
    

 Format for Facilitator Practice 

• Each person will spend about 10 minutes presenting slides from Module 1, Session 1: 
• Person 1: slides 2-7 
• Person 2: slides 8-13 
• Person 3: slides 14-18 
• Person 4: slides 19-23 
• Person 5: slides 24-28 
• Person 6: slides 31-36 

• We will skip slides 29 and 30 because we already watched the videos and did the activity 
during Day 1. 

• Use Facilitator Guide, Module 1: Print Knowledge (p. 2-19). 
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Professional Learning 
Community

EMERGENT LITERACY 

Module 1: Print Knowledge 
Session 1 

What Is Print Knowledge,
Why It Is Important, and

How to Teach It Effectively 
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Purpose of This
Professional Learning Community (PLC) 

To engage in collaborative learning experiences to 
support preschool teachers in applying evidence-based 
language and literacy strategies. 
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Norms For Our PLC 

Cell phones Pay attention to Presume 
on silent self and others positive intentions 
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Modules and Sessions 
Module Topic Session Duration 

1 Print Knowledge 

2 Phonological Awareness 

3 Vocabulary 

4 Oral Language 

1 90 minutes 
2 90 minutes 
3 60 minutes 
4 90 minutes 
5 90 minutes 
6 60 minutes 
7 90 minutes 
8 90 minutes 
9 60 minutes 

10 90 minutes 
11 90 minutes 
12 60 minutes 
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Five-Step Process for PLC Sessions 
STEP 1 

Debrief 
STEP 2 

Define and Discuss Session Goals and Content 
STEP 3 

Learn and Confirm 
STEP 4 

Collaborate and Practice 
STEP 5 

Reflect, Plan, and Implement 
Professional Learning Community: Emergent Literacy Module 1 | Session 1 | 6 



    

  

  
 
 
 
 

 
      

STEP 1 Debrief 

Participant Guide Overview 
Page Section 

NA Table of Contents 
vi Session Schedule 
1 Session 1 

15 Session 2 
29 Session 3 
39 Slides 
62 Reproducible Materials 
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Activity 1: FAQs About Print Knowledge 

• Record your responses in the 
middle column of the table. 

• We will return to this activity at
the end of the Print Knowledge 
module to compare responses. 

Module 1 | Session 1 | 8 Professional Learning Community: Emergent Literacy 



    

      

     

    

       

     

    
      

STEP 2 
Define and Discuss Session Goals and Content 

•Understand the purpose of our PLC 

•Explore the Participant Guide 

•Understand that emergent literacy skills are key to success 

•Understand print knowledge and why it is important 

•Understand the features of effective instruction 
Professional Learning Community: Emergent Literacy Module 1 | Session 1 | 9 



    

    

   

    

   

      

Self-Study Reading for Session 1 

• What Is Print Knowledge? 

• Why Is Print Knowledge Important? 

• Features of Effective Instruction 
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M O 

What Is Print Knowledge? 
Knowledge of: 

• Letter names S 
• Letter sounds /m/ /s/ /ŏ/ 
• Concepts of print 

Professional Learning Community: Emergent Literacy Module 1 | Session 1 | 11 



    

      

       

      

      

Letter-Name Knowledge 

Recognition Production 
Child recognizes (sees) the letter. Child produces (says) the letter. 

Teacher: Which letter is M? 

S T M 
Teacher: Tell me these letter names. 

S T M 

Child points to M. Child points to these letters 
and says, “S, T, M.” 

Professional Learning Community: Emergent Literacy Module 1 | Session 1 | 12 
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Letter-Sound Knowledge 

The ability to look at a 
letter in print and tell 
you the sound it 
represents. 

Module 1 | Session 1 | 13 



    

 
    

     
  

      

      
  

      

Concepts of Print 
Includes the ability to: 

• Recognize the difference between letters 
and other symbols. 

• Know about the left-to-right orientation of 
print. 

• Understand that the words on the page— 
not the pictures—convey the meaning. 
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Think-Pair-Share 

How do you teach 
concepts of print? 
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Why Is Print Knowledge Important? 
•It is a precursor to reading. 

•It helps children understand the alphabetic principle. 

•It is associated with achievement in 
decoding, spelling, and reading
comprehension in kindergarten or later. 

•It is included in state standards. 
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Video 1: Letter Knowledge and Decoding Connection 
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Print Knowledge is Included in Standards 

Look at our state’s standards and 
notice how print knowledge is
included as a key learning goal. 

Highlight key words related 
to print knowledge. 

State Standards 
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Features of Effective Instruction 
Systematic 

Scope and Sequence 

I DO WE DO YOU DO 
Explicit 

Scaffolded 

Differentiated 
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Systematic Instruction 
• Presents skills and concepts logically

and sequentially, moving from the
simple to the complex. 

• Builds on previously taught skills. 

• Provides instruction in manageable, sequential steps. 

• Paces instruction according to children’s attention, understanding, 
and engagement. 
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Scope and Sequence 

• Provides a “road map,” or overview, of instruction. 

