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Data Inquiry Framework



Step 1: Seek information
Ask questions 

Source: Bocala, Henry, Mundry, & Morgan, 2014



Today’s questions for inquiry 

1. What are the accelerated learning 
participation rates of various student 
groups in Oregon and in my school or 
district? 

2. Are there differences in participation 
rates that are related to accelerated 
learning type or student characteristics?

Ask 
questions 

Source: Bocala et al., 2014



Step 2: Access and gather data
Use dashboard 
to access and 
gather data

Database data sources
• Advanced Placement (AP) and International Baccalaureate (IB) 

course data: Oregon Department of Education K–12 records
• Dual-credit and direct-enrollment course data: Higher Education 

Coordinating Commission community college and university records
• Regional Promise course data: Regional Promise grantees

Source: Bocala et al., 2014



Orientation to Dashboard:
https://bit.ly/OR-AL-Data

https://bit.ly/OR-AL-Data


Table 1. Statewide accelerated learning participation by eligibility for 
free or reduced-price lunch, 2018/19

Accelerated learning Percentage of students 
EVER eligible

Percentage of students 
NEVER eligible

Dual credit

AP

IB

Direct enrollment 



Table 1. Statewide accelerated learning participation by eligibility for 
free or reduced-price lunch, 2018/19

Accelerated learning Percentage of students 
EVER eligible

Percentage of students 
NEVER eligible

Dual credit 15% 25%

AP 13% 26%

IB 3% 9%

Direct enrollment 4% 6%



Table 2. Your school or district’s accelerated learning participation rates 
by eligibility for free or reduced-price lunch, 2018/19

Accelerated learning Percentage of students 
EVER eligible

Percentage of students 
NEVER eligible

Dual credit

AP

IB

Direct enrollment 



Table 3. Your school or district’s accelerated learning participation rates 
by race/ethnicity, 2018/19

Dual 
credit

AP IB Direct enrollment

American Indian/Alaska Native

Asian

Black

Hispanic/Latinx

Multiracial

Native Hawaiian/Pacific Islander

White



Table 4. Your school or district’s accelerated learning participation rates 
by English learner status, 2018/19

Dual 
credit

AP IB Direct enrollment

Students classified as English learner in 
grades K-8 (not grades 9-12)

Students classified as English learner in 
grades 9-12

Students never classified as English 
learner



Table 5. Your school or district’s accelerated learning participation rates 
by special education status, 2018/19

Dual 
credit

AP IB Direct enrollment

Students EVER had an individualized 
education program (IEP)

Students NEVER had an IEP



Step 3: Analyze and interpret data

Five 
activities

Source: Bocala et al., 2014



Step 3: Analyze and interpret data (five activities)

Source: Bocala et al., 2014



Step 3: Activity 1 

Source: Bocala et al., 2014



Step 3: Activity 2

Source: Bocala et al., 2014



Step 3: Activity 3

Source: Bocala et al., 2014



Specify a challenge

Based on your data in 
tables 2 through 5, which 
participation gap do you 

think is urgent to address?



Step 3: Activity 4

Source: Bocala et al., 2014



Step 3: Activity 5

Source: Bocala et al., 2014



Overall, 13 percent of students ever eligible for FRPL took AP courses 
compared with 26 percent of students never eligible.

Why? Because AP is not offered as widely in schools that serve lower-income 
students.

Why? Because staff at schools serving lower-income communities perceive a 
lower demand for these advanced course offerings.

Why? Because fewer students and families at schools serving lower-income 
communities express interest in taking these courses. 

Why? Because too few students and families in schools serving lower-income 
communities have been informed about the advantages of taking these advanced 
courses.

Why? Because we have not communicated the advantages of these courses 
for all students.



Potential Action Step

Develop a plan to 
communicate the 
benefits of AP 
coursework from 
the start of high 
school.



Data inquiry framework

Source: Bocala et al., 2014



Contact Us

REL Northwest at Education Northwest
101 SW Main Street Suite 500
Portland, OR 97204-3213

ies.ed.gov/ncee/edlabs/regions/northwest
@relnw
relnw@educationnorthwest.org
800.547.6339

mailto:relnw@educationnorthwest.org
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