
Midwest Early Childhood Education 
Research Alliance (MECERA) 

The alliance examines early childhood education. 

The primary focus is on Illinois. A community of practice connects key stakeholders across the region. 
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Alliance members 

Primary members 

▪ Amy Blaum, Nokomis Public Schools 

▪ Sheila Boozer, Springfield Public Schools 

▪ Lynn Burgett, Illinois State Board of Education 
(ISBE) 

▪ Stephanie Cohen, Chicago Public Schools 

▪ Karen Corken, ISBE  

▪ Mary Beth Corrigan, Illinois Dept. of Children and 
Family Services (DCFS) 

▪ Barbara Garrison, Brokaw Early Learning Center 

▪ Diane Grigsby-Jackson, Illinois Dept. of Human 
Services  

▪ Jason Helfer, ISBE 

▪ Nakisha Hobbs, Illinois Dept. of Human Services 

▪ Kimberly Mann, Illinois DCFS  

▪ Andrew McCree, Ann Reid Early Childhood 
Center 

▪ Lauri Morrison-Frichtl, Illinois Head Start Assoc. 

▪ Kimberly Nelson, Rockford Public Schools 

MECERA brings together early childhood 
practitioners, policymakers, advocates, 
and researchers from the Midwest to: 

▪ Increase the region’s capacity to 
access, conduct, interpret, and make 
sense of early childhood education 
research. 

▪ Support the use of this research in 
decisionmaking at the state and local 
levels.  

 

Alliance goals 

 

▪ Peggy Ondera, Elgin Area School District U46 

▪ Andrea Palmer, Illinois Dept. of Public Health 

▪ Bethany Patten, Illinois Governor's Office of 
Early Childhood Development 

▪ Elliot Regenstein, Foresight Law and Policy  

▪ Charlie Rosemond, Northern Illinois University 

▪ Cynthia Tate, Governor’s Office of Early 
Childhood Development 

Community of practice 

▪ Bobbie Burnham, Minnesota Dept. of Education  

▪ Wendy Grove, Ohio Dept. of Education  

▪ Sherry Kimball, Wisconsin Dept. of Public 
Instruction  

▪ Richard Lower, Michigan Dept. of Education  

▪ Sarah Parks-Reese, Indiana Dept. of Education 

▪ Kimberly Villotti, Iowa Dept. of Education 
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MECERA RESEARCH AGENDA 
 

To work toward its goals, the Midwest Early Childhood Education Research Alliance 

developed a shared research agenda to guide current and future projects and the direction of 

the alliance. This research agenda serves as a roadmap for alliance work to help 

ensure that projects directly address alliance members’ needs, supply research that informs 

policy and practice, and increase members’ capacity to conduct and use research. 

 

Alliance members have identified the following topics as areas of focus for their work. 

    

Topics Research questions Projects Timing 

Kindergarten 
Readiness 

 

1. Are there achievement gaps in kindergarten 
readiness between key student subgroups (e.g., 
eligible and ineligible for free or reduced-price 
lunch, various racial/ethnic backgrounds, English 
learner and English-proficient, boys and girls)? 

2. What obstacles have teachers and administrators 
identified when administering the state's 
kindergarten readiness assessment? What 
suggestions do they have for improving the data 
collection process? 

 

▪ Applied research: 
Children's Knowledge 
and Skills at Kindergarten 
Entry in Illinois 
(description) 

▪ Training, coaching, and 
technical support: 
Interpreting KIDS 
Workshops (description) 

▪ Training, coaching, and 
technical support: 
Training of Trainers—
Interpreting KIDS 
Workshops 

December 2017–
December 2018 

 

 

June 2017– 
August 2018 

 

 

October 2018 

  

https://ies.ed.gov/ncee/edlabs/projects/project.asp?projectID=4573
https://ies.ed.gov/ncee/edlabs/regions/midwest/events/archived_events/2017/november-29.aspx
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MECERA Research Agenda 

    

Topics Research questions Projects Timing 

Kindergarten 
Readiness 

(continued) 

3. How can kindergarten teachers use KIDS data to 
inform their classroom practice? 

4. What is the reading achievement gap for at-risk 
populations in Illinois as children advance 
through kindergarten and grade 1? 

5. What features of children’s early preschool 
experiences are associated with reading growth? 
Do these associations vary between subgroups 
(e.g., eligible and ineligible for free or reduced-
price lunch, English learner and English-
proficient)? 

▪ Engagement: 
Kindergarten Entry 
Assessments: What You 
Need to Know (video)  

▪ Engagement: Equipping 
Parents to Support 
Kindergarten Readiness 
(webinar) 

▪ Applied research: 
Relationship Between 
Student Characteristics 
and Reading 
Achievement Proficiency 
in Early Childhood 
(proposed) 

July 2018 

 

 

May 2017 

 

 

November 2019–
August 2020 

--------------- 

Cross-System 
Collaboration 

 

--------------- 

1. To what extent do agencies and programs serving 
young children collaborate? What types of 
contacts, frequency, and duration are commonly 
used? 

2. To what extent do the services provided by 
agencies and programs that serve young children 
overlap in terms of the population served and the 
types of programming delivered? 

--------------- 

We are determining projects 
that align with these research 
questions. 

 

  

https://ies.ed.gov/ncee/edlabs/regions/midwest/blogs/kindergarten-entry-assessments-video.aspx
https://ies.ed.gov/ncee/edlabs/regions/midwest/events/archived_events/2017/may_17.aspx
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MECERA Research Agenda 

    

Topics Research questions Projects Timing 

Cross-System 
Collaboration 

(continued) 

3. What are promising practices for cross-system 
collaboration among agencies serving young 
children and their families? What are the resources 
that are required to implement cross-system 
collaboration and overcome barriers to 
collaboration? 

4. According to departmental heads of agencies 
that serve young children, what is the need for 
cross-system training? 

We are determining projects 
that align with these research 
questions. 

 

--------------- 

School Age 

 

--------------- 

1. What is the relationship between exposure to 
quality preK education and growth in primary 
grades, as measured by grade 3 test scores? 

2. Do children who have a kindergarten teacher 
who has early childhood education credentials 
perform better than children who have a 
kindergarten teacher with elementary education 
credentials on measures of academic or social- 
emotional well-being? 

3. Who attends early childhood education 
programs? Are there disparities in attendance by 
family socioeconomic status, parental 
employment status, home language, and locale? 

 

--------------- 

We are determining projects 
that align with these research 
questions. 
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MECERA Research Agenda 

    

Topics Research questions Projects Timing 

School Age 

(continued) 

4. To what extent are the curriculum and pedagogy 
in preschool and kindergarten vertically aligned? 

5. What strategies exist for measuring the quality of 
programs that span from kindergarten through 
grade 2? 

We are determining projects 
that align with these research 
questions. 

 

--------------- 

Social-Emotional 
Development 

 

--------------- 

1. How do early childhood professionals currently 
address social-emotional development through 
trauma-informed practices? To what extent have 
they received training on how to do so? 

2. How do early childhood educators measure 
social-emotional development? What types of 
programming are being used to address these 
skills? 

3. What are the characteristics of programs that 
provide social-emotional support for young 
children? How do these characteristics vary by 
locale? Whom do these programs serve? 

4. How are social-emotional needs of children 
being addressed by different governmental 
agencies and in early childhood education? 

--------------- 

We are determining projects 
that align with these research 
questions. 
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