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Purpose of the Tools 
• Preschool Observation Tool – gather information on what 

children know and can do at the time of preschool entry and 
document growth over the preschool year(s) 

• Kindergarten Observation Tool – gather information on what 
children know and can do at the time of kindergarten entry 

• Assist teachers in data-driven instructional decision making 
at the child and classroom level 

• Identify individual children’s needs and provide necessary 
supports to children and teachers 

• Provide families with information about their children’s 
learning and development 

• Inform education and care stakeholders
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Sample Indicator Rubric
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Uses of ECOT 

• All New Mexico Public Education Department 
PreK programs (serving 3Y SPED, and 4Y 
children) 

• All kindergarten classrooms across the state 
since 2016
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ECOT - Reporting 

• Immediate Reporting 
• Cascading levels of access 
• Reports: 

– Student Summary (and Growth) 
– Portfolios (PreK) 
– Family/Teacher Report 
– Classroom/School/District/State Summary Reports
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Development
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2017 Validation Study – REL Southwest 

Dahlke, K., Yang, R., Martínez, C., Chavez, S., Martin, A., Hawkinson, L., Shields, J., Garland, M., & Carle, J. (2017). Scientific evidence for the validity of the 
New Mexico Kindergarten Observation Tool (REL 2018–281). Washington, DC: U.S. Department of Education, Institute of Education Sciences, National 
Center for Education Evaluation and Regional Assistance, Regional Educational Laboratory Southwest. Retrieved from https://ies.ed.gov/ncee/edlabs/.

https://ies.ed.gov/ncee/edlabs/
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https://ies.ed.gov/ncee/edlabs/regions/southwest/pdf/REL_2018281.pdf 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=k1ei-G_m2DI&feature=youtu.be

https://ies.ed.gov/ncee/edlabs/regions/southwest/pdf/REL_2018281.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=k1ei-G_m2DI&feature=youtu.be


Christopher N. Ruszkowski
Secretary of Education14

Validated Domain Structures 
• PreK 

– General school readiness 
– Two-factor structure 

• Academic Knowledge and Skills 
• Learning and Social Skills 

– Four-factor structure 
• Physical and Motor Skills 
• Literacy 
• Mathematics 
• Learning and Social Skills 

• Kindergarten 
– General school readiness 
– Two-factor structure 

• Academic Knowledge and Skills 
• Learning and Social Skills



Christopher N. Ruszkowski
Secretary of Education15

Training and Support 

Development of online learning modules (no cost 
to the LEAs): 

• Returning Teacher Module 
• New Teacher PreK Module 
• New Teacher K Module 
• Ongoing TA and support from Public Education 

Department 
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Continuous Improvement 
• Teacher and additional user feedback 
• Item refinement 
• Four-step data analysis training 
• ECOT system improvement
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Successes 

• Alignment of PreK and K data in a single system 
• Alignment of “K ready” expectations 
• Data to support individual needs of children 
• Parent/Teacher Reports and conferences 
• Navigating current assessment climate successfully
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Advice 

• Understand the needs of your communities. 
• Communicate early, openly, and honestly. 
• Build communities of support. 
• Respond to the needs of the users. 
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Purpose of the Pennsylvania 
Kindergarten Entry Inventory 

Public schools in Pennsylvania do not have a standard tool to assess the status of 
children at kindergarten entry across a broad range of domains. 

Pennsylvania teachers, school administrators, and state policy makers are in 
need of an inventory of student skills and competencies that: 
• addresses a broad range of cognitive and non-cognitive domains, 
• is aligned to the Pennsylvania Early Learning Standards and Pennsylvania 

Academic Standards, 
• and can be easily completed by teachers at the beginning of the school year. 

The Pennsylvania Kindergarten Entry 
Inventory is intended to be used by 
kindergarten teachers to record students’ 
demonstration of skills within the first 45 
calendar days of the kindergarten year.
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Why did Pennsylvania 
choose to develop its own tool?
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Not intended to

The Pennsylvania 
Kindergarten Entry Inventory 

• Deny or exclude access to kindergarten 
for those children who are age eligible 

• Determine placement in a program, 
class, or special education 

• Replace an assessment or evaluation 
of a child 

• Serve as high-stakes assessment of 
programs, teachers, or children
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Time and Resources
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Dedicated web page to 
Pennsylvania’s Kindergarten Entry Inventory 

http://kei-pa.org 

Pennsylvania’s Office of Child Development 
and Early Learning Research 

http://www.ocdelresearch.org/default.aspx

http://kei-pa.org/
http://www.ocdelresearch.org/default.aspx
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Pennsylvania Kindergarten Entry 
Inventory Validation Study Results 

What was learned?

Doing it RIGHT! 
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Evidence-based Uses of the Kindergarten Entry Inventory 

Use of the Emerging Academic Competencies and Learning 
Engagement Competencies dimensions of the PA KEI: 

1. Teachers use scores to inform instruction for all children at kindergarten entry. 

2. Teachers use ratings on the individual PA KEI indicators to inform instruction 
for all children at kindergarten entry. 

3. Policymakers, school district leaders, and principals use average scores at 
the state, district, or school level across all children rated on the PA KEI to 
provide a descriptive snapshot of children’s competencies. 

*No scientific evidence was found for making comparisons among districts or among schools within districts. 



The Pennsylvania Kindergarten Entry Inventory

Sustainability 

It’s not JUST about the tool!

