
Planning Emergent Literacy Professional 
Learning Community (PLC) Content

When planning content for an Emergent Literacy PLC session, early education leaders 
should focus on four foundational emergent literacy skills that lead to later reading success.

Oral Language
Use of spoken words to express and 
understand knowledge, ideas, and 
feelings.

Vocabulary  
Knowledge of words and word 

meanings that make up speech and what 
we read and write.

Phonological Awareness
Understanding that speech can be broken 
down into parts, or units of sound, and the 
ability to manipulate those parts.

Print Knowledge 
Knowing letter names, letter 

sounds, and concepts of print.

How can early childhood leaders ensure the content they are using for a PLC is reliable and 
evidence-based?
Leaders can:

99 Use reliable research sources on the topic to develop content, such as:
•	 IES Practice Guides
•	What Works Clearinghouse

•	The National Early Literacy Panel Report
•	The IRIS Center summaries

99 Link content to evidence-based teaching practices that teachers can use right away.

99 Ensure content describes the what, why, and how, so teachers build understanding about 
what a concept is, why it is important, and how to put it into practice.

99 Include classroom scenarios, examples, or videos that demonstrate effective teaching.

Information in this infographic is supported by IES/NCEE’s Regional Educational Laboratory Southeast 
at Florida State University (Contract ED-IES-17-C-0011) as resources and examples for the viewer’s 
convenience. Their inclusion is not intended as an endorsement by the Regional Educational Laboratory 
Southeast or its funding source, the Institute of Education Sciences.

In addition, the instructional practices shown in this infographic are not intended to mandate, direct, 
or control a State’s, local educational agency’s, or school’s specific instructional content, academic 
achievement system and assessments, curriculum, or program of instruction. State and local programs 
may use any instructional content, achievement system and assessments, curriculum, or program of 
instruction they wish.

https://ies.ed.gov/ncee/edlabs/regions/southeast/
https://ies.ed.gov
https://ies.ed.gov/ncee/wwc/PracticeGuides
https://ies.ed.gov/ncee/wwc/FWW
https://lincs.ed.gov/publications/pdf/NELPReport09.pdf
https://iris.peabody.vanderbilt.edu/resources/ebp_summaries/

