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Welcome and Meeting Overview

Dr. Pam Buffington, SSM partnership lead
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Meeting agenda
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• Welcome and meeting overview
• Cross-division discussions of strategies and immediate needs 

related to mathematics learning and instruction
• Next steps related to the March 3 presentation, Improving 

Mathematics Instruction for Students with Disabilities and 
Difficulties

• Closing
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Sharing Strategies and Discussing Immediate Needs

Dr. Pam Buffington, SSM partnership lead
Dr. Jill Neumayer DePiper, SSM partnership staff
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Cross-division discussions
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• What strategies has your division used for 
continuity of learning and facilitating teacher 
professional learning?

• What key learnings do you have to share with 
others?

• What questions do you have for other 
divisions?
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REL resources
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• REL Northeast and Islands FAQs: Resources for Schools and 
Districts Responding to the COVID-19 Crisis

• REL Southeast Literacy Resources
• REL Midwest on Early Math Instruction
• REL Appalachia Identifying and Addressing Symptoms of Trauma 

in Students
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Next Steps Related to the March 3 Presentation 
Improving Mathematics Instruction for Students with 
Disabilities and Difficulties

Dr. Pam Buffington, SSM partnership lead
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Students with mathematics disabilities and 
difficulties

Tier 1: High-quality, accessible mathematics 
instruction
• 2A. Recommended instructional 

practices
• 2B. Student communication and 

participation

Professional collaboration

1

2

3

March 3 presentation topics
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ResearchProfessional Learning Math Instruction & Intervention
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March 3 Presentation Goals
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• Learn about recommended instructional practices for students who have 
mathematics disabilities and difficulties.

• Use a process for planning high-quality, accessible mathematics lessons.
• Explore ways to strengthen professional collaboration.
• Experience examples of professional learning activities.
• Leave with ideas to apply in your district.

If you were present on March 3, what was one 
of your key learnings?
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Next Steps
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• Webinar?
• Late summer/early fall face-to-face professional 

learning?
• Handouts or materials to share?
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Closing

Dr. Jill Neumayer DePiper, SSM partnership staff
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Building capacity of school divisions to use their data: 
Focus on “hyper acceleration” of Algebra I
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“Hyper accelerated” students
• Highest level math class and grade level
• Geometry and Algebra II SOL

Accelerated students
• Highest level math class and grade 

level
• Geometry and Algebra II SOL

Completed Algebra I in Grade 7 Grade 8
English learner 2% 4%

Economically disadvantaged 24% 29%
Gifted and talented education 49% 29%

Grade 5 mathematics advanced proficient 93% 75%
Grade 5 mathematics proficient 7% 23%

Grade 5 mathematics below proficient <1 3%
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Coaching project on data analysis and implications to practice
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Closing
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• Please write down and prepare to share:
– One takeaway from today’s meeting
– One wondering or question 

• Upcoming calls
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Please contact us
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REL Appalachia Student Success in Mathematics 
Partnership Team

Dr. Pamela J. Buffington pbuffington@edc.org
Dr. Ryoko Yamaguchi ryamaguchi@plusalpharesearch.com
Dr. Jill Neumayer DePiper jdepiper@edc.org
Dr. Laura Kassner laura.kassner@sri.com
Anna Chiang anna.chiang@sri.com

REL Appalachia

https://ies.ed.gov/ncee/edlabs/
regions/appalachia/

@REL_Appalachia

RELAppalachia@sri.com
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