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Agenda 

Database and Data Quality Concepts: From Input to Use 

November 5, 2015 

3:30 p.m. to 5:00 p.m. ET 

Goals 

• Improve the quality of data gathered in student data systems 
• Increase the understanding of key database concepts among stakeholders responsible for data 

entry, collection, and reporting 
• Provide a vehicle for dialog about local and state education agencies’ needs for database 

training both regionally and nationally  

3:30 p.m. Welcome and introduction to the webinar platform by Kasia Razynska,  
Coordinator of the Longitudinal Data Use Research Alliance (REL Mid-Atlantic) 

3:40 p.m. Presentation by Dr. Nancy Smith, Facilitator and content expert for the 
Longitudinal Data Use Research Alliance (DataSmith Solutions) 

Introduction to Database Concepts 
Dr. Smith will discuss relational databases, primary keys, data standards 
(Common Education Data Standards, state-specific), and how to match and 
merge data from different data sets and data tables. 

Relational Concepts 
Dr. Smith will focus on normalization, referential integrity, and constraints.  

Data Quality 
Dr. Smith will describe the effects of inconsistent data standards. She will 
present examples of processes to check data quality and consistency and also 
focus on managing data correction processes. 

Data Analysis 
Dr. Smith will help participants understand data types and valid uses. She will 
offer a basic primer of descriptive versus inferential statistics and will discuss 
how to match policy and research questions to available data. 

4:20 p.m. Question and answer session; discussion of key takeaways 

4:50 p.m. Adjournment




