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Welcome! 

Please introduce yourself 
in the chat box.
- School
- Position



Zoom 

•  If you aren’t already connected to audio, 
click Join Audio in the Zoom toolbar. 

•  You have the option to dial into the phone 
line or listen through computer audio. 

•  Click on the Chat box to ask questions 
for the presenters or let us know about 
any technical issues.
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Today’s agenda: Session 2 

4

• Welcome and introductions 

• Evaluating running records data 

• Activity: Practice evaluating running records data 

• Identifying evidence-based practices to address literacy needs 

• Wrap-up and evaluation



Today’s goals 
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• Learn to evaluate running records data. 

• Practice evaluating running records data. 

• Identify evidence-based practices to address literacy needs.



Today’s presenters 
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Jameela Conway-Turner, Ph.D. 

Researcher 
REL Midwest 

Christina Silvi, M.A. 

Training and Technical 
Assistance Associate 

REL Midwest 

Sheila Rodriguez, M.A. 

Research Associate 
REL Midwest
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Evaluating running records data



Steps for evaluating data 
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Collect 

•  Make a plan to allow 
you to collect the 
information you will 
need in an accurate, 
efficient manner. 

Organize 

•  Filter, sort, and 
display the data in a 
way that allows you 
to see trends. 

Analyze 

•  Before making 
inferences, begin by 
listing what the data 
is telling you and 
what additional 
questions you have. 

Evaluate 

•  Determine how to 
respond to what you 
learn from the data 
and how to answer 
your additional 
questions.



Organizing running records data 
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Step 1: Score the running record: Calculate the accuracy score and the self-
correction ratio. 

Step 2: Analyze the errors and self-corrections: Note any patterns. 

Step 3: Select interventions to address gaps.



Step 1: Scoring running records 
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• Calculate the accuracy score. 
– Mark errors with tallies. 
– Total errors. 
– Subtract errors from running 

words. 
– Divide by running words. 
– Convert to percentage. 

Example: 
•  Running Words = 34 
•  Errors = 3 
•  34 – 3 = 31 
•  31/34 = .911 
•  .911 × 100 = 91.1%



Step 1: Scoring running records
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• What does the score mean? 
– Provides information on reading levels. 
– Easy (95%–100%) 
– Instructional (90%–94%) 
– Hard (Below 89%)



Step 1: Scoring running records 
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• Calculate the self-correction ratio. 
– Mark self-corrections with tallies. 
– Total self-corrections. 
– Add self-corrections and errors. 
– Divide sum by self-correction total. 
– Provides a self-correction to error ratio. 

• What does this mean? 
– Rate of self-corrections per errors. 
– Reveals use of monitoring strategies. 

Example: 
•  Self-corrections = 3 
•  Errors = 3 
•  3 + 3 = 6 
•  6/3 = 2 
•  Self-correction ratio = 1:2



Analyzing running records data 
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Step 1: Score the running record: Calculate the accuracy score and the self-
correction ratio. 

Step 2: Analyze the errors and self-corrections: Note any patterns. 

Step 3: Select interventions to address gaps.



Information sources 
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Meaning 
Does it make 

sense? 

Visual 
Does it look 

right? 

Structure 
Does it sound 

right? 

Pete the cat. 
Pete the kitty. 

Pete loved his white 
shoes. 
Pete liked his white 
shoes. 

Pete loved his white 
shoes. 
Pete loves his white 
shoes.



Connect to essential reading skills 
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Decoding 

The ability to 
translate a 
word from 
print to 
speech, 
usually by 
employing 
knowledge of 
letter-sound 
relationships; 
also, the act of 
deciphering a 
new word by 
sounding it 
out 

Word analysis 

Segmenting 
words into 
pronounceable 
word parts 

Word 
recognition 

Recognition 
of sight words 
and 
nondecodable 
words 

Accuracy 

The ability to 
read a given 
passage of 
text aloud 
correctly but 
without regard 
to reading rate 

Fluency 

The ability to 
read a passage 
of text aloud 
accurately, at 
an appropriate 
rate, and with 
expression 

Comprehension 

The ability to 
follow, process, 
and understand 
the text



Analyzing running records
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Analyzing running records
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• What did we learn? Patterns of 
information used and errors 
made? 

