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What adjustments are being made to support high school students 
in earning diplomas, receiving credits for advanced coursework, and 
completing college admissions testing during school closures? 

School closures leave many questions for students in a position to earn diplomas, receive credits 
for advanced coursework, or complete college admissions tests. REL Central has compiled 
information on state and organization adjustments to support these students. 

• Some states are modifying graduation requirements while others are supporting districts
in being flexible with current requirements. The Foundation for Excellence in Education
(ExcelinED) compiled each state’s high school graduation requirements in response to
COVID-19.

• The College Board is providing free online AP courses and online AP exams for the
2019/20 exam administration.

• The IB has cancelled the May 2020 exam administration and will award IB diplomas and
course certificates based on existing assessment data.

• States have different approaches to adjusting dual enrollment courses. Louisiana is
offering distance learning and withdrawal options. Ohio is allowing a pass/fail grading
option. California and Virginia are giving flexibility to local education agencies to
determine the best approach.

• ACT is rescheduling 2020 ACT testing dates and providing free online ACT test
preparation.

• The College Board is rescheduling 2020 SAT testing dates and providing free resources
to support SAT test preparation.

Please contact REL Central for additional support: RELCentral@MarzanoResearch.com. 

This handout was prepared under Contract ED-IES-17-C-0005 by Regional Educational Laboratory (REL) Central, 
administered by Marzano Research. The content does not necessarily reflect the views or policies of IES or the U.S. Department 
of Education, nor does mention of trade names, commercial products, or organizations imply endorsement by the U.S. 
government.

https://ies.ed.gov/transfer.asp?location=www.excelined.org/covid-19/
https://ies.ed.gov/transfer.asp?location=www.excelined.org/covid-19/
https://ies.ed.gov/transfer.asp?location=apcoronavirusupdates.collegeboard.org/students/ap-course-schedule
https://ies.ed.gov/transfer.asp?location=apstudents.collegeboard.org/coronavirus-updates/taking-ap-exams
https://ies.ed.gov/transfer.asp?location=www.ibo.org/news/news-about-the-ib/covid-19-coronavirus-updates/
https://ies.ed.gov/transfer.asp?location=www.ibo.org/news/news-about-the-ib/covid-19-coronavirus-updates/
https://ies.ed.gov/transfer.asp?location=www.louisianabelieves.com/docs/default-source/covid-19-resources/senior-course-credit-and-graduation-guidance.pdf?sfvrsn=47059b1f_2
https://ies.ed.gov/transfer.asp?location=www.ohiohighered.org/sites/default/files/uploads/CCP/College%20Credit%20Plus%20Guidance%203%2027%202020.FINAL_.pdf
https://ies.ed.gov/transfer.asp?location=www.cde.ca.gov/ls/he/hn/gradegraduationfaq.asp
https://ies.ed.gov/transfer.asp?location=www.doe.virginia.gov/support/health_medical/office/covid-19-faq.shtml#assess
https://ies.ed.gov/transfer.asp?location=www.act.org/content/act/en/covid-19.html
https://ies.ed.gov/transfer.asp?location=www.act.org/content/act/en/covid19.html#student-parent
https://ies.ed.gov/transfer.asp?location=www.act.org/content/act/en/covid19.html#student-parent
https://ies.ed.gov/transfer.asp?location=pages.collegeboard.org/sat-covid-19-updates
https://ies.ed.gov/transfer.asp?location=www.khanacademy.org/sat
https://ies.ed.gov/transfer.asp?location=www.khanacademy.org/sat
mailto:relcentral@marzanoresearch.com
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