
 

 
 

COVID-19 Guidance from State 
Education Departments in the 
Northeast & Islands Region 

Regional Educational 
Laboratory  
Northeast & Islands 

From the National Center for Education Evaluation at IES 

 
What guidance related to COVID-19 are states in the REL Northeast & Islands 
region providing? 

As public education systems respond to school closures resulting from the COVID-19 outbreak, state leaders are 
producing new guidelines and gathering resources to promote consistent support for staff and students. Below is a 
compilation of guidance documents that have been released by the REL Northeast & Islands member states.   

Connecticut State Department of Education  
 
• Guidance to Connecticut School Districts in Regard to COVID-19. Includes guidelines for school closures and 

distance learning; postponing, or cancellation of events; COVID-19 planning tool; guidance regarding “green 
cleaning” requirements. 

• COVID-19: Resources for Families and Educators. This includes resources to support student learning during 
school closures due to COVID-19; resources for families: including information on Advanced Placement (AP) 
students, adult education, mathematics, special education, and English learners; resources for educators: 
including planning, AP updates, distribution of meals and educational materials, special education, English 
learners, financial FAQ, Learn from Home Taskforce, distance learning, adult education, superintendent letters, 
and Secretary DeVos’ New Resource on Accessibility and Distance Learning Options.  

Maine Department of Education  

• Maine Department of Education Coronavirus Update. This includes news updates and information on feeding 
Maine students, internet connectivity, resources for schools including Guidance to Schools for Continuity of 
Educational Services, supporting children during outbreaks, webinars including COVID-19 guidance for 
schools and COVID-19 nutrition/school lunch, health recommendations, guidance for school boards, travel, and 
planning for a pandemic event.  

Massachusetts Department of Elementary and Secondary Education 

• Remote Learning Recommendations During COVID-19 School Closures. Includes a short set of guiding 
principles for Massachusetts’ priorities as an educational community in the coming weeks, as well as specific 
recommendations regarding remote learning.  

• COVID-19 Information and Resources. Includes guidance and information for schools including school 
closure, letter to families about remote learning, and links to other state and federal resources such as the CDC 
Checklist for Teachers, Parents and Administrators.  

https://portal.ct.gov/SDE/Press-Room/Press-Releases/2020/Guidance-to-Connecticut-School-Districts-in-Regard-to-COVID-19
https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/SDE/Digest/2019-20/March-2020-State-Department-of-Education-Covid19-Guidance.pdf
https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/SDE/Digest/2019-20/2020-COVID-19-Green-Cleaning-Guidance.pdf
https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/SDE/Digest/2019-20/2020-COVID-19-Green-Cleaning-Guidance.pdf
https://portal.ct.gov/SDE/COVID19/COVID-19-Resources-for-Families-and-Educators
https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/SDE/Digest/2019-20/2020323-USED-Communication.pdf
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__renniecenter.us15.list-2Dmanage.com_track_click-3Fu-3D36495a4ecef7127f09e3a418c-26id-3D6692d3ac70-26e-3D9e84736e81&d=DwMFaQ&c=vVQ1ZlsfewgPU96ZIUB5kg&r=Rpz4gZjhratFxmESdahI1w&m=qcP5C_M-_v_L_D7Jb482WB_jzOIKhyfbZmCEFrWGXx8&s=njIDxv5u6bIcbuAc8pW53l_OT83ROjcdblVCLTNasjw&e=
https://mailchi.mp/maine/cu5lemq6y0-1320789
https://mailchi.mp/maine/cu5lemq6y0-1320789
https://www.maine.gov/doe/sites/maine.gov.doe/files/inline-files/COVID-19.pdf
https://www.maine.gov/doe/sites/maine.gov.doe/files/inline-files/COVID-19.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Op4r_gZGTBs&feature=youtu.be
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__renniecenter.us15.list-2Dmanage.com_track_click-3Fu-3D36495a4ecef7127f09e3a418c-26id-3D6692d3ac70-26e-3D9e84736e81&d=DwMFaQ&c=vVQ1ZlsfewgPU96ZIUB5kg&r=Rpz4gZjhratFxmESdahI1w&m=qcP5C_M-_v_L_D7Jb482WB_jzOIKhyfbZmCEFrWGXx8&s=njIDxv5u6bIcbuAc8pW53l_OT83ROjcdblVCLTNasjw&e=
http://www.doe.mass.edu/covid19/
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/community/schools-childcare/checklist.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/community/schools-childcare/checklist.html


