School attendance is key to academic success.
When students miss school, they miss out on learning and other
important supports.
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That’s why in Parlier, families, schools, and the community join
together to make sure that students are present and accounted for.
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About 1 in 7 students nationwide is
chronically absent. That’s 8 million
students in grades K–12.

Being chronically absent is associated
with reading difficulties by grade 3,
lower math achievement in the middle
grades, and higher dropout rates in
high school.

prevalent is it?

Students are considered chronically
absent when they miss 10% or more of
the school year for any reason,
or just 2–3 days every month.

is it impORtant?

Average Daily Attendance in Parlier Unified School District

What this shows: Parlier’s average daily attendance is 96.3%, with attendance dips in January,
following the winter holiday, and in June, before the summer holiday.
What this means: We’ll continue to provide information and interventions to boost attendance
since about 1 in 25 students is absent from school each day, and to alert families that extended
trips while school is in session can cause their children to fall behind academically.
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What

is chronic absence?

94.9%

Chronic Absence Rates
by District, County, and
State, 2015-2018.

Chronic Absence is Down to 5.9%

Attendance is Up to 96.3%

Source: Parlier Unified School District.

Ways to Boost Attendance
The District

Families

ĶĶ Communicate

ĶĶ Establish

ĶĶ Use

ĶĶ Avoid

attendance expectations to students and all members
of the school community.
data to identify and monitor
who’s missing too many days of
school.

ĶĶ Intervene

early to help students
who miss school.

ĶĶ Provide additional intensive supports

to chronically absent students.

ĶĶ Celebrate

attendance successes!

good attendance habits
such as setting a daily routine,
including a sensible bedtime.
extended trips or appointments when school is in session.

ĶĶ Only

let children stay home when
they’re sick.

ĶĶ Work

with teachers to help children
make up missed classwork.

ĶĶ Partner

with the district to address
family circumstances that make
daily attendance difficult.

What this shows: Parlier’s chronic
absence rates are lower than the county
and state rates, and they’ve gone down
every year. Our efforts are paying off.
What this means: We want to reduce
our rates even further since over 200
students are still chronically absent.
Sources: California Department of Education
*The Hamilton Project. **Not Available

Good Attendance Habits Need to Start
in Kindergarten

Chronic Absence Rates are Down
for Vulnerable Students

Chronic Absence Rates by Grade Level, 2017-2018.

Chronic Absence Rates by Subgroups of
Students, 2015-2018.

What this shows: Chronic absence is highest in kindergarten.
What this means: We can lay a foundation for daily attendance from the day
students enter school, and explain to families how missing school in the
early grades can lead to academic difficulties in the upper grades.
Source: Parlier Unified School District.

Top Reasons Parlier’s Students Are Absent, 2018

Medical
appointments
Lack of basic needs
(e.g., housing, food,
clothing, medicine)

Illness (e.g., asthma,

cough, stomachache, fever,
pink eye)

Social-emotional
difficulties (e.g., bullying,
depression, anxiety, trauma )

What this shows: Students typically miss school due to health and socialemotional reasons or to challenging personal circumstances.
What this means: We can encourage families to use the school-based
health center for health care and to minimize lost instructional time due to
illness or injury, and can help address personal barriers to attendance by
providing students and families with needed basic goods and services.
Source: Parlier Unified School District.

What this shows: Chronic absence decreased for all
subgroups of students.
What this means: Despite progress, students with
disabilities and students in foster care have relatively
high rates of chronic absence and need targeted
supports to improve attendance.
Source: Parlier Unified School District.

High School Students on School Attendance
Review Board (SARB) Contracts are Graduating
Major Discipline
Referrals are Down!
Number of Referrals, 2015-2018

What this shows: High school seniors who are on SARB Contracts have high
graduation rates.
What this means: We can continue to use SARB Contracts to provide
students with a history of absenteeism the individualized supports they
need to graduate from high school.
Source: Parlier Unified School District.

Source: Parlier Unified
School District.

What this shows:
There’s been a
dramatic decrease
in the number of
students who lost
instructional time
as a consequence
of behavioral
issues.
What this means:
We can continue to
reduce lost learning
opportunities by
providing students
with positive
and restorative
behavioral
supports instead
of out-of-school
suspensions.

Be a superhero, be at school
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Every Student.
Every Classroom.
Every Day.

Cada Estudiante.
Cada Clase.
Cada Dia.

What is Chronic Absenteeism and How Can You Help?
School attendance is key to academic success. When students miss school, they miss out on
learning. Missing school—for excused or unexcused reasons—can quickly add up to academic
trouble. Chronic absence is defined as missing 10% of the school year, or just 2-3 days every month.
This can result in 3rd graders unable to master reading, 6th graders failing courses, and 9th graders
dropping out of high school.

What Can Families Do?
Help your child succeed in school by building the habit of good school attendance by:

• Establishing good routines such as setting a regular bed time and packing a backpack and
laying out clothes the night before.
• Talking to your child about why attending school every day is important. If he or she is reluctant to go to school, find out why and work with teachers and others to address concerns.
• Avoiding extended trips when school is in session.
• Having back-up plans for getting your child to school if something comes up. Call on a family
member, neighbor, or other student’s parent to help.
• Not letting your child stay home unless he or she is sick. Seek medical help from the schoolbased health center or make other medical appointments.
• Working with the teacher to make up for missed academics when your child is absent.
• Reaching out for help if you are experiencing tough times that make it hard for your child to
attend school every day. Your child’s teacher, the principal, the district, the school nurse, and
the school-based health center can help you or connect you with a community resource.
Continued... / Continuado...

Did you know?

•

Being routinely late to
school often leads to poor
attendance.

•

Absences can affect other
students when teachers have
to slow down learning to
help students catch up.

•

Attending regularly helps
students feel connected
to school and good about
themselves.

•
•

Good attendance is an
important habit for success
in school, college, and
work.

•

Chronic absenteeism, even
in the early grades, is a risk
factor for dropping out.

•

California Law
California Compulsory Education Law (Education Code section 48200) requires
that a child from the age of 6 to 18 attend school – on time, every day, all day.

This resource was developed in partnership with the California
School-Based Health Alliance and REL West at WestEd. Thank
you for supporting the students of Parlier Unified School District
and the community of Parlier.

