
Fishbone diagram 

3 

Participation in class activities 
is not equitable across students 

Students lack language and 
listening skillsCauses 

2 Factors 

Students don’t see the relevance 
of math in their lives 

Students lack confidence 
in math 

Teachers have received limited 
professional development on 
math instruction that promotes 
engagement 

Teachers have limited access to 
tools and models for developing 
instructional activities 

Teachers are new to the 
school’s math curriculum 

Students are more focused 
on procedures than concepts 

Students have difficulty 
visualizing math concepts 

Some students just look to 
get the “right answer” 

The curriculum lacks open, 
authentic tasks 

Math activities are too 
procedurally focused 




