
Welcome! 
Before We Begin…
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Please use the chat to tell us:

What is something that brings you 
joy? Why?
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Joyful Reading at 
School and at Home: 
Community of Practice
April 15, 2021
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Virtual Meeting Norms

Video on Use chat to support each other

Mute unless speaking Ask questions, use emojis, raise hands

Participate fully Have fun learning!

3



4

Poll: Who is Joining Us Today?



Regional Educational Laboratory West

• Conduct applied research

• Provide technical support around 
data collection, evidence use, and 
research

• Facilitate dissemination of actionable 
research evidence
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Joyful Reading Webinar Series
Webinar 1: January 28, 2021 

Choosing culturally empowering, language-rich, and affirming books; prioritizing joyful reading with a 
school and home routine

Community of Practice 1: February 25, 2021

Reflect on what you tried after Webinar #1 and discuss what you learned with others

Webinar 2: March 25, 2021

Cultivating a love of books through oral re-telling, creative writing, and the arts

Community of Practice 2: April 15, 2021 

Reflect on what you tried after Webinar #2, discuss what you learned with others, share a student artifact
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Settling In Activity
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Today’s Agenda

• Briefly review March 25, 2021
webinar topics

• Padlet Exploration: Explore the 
resources in the Padlet

• Small Group Discussions: 
Reflect with your peers on 
successes, challenges, next steps

• Whole Group: Discuss next steps
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Joyful Reading Recap:

Culturally affirming books
Rich language and illustrations 

Lots of talking before, during, after



Joyful Reading 
Routine for at 
School and at Home
Before Reading: Let’s get excited to 
read!

While Reading: Let’s connect with the 
ideas and art! 

After Reading: Let’s talk about what 
we think and how we feel! 

Creative Expression Activities: Poetry, 
Visual Arts, Kindness, Mindfulness, 
Movement, Literacy, and more!
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Why Prioritize Creativity? (1)
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Creative expression and arts-integrated experiences…

• Help children to express themselves and to communicate their 
understandings about the world around them and their identities

• Promote positive social and emotional development, enhance self-
esteem and self-awareness

• Foster motivation and engagement, increase connectedness to 
school, boost school attendance and academic achievement, and 
improve school climate

(College Board, 2012; Catterall, 2009; Peppler et al, 2014; Robinson, 2013) 



Why Prioritize Creativity? (2)
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Arts-integrated experiences promote language and literacy development:
– Music, creative movement, and visual arts promote oral language and ELA 

achievement (Ludwig, Boyle & Lindsey, 2017)
– Dance and drama support oral language skills and vocabulary 

development (Ludwig, Boyle & Lindsey, 2017)

– Music education is correlated with reading fluency (Gazzaniga, 2008)
– Engaging and motivating activities connected to literacy cultivate 

students’ interest in reading, which supports reading development 
(Shanahan et al, 2010)



Home and 
School 
Reading 
Guide
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Creative Expression
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• Kindness and Community

• Mindfulness and Self-Awareness

• Visual and Digital Arts

• Movement and Music

• Poetry

• Literacy and Oracy



Side 2 Focus: 
Creative 
Expression 
Activities
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Let’s Explore the Padlet!
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Let’s talk and chat!

Please share in the chat or raise your 
hand to share:

• one or more creative expression 
activities you have tried OR

• a creative expression activity from 
the Padlet you are excited to try.
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Dance Break
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Small Group Discussions: 
Mindful Agreements
• Seek to understand … be curious and 

listen deeply

• Embrace “Yes and” … build on each 
other’s ideas

• Share the air … step up, step back, invite 
others in

• Resist the urge to deviate from 
the protocol
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Small Group Discussions: Mindful Sharing Protocol 
(20 minutes total)
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1. Say hello and introduce yourselves, 
share a fun fact.

2. Identify a timekeeper. 
3. Take turns sharing what you tried 

out – or plan to try out (success, 
challenges, next steps). 

– Each person has a full two 
minutes to share (take up space!).

4. When everyone is finished sharing, 
have an open discussion (ask 
questions, make connections, 
problem solve).
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Small Group Discussions: Mindful Sharing Protocol 
(20 minutes total)
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1. Say hello, introduce yourselves, 
and share a fun fact.

2. Identify a timekeeper. 
3. Take turns sharing what you tried 

out – or plan to try out (success, 
challenges, next steps). 

– Each person has a full two 
minutes to share (take up space!).

4. When everyone is finished sharing, 
have an open discussion (ask 
questions, make connections, 
problem solve).

If you 
wish, 
take a 

photo of 
the 

protocol



Debrief and Q&A

Type into the chat some key take-aways:

• A great idea you heard 

• An insight you had

• Questions you now have

• What you’re excited to do next
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Affirmations
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Affirmations

24

Me aman.
Estoy a salvo.
Soy amable.
Soy todo lo 
bueno.

.انا محبوب
.أنا بأمان
.أنا طیب

انا كل شئ جید.



Poll: What would you like next?
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Thank you for being here!

“The one thing that you have 
that nobody else has is you. 
Your voice, your mind, your 
story, your vision. So write and 
draw and build and play and 
dance and live only as you can.” 

– Neil Gaiman
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Check Your Email

 Survey link

 Webinar 2 recording
Questions? Please contact us at 

relwest@wested.org
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https://ies.ed.gov/ncee/edlabs/regions/west/index.asp @REL_West

Thank you!

This presentation was prepared for the Institute of Education Sciences (IES) under Contract ED-IES-17-C-0012 
by Regional Educational Laboratory (REL) West at WestEd. The content of the presentation does not necessarily 
reflect the views or policies of IES or the U.S. Department of Education, nor does mention of trade names, 
commercial products, or organizations imply endorsement by the U.S. Government.
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