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Assessing learning changes after spring 2020 COVID-19 school 
closures: A toolkit 
This REL Midwest toolkit provides a step-by-step guide to help districts better understand how students 
are faring after widespread school closures during the COVID-19 pandemic. Created in partnership with 
the Ohio Department of Education, the toolkit is designed for district-level researchers or teams. 

Read more 

Supporting beginning readers: New report looks at reading 
achievement gaps and trends in kindergarten and grade 1 for two 
districts 
REL Midwest studied reading achievement across kindergarten and grade 1 for two Illinois districts and 
found that gaps among student groups widened over time. 

Read more 

It takes a village to support early literacy 
Yolanda Knight, program director of the Steans Family Foundation, describes how North Lawndale 
READS, an early literacy initiative in Chicago, partners with schools and community groups to support 
equitable access to learning. 

Read more 

Actionable district strategies to build a diverse teacher workforce and 
foster educational equity 
A diverse teaching staff helps promote culturally responsive instruction, equitable opportunities, and 
academic gains for all students. Learn how REL Midwest researchers and district leaders in Racine, 
Wisconsin, are partnering to conduct continuous improvement cycles that advance strategies for 
building a more diverse teacher workforce. 

Read more 

Transforming the culture of education: Improving teacher working 
conditions 
How can districts and schools create more supportive working conditions for teachers? Our new 
documentary explores this issue by examining the relevant research, the vital role that school leaders 
play, and the perspectives of teachers and district and school leaders. 

Read more 

Learning for a lifetime 
The pandemic has underscored the need for social and emotional learning (SEL). This REL Midwest 
documentary highlights efforts across Minnesota to implement SEL for high school students. 
Researchers, school leaders, and teachers discuss how to create a positive school climate, build trust 
between students and staff, and implement SEL practices. 

Read more 

REL COVID-19 resources 
Support educators and students during the pandemic with the REL Program’s COVID-19 resources 
page. The page covers a range of topics and is updated regularly. Check out some of the latest 
offerings: 

REL Appalachia blog post: Supporting Students Experiencing Trauma During the COVID-19 
Pandemic 

REL Mid-Atlantic blog post: Going the Distance: Online Strategies for Helping Students with 
Disabilities 

REL West guide and activities: Supporting Young English Learners at Home 

Ask A REL 
Browse the responses to some recent questions submitted to our Ask A REL reference desk, and then 
submit a question of your own! 

What research is available on data use practices that impact equity in schools? 

What research or resources are available on factors that influence teacher working conditions or 
teacher well-being? 

What research or resources are available on metrics used to measure teacher working conditions 
or teacher well-being? 

What research is available on virtual learning and teacher working conditions or teacher well-
being? 

Contact Us 
Please contact us for more information 
about any of the items in this newsletter 
or to speak to a member of our staff. 
We look forward to hearing from you. 

REL Midwest at American Institutes for Research 
10 S. Riverside Plaza, Suite 600 

Chicago, IL 60606 

This material was prepared under Contract ED-IES-17-C-0007 by Regional Educational Laboratory Midwest, administered 
by the American Institutes for Research. The content of the publication does not necessarily reflect the views or policies of 
the Institute of Education Sciences (IES) or the U.S. Department of Education, nor does mention of trade names, 
commercial products, or organizations imply endorsement by the U.S. government. 
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