• Scope = the content to be taught. 

• Sequence = the order the content is taught. 

• Similar to a blueprint for a house. 
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Explicit Instruction I DO WE DO YOU DO 
• Sets a purpose or goal and

specific expectations. 

• Provides precise instructions using clear, direct language. 

• Identifies important details of the skill or concept being taught. 

• Makes a connection to previously learned material. 

• Provides multiple examples and opportunities for children to
practice. 
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Explicit Instructional Routine 
I DO Teacher explains and models the skill or concept. 

WE DO Teacher provides guided practice with scaffolding
(prompts, corrective feedback). 

YOU DO Children engage in independent practice and 
cumulative review. 
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Explicit Instruction Includes
Providing Multiple Examples or Models 
In the first step the teacher explains and models. 

The teacher: I DO 
•Demonstrates the skill or concept. 
•Uses visuals or manipulatives. 
•Provides at least two models. 
•Uses nonexamples when appropriate. 

Professional Learning Community: Emergent Literacy Module 1 | Session 1 | 24 



    

  

 
      

                     

 

      

Explicit Instruction Includes
Providing Multiple Opportunities to Practice 
Engage all children in responding to your prompts. 
Practice occurs after teacher modeling for each step in instruction: 

Guided Practice Independent Practice 

WE DO YOU DO 

Professional Learning Community: Emergent Literacy Module 1 | Session 1 | 25 



    

  
    

        

         
        

           

      
          

      

Explicit, Implicit, and Incidental Instruction 
Explicit Instruction is for introducing a new skill or concept. 

Use the I Do, We Do, You Do routine to teach the letter N. 

Implicit Instruction is for children to practice a skill or concept that has 
previously been explicitly taught, with less scaffolding than explicit 
instruction. 

After the letter N is explicitly taught, practice identifying it during read- alouds. 

Incidental Instruction takes advantage of teachable moments. 
At snack time, ask, “Can anyone find the letter N on your wrapper?” 
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Explicit Instruction in Your Classroom 
1. Which of the following do you consistently implement? 

•Explain and model each skill or concept. 

•Provide guided practice with feedback. 

•Allow for independent practice and cumulative review.. 

2. Which of these will you plan to add or 
enhance when you teach explicitly? 
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STEP 3 
Learn and Confirm 

Activity 2: Scenario Sort 

1. Identify classroom scenarios as 
explicit, implicit, or incidental. 

2. Describe when each type of
instruction should be implemented. 
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Activity 3: Videos: Comparison of
Explicit and Implicit Instruction 

Video 2: Small-Group Explicit Instruction Using Sound Bags (M and S) 
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Activity 3: Videos: Comparison of
Explicit and Implicit Instruction 

Video 3: Implicit Print Knowledge Instruction in Multiple Contexts 
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Scaffolded Instruction 
• Affirms correct responses and provides specific, 

corrective feedback for errors. 

• Elaborates on children’s responses. 

• Ensures that most children show mastery or 
understanding before moving on. 

• Provides feedback after task completion. 
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Differentiated Instruction 
Matching your instruction to each child’s 

different needs and abilities 

To accomplish this, use assessment data and 
observations to form small groups whose 
membership, content, and size are flexible. 

•Keep group sizes small. 
•Meet as often as possible. 
•Stick to your allotted time. 
•Match content to instructional need. 
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STEP 4 
Collaborate and Practice 

Activity 4: Features of Effective Instruction 
1. Which feature do you think you implement 

well in your instruction of print knowledge?
Provide an example. 

• Systematic instruction 
• Scope and sequence 
• Explicit instruction 
• Scaffolded instruction 
• Differentiated instruction 

Module 1 | Session 1 | 33 

2. Which feature do you want to improve on in 
your instruction of print knowledge? How? 
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Activity 5: Reflect 

STEP 5 
Reflect, Plan, and Implement 

1. What did you learn that confirmed or contradicted 
what you already knew about 
• Instruction of print knowledge? 
• Features of effective instruction? 

2. What would you like to add or change to your current instruction of 
print knowledge? Discuss and record ideas. 
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Reflect, Plan, and Implement 

Activity 6: Plan and Implement (Self-Study) 
DO 

• Answer the reflection questions on page 13. 

WATCH • Two videos shown during this session. 
Answer the reflection question. 

READ • Self-Study Reading for Session 2 on pages 
15–19. 
• Note your questions or comments. 
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We have completed 
Session 1 



    

 

Facilitator Reflection 

• What went well? 

• What was challenging? 

• What did you learn? 

• What would you change while facilitating an actual PLC? 
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Next Steps (Self-Study) 
DO 

• Advertise the opportunity for the PLC: Emergent Literacy. 
• Start scheduling. 

WATCH 

• Other PLC: Emergent Literacy videos. 
• For more information from the REL Southeast. 

READ 

• The Facilitator Guide for every module and take notes on plans
for your delivery. 

Professional Learning Community: Emergent Literacy 38 
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