
How School Choice is Related to College and Career 
Readiness and Early College Success in Indiana 

Student in a traditional public school. A student who attends a school accredited by the 
state board of education; run by a school district; governed by a school board; and follows 
local, state, and federal regulations. 

Charter school student. A student who attends a public school held to 
accountability standards through its operating charter, as approved by a 
charter authorizer. 

Voucher recipient. A student who attends a private 
voucher school and receives a voucher through the 
Indiana Choice Scholarship Program to apply to the 
cost of tuition. 

Nonvoucher student. A student who attends a private 
voucher school and does not receive a voucher. 

Indiana high school enrollment types 

Indiana has a robust portfolio of high school options, including traditional public schools, charter schools, and private 
schools that accept Indiana Choice Scholarships (private voucher schools). The Indiana Department of Education partnered 
with Regional Educational Laboratory (REL) Midwest to identify relationships between types of high school enrollment and 
indicators of college and career readiness and early college success after adjusting for student and high school background 
characteristics. This study examined Indiana students who were in grade 9 between 2010/11 and 2013/14 and on track to begin 
college between 2014/15 and 2017/18. 

This work was funded by the U.S. Department of Education’s Institute of Education Sciences (IES) under contract ED-IES-17-C-0007, administered by the American Institutes 
for Research. The content of the infographic does not necessarily reflect the views or policies of IES or the U.S. Department of Education, nor does mention of trade names, 
commercial products, or organizations imply endorsement by the U.S. government.
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For more information about this study, see the full report: 
https://ies.ed.gov/ncee/edlabs/projects/project.asp?projectID=4609 

https://ies.ed.gov/ncee/edlabs/projects/project.asp?projectID=4609


Early college success 

Among students who enrolled in any college, students 
in traditional public schools were least likely to enroll 
in a 4-year college (versus a 2-year college). 

College and career readiness 

78

Took at least one 
AP examination 

Passed at least one 
AP examination 

282218

11
97 12

23

Enrolled in 
any college 

53 6461
54

Enrolled in 4-year 
college (versus 
2-year college) 

71 8177

90Nonremedial 
coursework only 

Completed all 
attempted credits 

Persisted to a 
second year 

6052
53

8075 77

54

76

If future research finds that the differences in college and career readiness and early college success outcomes are 
caused by students’ type of high school enrollment, further research could provide insights into the policies, practices, 
or resources that might account for different outcomes. 

Although the findings in this study are not causal, school leaders still might use them to identify which college and 
career readiness and early college success outcomes to target for improvement in their type of high school.

Students from all types of high school enrollment had 
similar likelihoods of taking only nonremedial courses. 

Students in traditional public schools were more likely 
than students in all other high school enrollment types 
to take an Advanced Placement (AP) examination. 

Although voucher recipients and nonvoucher students were less likely than students in traditional 
public schools to take an AP examination, both types of students in private voucher schools had 
similar probabilities of passing an AP examination as students in traditional public schools. 

Nonvoucher students were more likely than charter 
school students to persist to a second year of college. 

Nonvoucher students were more likely to complete all attempted credits in their 
first year of college than students from other types of high school enrollment. 
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Voucher recipients and nonvoucher students were more likely than students in 
traditional public schools and charter school students to enroll in any college.  

Key takeaways 

Students in traditional public schools Charter school students Nonvoucher studentsVoucher recipients
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The study was designed to identify relationships between types of high school enrollment and student outcomes after adjusting 
for student and high school background characteristics, but not to establish causality. 
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