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How can states support the teacher certification process when 
student teachers cannot complete onsite activities? 
Given the recent school closures, educator preparation programs (EPPs) are working to provide 
alternative routes to certification because many preservice teachers have not been and will not be 
able to acquire all of the onsite practicum hours required for licensure. REL Central has 
compiled resources on what states might do to address this situation. 

• Resources from states outline modifications to traditional student teacher practicum
hours, considering school closures:

o Iowa is allowing EPP faculty members to recommend preservice teachers for
licensure, even if they have not finished the required onsite practicum hours.

o Texas is allowing EPPs to decrease the minimum hours required by 20%.
o New Jersey, Mississippi, California, and Kentucky are encouraging EPPs to allow

student teachers to earn hours by completing alternative activities, assignments, or
placements, including virtual placements.

o Washington is suggesting that districts hire candidates on a conditional certificate.

• Alternative routes to certification allow teachers to enter the profession more quickly than
traditional routes. These resources may help states and districts evaluate the benefits and
risks to waiving or altering onsite practicum hours due to school closures:

o Education Commission of the States shows that alternative routes vary by state
and many states are altering requirements to meet demands. These resources
outline considerations related to temporary waivers and alternatives to practicum
hours.

o The Center on Great Teachers & Leaders published a policy snapshot of state
alternative routes to teaching.  

o Rigorous IES studies provide findings on the performance of students taught by
teachers from alternative routes versus traditional routes.

Please contact REL Central if you have questions: RelCentral@Marzanoresearch.com. 

This handout was prepared under Contract ED-IES-17-C-0005 by Regional Educational Laboratory (REL) Central, administered by Marzano 
Research. The content does not necessarily reflect the views or policies of IES or the U.S. Department of Education, nor does mention of trade 
names, commercial products, or organizations imply endorsement by the U.S. government. 

https://ies.ed.gov/transfer.asp?location=educateiowa.gov/sites/files/ed/documents/REVISED%20PK-12%20Guidance%203-16-20.pdf
https://ies.ed.gov/transfer.asp?location=tea.texas.gov/sites/default/files/Educator%20Preparation%20FAQ%20March%2016%202020.pdf
https://ies.ed.gov/transfer.asp?location=secure.aacte.org/apps/rl/res_get.php?fid=4874&ref=rl
https://ies.ed.gov/transfer.asp?location=www.mdek12.org/news/2020/3/26/Mississippi-State-Board-of-Education-Suspends-Key-Policies-to-Manage-Impact-of-Extended-School-Closures_20200326
https://ies.ed.gov/transfer.asp?location=www.ctc.ca.gov/commission/covid-19-information-for-commission-stakeholders
https://ies.ed.gov/transfer.asp?location=www.epsb.ky.gov/mod/page/view.php?id=487
https://ies.ed.gov/transfer.asp?location=content.govdelivery.com/accounts/WAOSPI/bulletins/27f9475
https://ies.ed.gov/transfer.asp?location=www.ecs.org/wp-content/uploads/Mitigating-Teacher-Shortages-Alternative-Certification.pdf
https://ies.ed.gov/transfer.asp?location=www.ecs.org/wp-content/uploads/State-Info-Request_Addressing-Teacher-Shortages-Through-Licensure.pdf
https://eric.ed.gov/?q&id=ED558026
https://ies.ed.gov/ncee/pubs/20134018/pdf/20134018.pdf
https://ies.ed.gov/ncee/pubs/20134018/pdf/20134018.pdf
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