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“Zero tolerance” was initially defined  
as consistently enforced suspension and 
expulsion policies in response to 
weapons, drugs, and violent acts in       
the school setting. 

(American Psychological Association, 2008)



Zero-
tolerance 

policies

• Higher rate of exclusionary discipline

• Wider racial discipline gap

• Used for nonviolent behaviors

̶ Disrespect

̶ Defiance

̶ Disruption

̶ Minor verbal and physical 
aggression 

(Curran, 2016)



Suspensions 
and chronic 
absenteeism                                           

are costly 
for students

•Removes students from classroom 
instruction 

•Weakens the students’ connection 
with their school, teachers, and peers 

•Lowers students’ academic 
achievement

•Increases risk of repeating a grade 
and/or dropping out

(Balfanz, Byrnes, & Fox, 2015; Fabelo et al., 2011; Hinze-Pifer & Sartain, 2018; Noltemeyer, Ward, 
& Mcloughlin, 2015)



Oregon Policy Reforms
Grades K–12
• Provide opportunities for students to learn from mistakes
• Foster positive learning communities
• Keep students in school
• Impose discipline without bias against students from 

protected classes
• Propose alternative programs of instruction, where 

appropriate, using evidence-based approaches

2013

2015

Grades K–5
• Limits out-of-school suspensions to nonaccidental conduct 

causing serious physical harm to a student or school employee 

(Drinkwater, 2014, 2016; H. R. 2192, OR. 2013; S. 553, OR. 2015) 



Chat Activity

In the chat box, please 
share how reducing 
exclusionary discipline 
could help improve student 
outcomes in your work. 



Study questions

1. What were the changes in the number of discipline incidents per 100 students, 
percentages of students who received exclusionary discipline, and number of 
suspension days per 100 students?

2. Were the changes associated with the timing of the school discipline reforms, even after 
other factors that might have changed over the study period were adjusted for?

3. What were the changes by categories of behavioral infractions that resulted in 
exclusionary discipline, especially for minor infractions and possession of weapons, 
after other factors were adjusted for?

(Nishioka, Williams, Deutschlander, Burke, Aylward, & Merrill, 2020)



In grades 9–12, there was a short-term reduction in the number of out-of-school suspensions per 100 students 
right after the 2013 policy—which reversed and began to trend upward in recent years 
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In grades 6–8, there was also a short-term reduction in out-of-school suspensions per 100 students—which 
reverted toward pre-policy trends
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In grades K–5, there was also a short-term reduction in out-of-school suspensions after the 2015 
policy reform—which appeared to be reverting toward pre-policy trends 
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State policy reforms were associated with

Reductions in expulsions for students in grades 6‒8 and K‒5, but not in grades 9‒12. 

Reductions in out-of-school suspensions for aggression for all grade spans; however, in 
grades 9‒12 and 6‒8, the use of out-of-school suspensions reverted to pre-policy trends 
in later post-policy years.

Reductions in out-of-school suspensions for minor infractions for grades 6‒8 and K‒5, 
but not in grades 9‒12.

(Nishioka et al., 2020)



Chat Activity

In the chat box, please 
share some actions your 
team has taken to 
improve school discipline 
overall and for different 
racial/ethnic groups? 



Suggestions on how the state and districts 
could help schools reduce exclusionary 
discipline 

• Investigate exclusionary discipline practices to plan allocation of 
resources and identify interventions

̶ Identify schools that need support

̶ Identify student groups that receive disproportionately high rates 
of exclusions

̶ Identify possible root causes of the discipline incidents overall, 
for students of color, and for students with disabilities

• Provide training and resources to reduce unnecessary suspensions to 
administrators, teachers, specialists, and paraprofessionals

• Continue to monitor trends to ensure progress toward reducing 
unnecessary exclusionary discipline and adjust interventions if needed



Additional discussion

• How will you use these findings to inform your work?



Additional discussion

• What do you want to know more about related to school discipline in Oregon?



Contact Us

REL Northwest at Education Northwest
101 SW Main Street Suite 500
Portland, OR 97204-3213

ies.ed.gov/ncee/edlabs/regions/northwest
@relnw
relnw@educationnorthwest.org
800.547.6339

mailto:relnw@educationnorthwest.org
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