 
 

New Hampshire Department of Education  

• Answering your Questions about Remote Instruction. Includes answers to some of the most common questions 
received at the New Hampshire Department of Education including how missed days will be made up, how 
special education students will be taught, expectations for parents, and provision of school breakfasts and 
lunches.  

• COVID-19 (coronavirus) Resources for Schools. Includes a list of links to guidance documents, recorded 
conference calls with school leaders, and guidance for remote instruction. 

New York State Education Department 

• Updated Guidance to Schools Regarding Novel Coronavirus During Statewide School Closure. Includes 
measures to ensure continuity of learning and child nutrition services including updated guidance related to 
school closure. Additional information about P–12 school guidance, continuity of learning, guidance for 
colleges and universities, licensed professionals, adult education programs, and New York State Education 
Department employees as well as building closures are available on the New York State Education Department 
Coronavirus (COVID-19) website.  

Puerto Rico Department of Education  

• Academic Alternatives. The Puerto Rico Department of Education is allowing students to use an online 
platform called “aplicación EduPR” to access materials and assignments by grade level and in the four content 
areas. Special education services have been suspended, which includes therapy services until further notice. 

Rhode Island Department of Education  

• COVID-19 Updates and Resources. Includes updates and resources for the Rhode Island community about the 
coronavirus including a distance learning resource guide, a list of resources for distance learning and working 
with your child at home, and other resources for distance learning.  

Vermont Agency of Education 

• COVID-19 Guidance for Vermont Schools. Includes information specific to Vermont schools and Supervisory 
Unions or Supervisory Districts including school closure guidance, special education guidance, guidance for 
school nutrition program, and information for families.   

U.S. Virgin Islands Department of Education 

• Office of Public Relations and Communications. Includes links to Meal Distribution Schedule, family-friendly 
Coronavirus Preventative Care Tips, and News and Press Releases.  
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https://www.education.nh.gov/news/answering-your-questions-about-remote-instruction
https://www.education.nh.gov/who-we-are/commissioner/covid-19
https://www.education.nh.gov/who-we-are/division-of-educator-and-analytic-resources/bureau-of-educational-opportunities/public-school-approval-office/remote-instruction
http://www.nysed.gov/news/2020/state-education-department-issues-updated-guidance-schools-regarding-novel-coronavirus
http://www.nysed.gov/coronavirus
http://www.nysed.gov/coronavirus
http://intraedu.dde.pr/Comunicados%20Oficiales/202003150836-FIRMADO.pdf
https://de.pr.gov/covid19/
http://intraedu.dde.pr/Comunicados%20Oficiales/202003150923-FIRMADO.pdf
https://www.ride.ri.gov/InsideRIDE/AdditionalInformation/Covid19.aspx
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/e/2PACX-1vSvuvmuLOxOW0fC8MPR_H3Sjg722lP385dhQciHVma5klY30Lj4MQnAAw5BK2S0eA/pubhtml
https://www.ride.ri.gov/Portals/0/Uploads/Documents/RIDECovidResources.pdf
https://www.ride.ri.gov/Portals/0/Uploads/Documents/RIDECovidResources.pdf
https://education.vermont.gov/news/covid-19-guidance-vermont-schools
https://www.vide.vi/our-divisions/public-relations.html
https://www.vide.vi/our-divisions/public-relations/2010-meal-distribution-schedule-announced-for-v-i-students.html
https://www.vide.vi/our-divisions/public-relations/1984-corona-virus-preventative-care-tips.html
https://www.vide.vi/our-divisions/public-relations.html#news-press-releases

