
Breakout session 1 
Working through cultural trauma 

Dr. Tammie M. Causey-Konaté, 
senior technical assistance consultant, AIR 
Dr. Robyn Madison-Harris, 
senior technical assistance consultant, AIR

1



How to work through cultural trauma 

Encourage 

Encourage 
positive 
collective 
identity. 

Map 

Map assets 
pertinent to 
trauma-related 
services. 

Engage 

Engage education 
stakeholders, 
enabling them to 
leverage their 
strengths and 
social networks. 

Implement 

Implement and/or 
refine policies 
and practices to 
eradicate barriers 
and overcome 
stigmas and 
social adversities. 

Utilize 

Utilize culturally 
responsive 
programming to 
address needs and 
barriers across 
service sectors, 
communities, 
organizations, 
neighborhoods, 
families, and 
individuals. 

Source: The National Child Traumatic Stress Network: https://www.nctsn.org/trauma-informed-care/culture-and-trauma
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https://www.nctsn.org/trauma-informed-care/culture-and-trauma
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A four-step model for addressing cultural trauma 

Step 2: Disrupt deficit-based 
discourse regarding traumatic event. 

Step 1: Resist traditional 
domination. 

Step 3: Empower and arouse agency 
and creative self-transformation. 

Step 4: Develop culturally affirming 
sustainable solutions. 

Source: Causey-Konaté & Montgomery-Richard (2018).



Strengthening traditions of resistance for survival 

Case 1: Spike in Child Suicide 

On November 13, 2020, Superintendent 
Dr. Jesus Jara confirmed that Clark 
County School District in Las Vegas lost 
11 students to suicide in one semester. 
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Source: https://www.fox5vegas.com/coronavirus/suicide-rates-among-ccsd-students-on-the-rise-during-pandemic/article_a872122a-3aa9-11eb-
ba02-8f838ddd5895.html

Chat box

https://www.fox5vegas.com/coronavirus/suicide-rates-among-ccsd-students-on-the-rise-during-pandemic/article_a872122a-3aa9-11eb-ba02-8f838ddd5895.html
https://www.fox5vegas.com/coronavirus/suicide-rates-among-ccsd-students-on-the-rise-during-pandemic/article_a872122a-3aa9-11eb-ba02-8f838ddd5895.html


Strengthening traditions of resistance for survival

Case 2: Blurred Home-School Boundaries 

In Jefferson Parish, Louisiana, on September 9 and 11, 2020, 
respectively, an 11-year-old, sixth grader, Tomie Brown, and 
a 9-year-old fourth grader, Ka’Amauri Harrison were each 
recommended for expulsion for being in possession of a BB 
gun while logged on a virtual class. They have since received 
suspensions rather than expulsions. 

The public questions the school system’s right to consider 
a student’s home part of the school campus, if they are 
learning online. 
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Source: Canicosa, J. C. (2020). 

Chat box



Strengthening traditions of resistance for survival

Case 3: Unprecedented Academic Failure in K–12 Schools 
•  Failure rates in mathematics and English for the most vulnerable students in Montgomery County, 

Maryland, increased as much as sixfold (The Washington Post, December 3, 2020). 

•  In some school districts in the greater Houston metropolitan area, nearly half of the middle and high 
school students failed at least one class (The Houston Chronicle). 

•  In North Carolina, 46 percent of 3rd through 12th grade students in Wilson County Schools failed at 
least one class, more than twice the rate from the same period in fall 2019 (Associated Press). 

•  In Fairfax County Public Schools, Virginia, the percentage of middle and high school students 
earning F’s jumped from 6 percent to 11 percent (The Washington Post, November 24, 2020). 

The high failure rate among students may be caused, in part, by limited access to devices and/or the 
internet and to teachers’ preparedness to adapt quickly to new teaching and learning contexts.
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https://www.washingtonpost.com/local/education/montgomery-county-failing-grades/2020/12/03/913affd0-34fb-11eb-8d38-6aea1adb3839_story.html
https://www.houstonchronicle.com/news/houston-texas/education/article/houston-schools-fail-grades-surge-class-15743142.php
https://apnews.com/article/wilson-north-carolina-coronavirus-pandemic-735c7cd0aed78ba3fc4d9c7a4d6dacd3
https://www.washingtonpost.com/local/education/fairfax-schools-more-failing-grades/2020/11/24/1ac2412e-2e34-11eb-96c2-aac3f162215d_story.html


Lessons from the field 
Working through cultural 
trauma 

Dr. Marcus Jackson, R3 Zone Director 
Calcasieu Parish Public Schools
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Traditions of resistance for survival in Calcasieu Parish 
Public Schools 
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Empowering and arousing agency and creative self-transformation 

Developing culturally affirming solutions 

Ensuring sustainability



Contact Information for Dr. Marcus Jackson 

Twitter: @DrMarcusJackson 

Email: drmarcjack@yahoo.com 

Blog: Marcus-Jackson.com 

Website: www.drmarcusjackson.com
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