27
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For more information on the 
Pennsylvania Kindergarten Entry Inventory 

Please contact 

RA-PWOCDKEI@pa.gov 

The mission of the department is to academically prepare children and adults to succeed as 
productive citizens. The department seeks to ensure that the technical support, resources and 
opportunities are in place for all students, whether children or adults, to receive a high quality 
education.

mailto:RA-PWOCDKEI@pa.gov
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Desired Results Developmental 
Profile—Kindergarten (DRDP-K) (2015) 

• DRDP-K (2015) 
– Developed for California 
– Extended the DRDP (2015)—A developmental continuum 

from early infancy to kindergarten entry 
– Provides information about learning and development in up 

to 11 domains 

• Who uses the DRDP-K? 
– Menu option: Available but not required for all kindergarten 

and transitional kindergarten programs in California 
– Adopted as statewide KEA: available but not required in 

Illinois (currently 97% of districts have adopted) 
– Adopted as statewide KEA: Available and mandatory for 

piloting districts in Tennessee; graduated roll out statewide 
– Menu option: Colorado and Louisiana

30



TOM TORLAKSON
State Superintendent 
of Public Instruction

Development and Adoption History 
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Data Use From DRDP-K 

• Teachers enter DRDP-K data into DRDPtech by the end 
of pre-determined rating periods 
– For use as a KEA, DRDP-K is completed within about 

6–8 weeks of kindergarten entry 

• DRDPtech™: 
– Stores data in a secure statewide database 
– Automatically generates psychometrically valid assessment 

reports, for individual children and for groups of children for 
instructional and reporting purposes 
– Group reports are available at district, classroom, or sub-group levels 

(state-level reports coming later this year) 
– Group reports can specify sub-groups (e.g., dual-language learners, 

children with IEPs) to support group instruction and curriculum planning 
– Child reports can be used in parent-teacher conferences to reflect on 

child’s development and progress 
– Parent report can be used as a report card with information for parents 

about their child’s development and activities to support learning at home
32
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Rationale for Selecting the DRDP-K 
(2015) 

• Stakeholders requested an assessment for kindergarten 
entry 

• Early Education and Support Division (EESD) of the 
California Department of Education (CDE) decided to 
extend existing DRDP infant/toddler and preschool 
continuum to ensure a formative, comprehensive 
continuous, standards-aligned, reliable and valid 
assessment instrument for kindergarten 

33
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Rationale for Selecting the DRDP-K 
(2015) 
• EESD continued their 15+ year partnership with WestEd 

and University of California, Berkeley Evaluation and 
Assessment Research Center (UC BEAR Center) to 
develop the DRDP-K (2015) 

– Measures drafted by nationally recognized child 
development research experts 

– Measures reviewed in a rigorous iterative process by EESD, 
DRDP project staff, and stakeholders from higher education, 
special education, and culture and language diversity 
communities 

– Piloted and tested for reliability and validity 
– Multidimensional Item Response Theory Model provides 

psychometrically valid domain scale scores that incorporate 
all measures of a domain, allowing each measure to vary in 
complexity and difficulty, and allows for comparisons across 
developmental domains 34
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Educator Training and Preparation 

• In California, training and professional development are 
available: 
– State-sponsored online modules are free to teachers 
– State-sponsored online rater certification is free to teachers 
– State-sponsored and for fee in-person trainings for teachers 

and administrators 
– For fee Certified Trainer Institute (CTI) 

Organizations or districts may pay to certify an onsite trainer to 
provide ongoing coaching and training for teachers 

• In Illinois and Tennessee, training for teachers and 
administrators is provided by the state, along with access 
to a statewide database 
– For fee onsite technical assistance can be provided to 

support districts to integrate the DRDP-K with their existing 
assessment and curriculum activities 

– Customized online training modules and tutorials can be 
developed upon request 

35
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Administration of the DRDP-K (2015) 

Teachers complete individual ratings for each child:

36
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Group Report 

Parent Report

37
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Communication With Stakeholders 

Communication Process 
• In California: 

– DRDP-K web site 
– Presentations at statewide conferences and districts 
– Presentations to districts using the 0–5 instrument 
– Letter from State Superintendent 

• In Illinois: 
– Superintendent’s Monthly Newsletter 
– Presentations at statewide meetings and conferences 
– Regional presentations 
– Regional coaches trained to provide onsite support and 

training
38
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Issues and Concerns 

• DRDP-K can be time consuming for teachers to complete 
– Becomes less time consuming as teachers learn how to integrate 

documentation into their instructional practice 

View Options # of Domains # of Measures 

Comprehensive 11 domains 55 measures 

Select specific 
domains 

Example: 
5 school readiness domains 

Example: 
29 measures 

Essential Selected measures from 5 
school readiness domains 

25 measures 

Snapshot 
(Aggregate only) 

Selected measures from 4 
domains 

17 measures 

• DRDPtech needs to be more user-friendly and efficient 
– Working on a new user interface 

– Linking ratings from portfolio App with DRDPtech

39
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Costs 

• The DRDP-K instrument is available online, for free download 
at www.drdpk.org 

• To enter data into DRDPtech and have access to DRDPtech 
reports, there is a per-child fee 

Agency Number of Children Cost per Year 

Other CA agencies < 200 $300 

> 200 $300 plus $2.00 per additional 
child over 200 

Family Child Care 
Homes in CA N/A $50 flat fee 

Other agencies outside 
CA Please contact WestEd 

• Training fees depend on the level of training desired

40
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Advice for Other States 

• Challenges with Menu Options 
– Difficult to conduct aggregate statewide data analysis when 

different instruments have been used to collect data 
– Difficult to track individual children’s progress if they move to 

a different school or district that uses a different assessment 
– Teachers may need new training when they move to a new 

district or school that used a different assessment 

• Flexibility Built Into the Assessment 
– Different views of the instrument are available with varying 

numbers of domains or measures to tailor to each state’s 
needs 

– The Multidimensional IRT psychometric model that 
underlies DRDP-K enables accurate quantitative domain 
ratings from qualitative measure rating 

– Tracking developmental progress for individual children and 
for groups of children (classroom, district, state)
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