
 

Training Session Agenda 
Decision Points and Considerations for Identifying Rural Districts That 

Have Closed Student Achievement Gaps in Nebraska 
 

Tuesday, November 13, 2018 
1:00 to 2:30 p.m. CT 

In-person training at Embassy Suites in La Vista, Nebraska 

Description 

This training will enhance participants’ knowledge and skills to identify selection criteria, 
conduct data analysis, and facilitate discussions among educators in Nebraska about rural 
districts that have closed student achievement gaps. The training session will reference an IES 
applied research methods report (Culbertson & Billig, 2016). The goal of the training session is 
to build the capacity of leadership and staff at the Nebraska Rural Community Schools 
Association (NRCSA) and Nebraska Department of Education (NDE) to conduct and sustain the 
process of annual identification of rural districts that have narrowed achievement gaps. The 
training session has three objectives: (1) to describe the decision points and considerations for 
the identification of rural districts that have closed student achievement gaps; (2) to review the 
design and findings from the analysis of Nebraska gap-closure data from 2013 to 2016; (3) to 
review data analysis syntax, outputs, and reporting in SPSS programming; and (4) to discuss 
additional questions, concerns, and expected challenges raised by training participants.  

Participants 

NRCSA and NDE leadership and staff 

Agenda 

1:00 to 1:10 p.m. Introductions of presenters and participants  
Facilitators: Shelley Billig and Emma Espel (REL Central) 

1:10 to 1:15 p.m. Overview of training session objectives 

1:15 to 1:45 p.m. Overview of Decision Points and Considerations for Identifying Rural Districts 
That Have Closed Student Achievement Gaps 



 

1:45 to 2:10 p.m. Review of design and findings from previous achievement gap analysis in 
Nebraska (2013 to 2016 data) 

2:10 to 2:20 p.m. Review of data analysis syntax, outputs, and reporting in SPSS programming  

2:20 to 2:30 p.m. Discussion of additional questions, concerns, and expected challenges raised 
by training participants  

Reference 

Culbertson, M. J., & Billig, S. H. (2016). Decision points and considerations for identifying rural 
districts that have closed student achievement gaps (REL 2016–130). Washington, DC: 
U.S. Department of Education, Institute of Education Sciences, National Center for 
Education Evaluatio

  
n and Regional Assistance, Regional Educational Laboratory Central. 

Retrieved from https://nces.ed.gov/pubsearch/pubsinfo.asp?pubid=REL2016130
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Marzano Research. The content does not necessarily reflect the views or policies of IES or the U.S. Department of Education, nor 
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