
  

  

 

  

 

  

 

  

  

 

 
  

                        
 

 

 

Photo by Allison Shelley for American Education: Images of Teachers and Students in Action. 

New REL Midwest report explores what keeps teachers out of the 
classroom in Michigan 
A REL Midwest report examines why some certified teachers in Michigan are not teaching in public 
schools and explores incentives that could motivate teachers to return to the classroom. The study 
examined teacher data from 2013/14 to 2017/18, prior to the COVID-19 pandemic. 

Read more 

May 24 webinar: Improving and diversifying the teacher pipeline 
Join REL Midwest for a free webinar on research takeaways and actionable strategies to help states 
and preparation programs build stronger, more diverse teacher pipelines. Learn about key findings from 
REL Midwest’s study Understanding the Teacher Pipeline for Indiana's K–12 Public Schools as well as 
barriers to entering and completing educator preparation programs and strategies to improve equity and 
support different affinity groups. 

Read more 

Video highlights evidence-based strategies to support reading for 
understanding in kindergarten through grade 3 
Young readers often struggle to decode unfamiliar words, a skill that requires a strong foundation in both 
phonemic awareness and phonics. Our new video highlights evidence-based practices for teaching 
decoding to early readers. The strategies are based on the What Works Clearinghouse practice guide 
Foundational Skills to Support Reading for Understanding in Kindergarten Through 3rd Grade. 

Read more 

Resource roundup: Evidence-based strategies to cultivate early literacy 
skills as young students return to school 
Check out these resources and events from the REL network and the What Works Clearinghouse to 
explore research and strategies for supporting early childhood literacy development. 

Read more 

Running records for early literacy assessment training 
When assessing students’ early literacy skills, one challenge teachers face is identifying where and how 
students are struggling with reading. This training, designed to be delivered in two sessions, guides 
teachers, literacy coaches, and academic interventionists in using running records for formative 
assessment to identify where early readers need help. 

Read more 

Ask A REL 
Browse the responses to some recent questions submitted to our Ask A REL reference desk, and then 
submit a question of your own! 

What recent research or resources are available on measuring early math development? 

What recent research or resources are available on math skills that predict future math 
proficiency? 

What recent research or resources are available on supporting English learner students through 
response to intervention? 

What recent research or resources are available on rates of English learner students in special 
education? 

Upcoming events 
May 24: Improving and diversifying the teacher pipeline, Webinar (3:00–4:15 p.m. Eastern 
Time / 2:00–3:15 p.m. Central Time). Join REL Midwest for a free webinar on research 
takeaways and actionable strategies to help states and preparation programs build stronger, 
more diverse teacher pipelines. Register 

Contact Us 
Please contact us for more information 
about any of the items in this newsletter 
or to speak to a member of our staff. 
We look forward to hearing from you. 

REL Midwest at American Institutes for Research 
10 S. Riverside Plaza, Suite 600 

Chicago, IL 60606 

This material was prepared under Contract ED-IES-17-C-0007 by Regional Educational Laboratory Midwest, administered 
by the American Institutes for Research. The content of the publication does not necessarily reflect the views or policies of 
the Institute of Education Sciences (IES) or the U.S. Department of Education, nor does mention of trade names, 
commercial products, or organizations imply endorsement by the U.S. government. 
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