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Welcome, event orientation, and speaker introductions 

Dr. Michael Vaden-Kiernan, Director, REL Southwest
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How does REL Southwest do this work? 

REL Southwest works with state education 
agencies, districts, and other stakeholders 
to develop and apply research evidence to 
meaningfully improve student outcomes. 

REL Southwest supports six collaborative 
research partnerships to address the 
regional needs, priorities, and interests of 
five states: Arkansas, Louisiana, New 
Mexico, Oklahoma, and Texas. 
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Event outcomes 

• Learn about the research and resources developed by the Southwest English Learners  
(SWEL) research partnership. 

• Hear about the support provided to school districts by the Equity Council Hubs. 

• Discuss and consider how SWEL resources, Equity Council Hubs, and initiatives from 
the Yazzie/Martinez decision can support school districts. 
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Highlights of the Southwest English Learners (SWEL) 
research partnership 

Mayra Valtierrez, Director, Language and 
Culture Division, New Mexico Public 
Education Department (NMPED) 

Brenda Arellano, SWEL Partnership Facilitator, 
REL Southwest

5



Meet the SWEL Team at REL Southwest 

Brenda Arellano Rachel Garrett 

Angelica Herrera

Rebecca BergeyMelissa Arellanes Amy Feygin

Elizabeth Jameyson Marianne Justus Lisa Hsin

Jill WalstonEric LarsenTraci Karageorge Kata Mihaly



Introduction: Partnership members, goals, and history 

Statewide partners 

Two primary partnership goals 
a. To improve education outcomes for all English learner students 
b. To focus on improving educational outcomes for American Indian English learner students



Partnership goals and activities 

• Goal 1: Improve education outcomes for all English learner students by working with NMPED and local 
education agencies to use evidence to improve practice and inform policy. 

– 10 technical support and applied research projects 

• Goal 1A: Improve educational outcomes for American Indian English learner students by working with 
NMPED and local education agencies to improve practice and build knowledge to meet their specific 
learning needs. 

– 3 technical support and applied research projects 

Improve practice Inform policy Build knowledge



SWEL partnership outcomes and accomplishments



SWEL outcomes and accomplishments, 2017–2022 

Goal: Improve education outcomes for all English learner 
students by improving practice. 

• Increased NMPED and district capacity to use continuous improvement techniques to test and 
implement instructional practices needed to support English learner students. Three pilot districts 
conducted an improvement project with a plan-do-study-act (PDSA) cycle to test a practice in the 
Promising Practices to Support English Learner Students resource. 

• Disseminated statewide research-based practices. The user guide and Promising Practices to Support 
English Learner Students resource are accessible on the NMPED Language and Culture Bureau’s 
English learner student webpage. REL Southwest trained bilingual education and multicultural education 
directors, teachers, school leaders, and coaches and specialists across the state on implementation of the 
resources. 

• Increased teacher collaboration to support English learners. One district piloted a collaborative 
framework with its elementary English language development coordinators, classroom teachers and 
other support staff to engage in collaborative conversations around evidence-based instructional 
practices for academic vocabulary development. 

https://ies.ed.gov/ncee/edlabs/regions/southwest/pdf/training-coaching/sw5.2.22_user-guide-508.pdf


Partnership outcomes and accomplishments (continued) 

Goal: Improve education outcomes for all 
English learner students by informing 
policy. 
• Inform ACCESS recommendations. NMPED has indicated they will 

use the findings from the Effects of Reclassifying English Learner 
Students on Student Achievement in New Mexico study to inform any 
recommendations to the ACCESS standard setting or ESSA updates.  

• Increase biliteracy seal tracking. Based on the soon-to-be-released 
report, district staff are implementing changes for tracking seals to 
make the process more systematic, so all students have equitable access 
to earning a state biliteracy seal.

https://ies.ed.gov/ncee/edlabs/projects/project.asp?projectID=6718&display=1


Partnership outcomes and accomplishments (continued) 

Goal: Improve educational outcomes for 
American Indian English learner students by 
improving practice. 
• Provided educators with resources and training to implement culturally 

responsive instructional practices. 
• Developed resources for NMPED staff to support educators to 

implement culturally responsive instructional practices. 

Culturally Responsive Practices to Support 
American Indian English Learner’s Success

https://ies.ed.gov/ncee/edlabs/regions/southwest/publications/practices-American-Indian-EL-students.aspx
https://ies.ed.gov/ncee/edlabs/regions/southwest/infographics/relsw-infographic-aicrp.aspx


REL Southwest resources on English learner students 
and American Indian topics 
REL Southwest minidocumentary: 
Walking in Both Worlds: Native American Students 
and Language Acquisition. 

Part II of this series will be released soon. 
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English Language Development Among 
American Indian English Learner Students  
in New Mexico

http://54.234.162.22/ncee/edlabs/regions/southwest/blogs/walking-in-both-worlds.aspx
https://ies.ed.gov/ncee/rel/Products/Publication/100721


REL Southwest resources on biliteracy seals 
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Recognizing Bilingual Knowledge 
through Biliteracy Seals 

Webinar: Implementing 
Biliteracy Seals to Strengthen 
Bilingual Education and Support 
Cultural Awareness 

Coming soon: 
Video on biliteracy seal process 
focusing on tribal certification in 
New Mexico 

https://ies.ed.gov/ncee/edlabs/regions/southwest/pdf/infographics/relsw-infog-bilingseals-508.pdf
https://ies.ed.gov/ncee/edlabs/regions/southwest/events/2021/webinar-050521.aspx


Questions
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New Mexico Equity Council Hub Discussion
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Break
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Discussion tables
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Discussion summaries
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Tell us what you thought! 

Please complete the feedback survey 
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Thank you and conclusion
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REL website 

Please visit REL Southwest at 
https://ies.ed.gov/ncee/rel/region/southwest 
and the REL program at 
https://ies.ed.gov/ncee/rel/ for more 
information. 
• Current and archived events, research, and training resources 
• Infographics and videos 
• Blog
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https://ies.ed.gov/ncee/rel/region/southwest
https://ies.ed.gov/ncee/rel/


Connect with us 
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This presentation was prepared under Contract 91990018C0002 by Regional Educational Laboratory Southwest, administered by the American 
Institutes for Research. The content does not necessarily reflect the views or policies of the Institute of Education Sciences or the U.S. Department of 
Education, nor does mention of trade names, commercial products, or organizations imply endorsement by the U.S. government. 

Visit our website 
https://ies.ed.gov/ncee/rel/region/southwest 

Follow us on Twitter! 
@ RELSouthwest 

Email 
Lacy Wood 
lwood@air.org 

https://ies.ed.gov/ncee/rel/region/southwest
mailto:lwood@air.org
https://twitter.com/RELSouthwest
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