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When you think about learning
math, which book is most like you? 

Why? 
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• Welcome, introductions, and overview (15 minutes) 
• Math attitudes and growth mindset (15 minutes) 
• Math stations (1 hour and 15 minutes) 
• Wrap-up and prizes (15 minutes) 
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Why math? 
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Math attitudes 
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Adult attitudes 
toward math 
can influence 
a child’s math 
achievement 

Deliverable X.X.X.X 

Multiple studies suggest that
adults’ reactions to a student’s 
work will impact the student’s
achievement and attitudes 
toward the subject. 

Students may feel you have low 
expectations for them, which can 
lead to lower motivation and 
lower expectations for their own 
success in math. 
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Math Attitudes Matter 

Fixed mindset Growth mindset 

The belief that a person is 
born with the intelligence they 
have and there is not much 
you can do to change it. 

The belief that a person can
increase their intelligence
through hard work and
persistence. You can work 
your brain like your muscles. 



   
   

   
   

    

  
   
 

   

2. Well done, you’ve
worked really hard on 
that problem. 

This Photo by 
Unknown Author is 

Praise effort and learning 

1. Not everyone is a
math person; you’re
so good at other 
subjects. 

licensed under CC 
BY-SA 



    
  

  
  

    
  

  
   

  
   
 

   
2. You got a higher

grade on this 
assignment. You
must be really smart. 

1. You got a higher
grade on this 
assignment. You
must have worked 
really hard. 

This Photo by 
Unknown Author is 
licensed under CC 
BY-SA 

Praise effort and learning 



    
          
        
     
       

      

  
       

      
       

          
      

Lisa’s students 

I wasn’t expecting this grade. 
I studied really hard, but not the night before the test. 
I guess for the next test, I will study harder, 
and study the day before the test. 
Maybe my friend Martha can help me. 
She got a good grade on this test. 

“Oh my goodness, 
I got a bad grade on this test! 

I’m just not good at math. 
I don’t think I will ever like it. 

I’m not sure what I can do to get better. 
Luckily I’m good at English and Science.” 



   
   
   
     
  

   
    

 

 

 

Adult attitudes toward math 
can influence a child’s math 
achievement. 

Take-home 
message 

Family and teacher feedback is 
important for math learning. Praise effort Changing your mindset and 
feedback can help your children and learning 
succeed at math. 
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Math night station activities 
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Cafeteria 

Station 1: 
Geometry 

Station 2: 
Algebraic 
thinking 

Station 3: 
Base 10 

Station 4: 
Numbers and 
operations 



  

 

 
  

   

   
 

  
 

 
 

  

Suggestions for the Stations 

Let the 
children lead. 

It’s OK to use 
fingers. 

Make 
mistakes! 

It’s OK to go
slowly. 

Show your
thinking. Have fun! 
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Cafeteria 

Station 1: 
Geometry 

Station 2: 
Algebraic 
thinking 

Station 3: 
Base 10 

Station 4: 
Numbers and 
operations 



 

Wrap-up and raffle 
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