The WWOC first identifies topic areas by weighing whether new evidence
is in high demand AND available.
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The WWC is currently reviewing interventions from early childhood
to grade 12 in five topic areas:
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In the future, the WWC will review interventions in additional topic areas
that are timely, relevant, and of interest to users of the WWC.



How does the WWC select interventions to review in each topic area?

> The WWC creates a list of interventions that have high-quality
research by:

v" Asking for advice from experts on the research and
interventions within the topic area.

4 Identifying interventions and studies in the topic
area that the WWC has previously reviewed.

4 Conducting a broad literature search of all studies
related to the topic area.

» The WWC conducts a comprehensive search
to find all studies related to each intervention
identified in Step 1.

Steps the WWC

uses to select
interventions
and begin the
review process

» The WWC scores and ranks interventions.

A score is assigned to each intervention based on
the number of high-quality studies. Interventions with
more studies are ranked higher, while interventions
that the WWC has recently reviewed are ranked
lower. After considering any other factors, such as
the demand for evidence, the WWC then reviews
the highest-scoring interventions.

»The WWC screens and reviews studies
of the selected interventions.

The WWC reviews studies using the WWC evidence standards and summarizes
the results of those reviews in intervention reports. See this infographic for more

information about the systematic review process. Also, see this infographic for

more information about how the WWC summarizes evidence within topic areas.
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https://ies.ed.gov/ncee/wwc/Docs/referenceresources/wwc_info_making_061015.pdf
https://ies.ed.gov/ncee/wwc/Docs/ReferenceResources/WWC-OREGANO-Topic-Area-Infographic_021819.pdf
https://ies.ed.gov/ncee/wwc/ProcessBriefs
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