
Tips for Visualizing Your 
Early Warning System Data

Check that your data are clean and well 
documented.1,2

Define the key indicators you need to explore, 
such as student attendance, behavior, or course 
performance.3,4

? Determine which and what type of variables 
you will use, such as unexcused absences, 
suspensions, or standardized test scores.5,6

Choose the type of visualization to show the 
data relationships you want to see.7,8

Remove elements that distract from the data 
and add elements that help make the meaning 
clear to your audience.9,10

Publish your revised visualization on your 
dashboard, website, or report.11,12
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Example of a good data visualization

High-risk indicators for dropout include more than five unexcused 
absences in a semester, “F” semester course grades, grade point 
averages below 1.2, and any out-of-school suspensions.

Over 6 percent of students in our district (450 students total) 
exhibited at least one high-risk dropout indicator during the 
first semester.

Findings highlighted 
for audience

Context for 
visualization provided

Clean presentation 
of visual

Data source included
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