– Minimal self-corrections. 
– Meaning used consistently. 
– Visual and structure used some. 

• What would we teach? 
– Self-monitor more consistently. 
– Practice with decoding, word 

analysis, and word identification.



Analyzing running records 
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Fluency: 
• Expression. 
• Use of punctuation. 
• Pace. 
• Phrasing. 

Comprehension: 
• Retelling prompts. 
• Beyond text connections. 

Source: Running Records for Classroom Teachers by Marie M. Clay, 
2017, p. 29.



Looking at classroom-level data 
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Handout



Evaluating running records data 
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Step 1: Score the running record: Calculate the accuracy score and the self-
correction ratio. 

Step 2: Analyze the errors and self-corrections: Note any patterns. 

Step 3: Select interventions to address gaps.
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Identifying evidence-based practices to address literacy 
needs



Linking data to evidence-based 
practices 
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What Works Clearinghouse practice 
guides 

• Review existing research. 

• Provide educators with 
information to inform evidence-
based decisions. 

• Answer: What works in 
education? 

Handout 

https://ies.ed.gov/ncee/wwc/PracticeGuide/21

https://ies.ed.gov/ncee/wwc/PracticeGuide/21


What’s in the practice guide? 
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Using the practice guide•  Recommendations: four 
foundational skills. 

•  Interventions: how to 
carry out the 
recommendation. 

•  Teaching techniques: 
specific approaches related 
to the interventions. 

•  Example activities: 
lessons that illustrate the 
teaching techniques. 



Activity: Selecting evidence-based practices to address student needs
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Activity: Selecting evidence-based practices to address student needs 

25

What are the data telling us? 

In small groups: 
• Step 1: Find the section of the practice guide related to this recommendation—page iii. 
• Step 2: Review the specific interventions—page 22. 
• Step 3: Look at suggested teaching techniques and related information—pages 23–30 
• Step 4: Examine the examples provided—pages 23–30 

Which teaching techniques and examples best address the gaps?
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Breakout session 



Sample small-group data 
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Handout



Selecting evidence-based practices to address student needs 
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• Step 1: Which recommendation best matches the identified needs?
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Page iii



Selecting evidence-based practices to address student needs 

30

• Step 2: Review the specific interventions that the evidence shows can be effective. 

• Step 3: Look at suggested teaching techniques and additional information provided. 

• Step 4: Examine the examples provided and consider how you might incorporate these 
types of activities into your lesson plans.



Teach students to decode words, analyze word parts, and write and 
recognize words 
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1. Teach students to blend letter sounds and sound–spelling patterns from left to right within a 
word to produce a recognizable pronunciation. 

2. Instruct students in common sound–spelling patterns. 

3. Teach students to recognize common word parts. 

4. Have students read decodable words in isolation and in text. 

5. Teach regular and irregular high-frequency words so that students can recognize them 
efficiently. 

6. Introduce non-decodable words that are essential to the meaning of the text as whole words. 
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Page 23
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Page 25
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Page 26
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Page 28
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Page 30



Page 31 
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Best practices for teaching beginner readers: 
Infographic
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Handout
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Running records and the Kindergarten Individual 
Development Survey (KIDS)
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Wrap-up and evaluation



We Listen to You! 
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Your feedback is essential to our work. 
Please take our survey to help us improve.



To contact today’s presenters 
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Jameela Conway-Turner, Ph.D. 

Researcher 
REL Midwest 

jconway-turner@air.org 

Christina Silvi, M.A. 

Training and Technical 
Assistance Associate 

REL Midwest 
csilvi@edc.org 

Sheila Rodriguez, M.A. 

Research Associate 
REL Midwest 

srodriguez@edc.org
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