
New study findings: Understanding the teacher pipeline 
As in many states, education leaders in Indiana are concerned about teacher shortages and interested 
in better understanding the teacher pipeline to ensure a diverse and qualified teacher workforce for the 
state’s K–12 public schools. This study examined the characteristics and outcomes of students who 
enrolled in an Indiana public college or university and pursued a bachelor’s degree in education. A 
related infographic highlights the study’s key findings. 

Read more   

April 14 webinar: Evidence-based literacy interventions to support 
young learners during and after the COVID-19 pandemic 
Join REL Midwest for a free webinar on effective early childhood strategies to help prekindergarten– 
grade 3 students develop reading skills during and after the COVID-19 pandemic. Literacy experts share 
evidence-based strategies that educators can incorporate into their summer or end-of-year planning to 
support students during the 2021/22 school year. In addition, early childhood practitioners present 
several strategies they plan to use to support early literacy instruction (3:00–4:15 p.m. Central Time). 

Learn more and register   

New report examines the association between high school choice in 
Indiana and students’ college and career readiness and early college 
success 
A new REL Midwest report examines how Indiana students’ performance on indicators of college and 
career readiness and early college success varied by the type of high school in which students enrolled: 
traditional public schools, charter schools, or private schools that accept Indiana Choice Scholarships 
(private voucher schools). 

Read more   

Tools and outcomes from an evaluation of a networked improvement 
community of alternative learning centers 
Educators interested in evaluating networked improvement communities (NICs) can adapt the tools and 
process in our new REL Midwest report, which presents the results from an evaluation of a NIC focused 
on improving graduation rates at alternative learning centers.  

Read more   

What Works Clearinghouse practice guide: Helping struggling K–6 
students in math 
A new What Works Clearinghouse practice guide provides six recommendations for assisting students 
struggling with mathematics in kindergarten through grade 6. A panel of experts in mathematics and 
special education distilled recent, rigorous intervention research to develop these recommendations. 
Educators, math specialists, math coaches, district and state personnel, and parents can use the guide 
to tailor math instruction and interventions. 

Read more   

Ask A REL 
Browse the responses to some recent questions submitted to our Ask A REL reference desk, and then 
submit a question of your own! 

What recent research or resources are available on virtual learning practices and student 
engagement, particularly resources in response to teaching efforts during COVID-19? 

What research or resources are available on adult basic education and online learning? 

What research or resources are available about approaches for mentoring racially diverse 
teachers? 

What research or resources are available on the relationship between basic skills tests for 
teacher licensure and teacher recruitment or teacher impact on student achievement? 

Upcoming events 
April 6:  Designing and Delivering Career Pathways at Community Colleges: An 
Introduction to the Recommendations, Webinar (3:30–4:30 p.m. Eastern Time). Explore 
strategies for applying the evidence-based recommendations in a recently released What Works 
Clearinghouse Practice Guide designed to help administrators, staff, and faculty at community 
colleges effectively develop and implement career pathways and career and technical education 
initiatives. Participants will hear from the six expert panelists who shaped the guide. Register 

April 7: Culturally Responsive Practices in Wisconsin: Results from a Study of a 
Professional Development Training Program, Society for Research in Child Development 
2021 Biennial Meeting (available on demand). This virtual poster presentation highlights the 
Wisconsin Response to Intervention Center’s Building Culturally Responsive Systems 
professional development program and the uptake and implementation of culturally responsive 
practices. Learn more 

April 14: Evidence-Based Literacy Interventions to Support Young Learners During and 
After the COVID-19 Pandemic, Webinar (3:00–4:15 p.m. Central Time). This free webinar 
presents effective early childhood strategies to help prekindergarten–grade 3 students develop 
reading skills during and after the COVID-19 pandemic. Both literacy experts and early childhood 
practitioners share strategies on meeting the literacy needs of young learners. Register 

April 19: Moving the Needle on Graduation Rates: Goal Setting Lessons from a Minnesota 
Networked Improvement Community, Carnegie Summit (available on demand). This virtual 
session describes how teachers participating in a networked improvement community used a 
goal-setting activity and improvement science methods to help students at alternative learning 
centers recover credits to make progress toward graduation. Learn more 

 
 
Contact Us 
Please contact us for more information 
about any of the items in this newsletter 
or to speak to a member of our staff. 
We look forward to hearing from you. 

 
REL Midwest at American Institutes for Research 

10 S. Riverside Plaza, Suite 600 
Chicago, IL 60606 
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