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Meet Our Participants (Poll Question)
What is your professional role?
1. Teacher
2. School or district leader
3. Workforce development or postsecondary education leader
4. School board or local education agency member
5. State administrator, official, or policymaker
6. Other

Speaker Notes:
As we get started we would love to know a little information about who is joining us today. Please take a moment to complete the poll on your screen.
Thank you.
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Live Captioning
• This webinar is being live-captioned.
Please copy and paste the link sent to
you in the chat box at the start of the
webinar to take advantage of this
service.
• A prepopulated sign-in page will
appear. Please click “register.” There
is no need to fill in your information.

3

Using the Zoom Platform

• If you are not already connected to audio, click Join Audio in the Zoom toolbar.
–

You have the option to dial into the phone line or listen through computer audio.

• Click on the Chat box to introduce yourself, access resources or Live
Captioning, or let us know about any technical issues.
• Click on the Q&A box to submit questions to the panelists.
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REL Central: Who We Are

The Regional Educational Laboratory (REL) Central at Marzano Research serves the
applied education research needs of Colorado, Kansas, Missouri, Nebraska, North
Dakota, South Dakota, and Wyoming.
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REL Central: College and Career Readiness Research Alliance
An alliance united by goals ensuring that all students graduate from high school prepared
to enter the workforce or enroll in postsecondary degree or certification programs.
Areas of Focus
Postsecondary
success assessment

Algebra I
readiness support

District-Level Strategies to Advance Equity in Career
and Technical Education Programs
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Meet Our Participants (Poll Responses)
What is your professional role?
1. Teacher
2. School or district leader
3. Workforce development or postsecondary education leader
4. School board or local education agency member
5. State administrator, official, or policymaker
6. Other

Speaker Notes:
Share poll results.
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Meet Our Presenters

• Matt Eide, REL Central
• Steven Tedeschi, REL Central
• Marc Brodersen, REL Central
• Jillian Balow, Wyoming Department of Education
• Ebony McKiver, Nebraska Department of Education
• Jenoge Khatter, Eugene School District 4J

8

Background and Context of the Civic Readiness Tool
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Trends in Civic Readiness, Education, and Participation
Why measure civic readiness? And
why do we need a resource?
• ESSA nonacademic measures
• Civic empowerment gaps
• Consistently low civic assessment
scores on NAEP
• Limited information on
instruments that measure civic
readiness
Speaker Notes:
ESSA
Civic empowerment Gap/Voter turnout
The percentage of students performing at or above the proficient level in civics has remained low since the first administration of the assessment in 1998: Less than a quarter of students demonstrated solid academic performance and competency in civics and government based on NAEP standards. Moreover, scores have been fairly stagnant since 1998. In fact, we’ve only seen statistically significant difference compared to 1998 beginning in 2014. But as you see here, it was a small increase. Two important notes, 1) In
comparison to the 1998 scores, civics scores were higher in 2018 for lower-performing students (those at the 10th and 25th percentiles). 2) It is important to note, that the NAEP civics results provide a very limited assessment of whether U.S. students are receiving well-rounded civics education. However, it is the only nationally publicly available measure of civic education.
Which brings us to the 4th bullet, there is limited information on instrument that measure civic readiness. When we started this work we hoped to gather a variety of instrument, thereby offering education agencies and educators a menu of choices. We ended up with survey instruments since other measured were not publicly available. For example NAEP only shared a sample of assessment questions.
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What Is Civic Readiness?

1. Take a moment to reflect on the prompt
“How do you or the organization you
represent define civic readiness?”
2. Post your definition in the chat box.
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Measuring Civic Readiness:
1
A Review of Survey Scales
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Overview of the Civic Readiness Tool
• Definitions

• Scale selection considerations

• Worksheets

• Methodology

• Measurement

• Appendices with scale descriptions

• Scale descriptions

• Microsoft Excel scale selection tool
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Survey Scale Selection Worksheets
Step 1: Clarify the purpose and
audience for your civic readiness
instrument.

Worksheet I: Clarify the purpose and
audience.

Step 2: Prioritize the categories and
subcategories that best fit your needs.

Worksheet II: Prioritize categories
and subcategories.

Step 3: Identify and select the survey
scaled that best fit your needs.

Worksheet III: Prioritize survey
scales.

Speaker Notes:
Will highlight the fact the resource includes worksheets that will walk them through a step by step process to identify scales that are a good fit for their goals and audience.
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Civic Readiness Categories
Political
behavior

• How are these categories and their
definitions similar to or different from those
posted in the chat box?

Political
attitude

Civic
attitude

Civic
behavior

Civic-related
skills and Civic/political
knowledge
character
traits
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Policies, Programs, and Practices to Support Civic
Readiness
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Questions for Presenters?

• Submit them in the Q & A box.
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Questions for Presenters (1 of 2)

• How does your organization define civic readiness?
• What is your hope or vision for civic readiness in your organization or region?
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Questions for Presenters (2 of 2)

• What policies, programs, and practices is your organization implementing or pursuing
to support civic readiness?
• What are schools and districts in your region doing to promote civic readiness?
• How is this work integrated or aligned with other educational priorities?
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Questions for Presenters

• If you are measuring civic readiness, how are
you doing it?

20

Reference

1. Tedeschi, S. E. J., Brodersen, R. M., Schramm, K., Haines, M., Liu, J., McCullough,
D., Eide, M., & Cherasaro, T. (2021). Measuring civic readiness: A review of survey
scales (REL 2021–068). U.S. Department of Education, Institute of Education
Sciences, National Center for Education Evaluation and Regional Assistance,
Regional Educational Laboratory Central. https://eric.ed.gov/?id=ED611679.

21

Thank You
Please visit our website and follow us on Twitter for information about our events,
priorities, and alliances, and for access to our many free resources.
ies.gov/ncee/edlabs/regions/central/index.asp
@RELCentral
Or contact us at RELCentral@MarzanoResearch.com
This presentation was prepared under Contract ED-IES-17-C-0005 by Regional Educational Laboratory Central, administered by Marzano Research.
The content does not necessarily reflect the views or policies of IES or the U.S. Department of Education, nor does mention of names, commercial products, or organizations imply endorsement by the U.S. government.
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