Is It...?
(subitizing large-group activity)

The large-group activity Is It...? focuses children’s attention on a focal quantity.
Children are presented with examples and non-examples of the focal quantity one
at a time and respond to the question “Is it [focal quantity]?”

For example, if the focal quantity for a particular day is three, then the activity that day is
called “Is It Three?” You would show quantities of two, three, and four (one less than the
focal quantity, the focal quantity, and one more than the focal quantity) to see if children can
accurately identify the quantity three and its non-examples.

Goals

e Children identify examples and non-examples of a focal quantity.

Materials

e 5-8 quantity cards. (See the “Set-up” section below for how to choose your cards.)

Estimated time

e 10 minutes.

Progress monitoring skills and indicators to watch for

e Perceptual subitizing up to 5 (card set 1A).
e Conceptual subitizing up to 20 (card sets 1B and 1C).

Key instructional practices for subitizing

This activity provides opportunities to use the following key instructional practices for
subitizing:
e Give feedback on children’s correct and over-extended use of number words.

e Provide varied examples and non-examples of the same quantity to
encourage number constancy.

Set-up

e If you have progress monitoring data, use those data to choose an appropriate focal
quantity. Because this large-group activity is for your whole class, choose a focal quantity
that most, but not all children in your class are able to subitize. For example, if most
children are subitizing three, your focal quantity will be three. If two numbers are tied for
the largest cluster of children, choose the lower number as your focal quantity.
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Choose 5-8 quantity cards: 1-2 cards that are one less than the focal quantity, 3-4 cards that
are equal to the focal quantity but represented in different visual arrangements, and 1-2
cards that are one more than the focal quantity.

Stack your cards, placing them in the order you want to show them to the class. Show a
focal quantity card first and last. You can show the rest of the cards in any order. The first
time you do this activity, we suggest this order:

o Focal quantity
o One more

o One less

o Focal quantity
o One more

o Focal quantity
o One less

o Focal quantity

Gather the children together on the carpet, facing you so they can all see the quantity

cards.

Instructions

Step

Suggested teacher language

1.

Introduce the activity.

Note: Preschool and
prekindergarten children can
indicate their responses to “Is it...?”
with a verbal “yes” or “no.”
Kindergarten children can indicate
their responses with a thumbs-up or
thumbs-down, but this may be
challenging for younger children.

We’re going to play a game called “Is It [focal quantity]?”

[For example, if the focal quantity is three, the name of the
game is “Is It Three?”]

I’'m going to show you some cards one at a time, and you’re
going to tell me “Is it three?”

For kindergarten:

Everybody put your fist to your chest. [Model holding your
fist to your chest.] If it’s three, put your thumb up. [Model
putting your thumb up.] If it’s not three, put your thumb
down. [Model putting your thumb down.]

Show the card briefly for two
seconds, put it down, and then ask,
“Is it three?”

Is it three?

For preschool/prekindergarten:

Say “yes” if it’s three, “no” if it’s not three.

For kindergarten:

Thumb up if it’s three; thumb down if it’s not three.

[Model each gesture the first few times until children are
comfortable showing yes or no with a thumb up or down.]
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Step

Suggested teacher language

3.

For examples of the focal quantity,
acknowledge children’s
responses. Show the card again to
confirm correct responses or clarify
incorrect responses.

Note: When acknowledging
children’s correct or incorrect
responses, you want to continue to
model subitizing. Therefore, you
should not count to confirm or
clarify. As an additional visual
support, you can use your fingers to
show the quantity of dots on the
card when you are confirming or
clarifying.

[If correct response] Everyone said yes/showed thumbs up to
say the quantity is three. And look [show the card], you were
right! It is three dots!

[If incorrect response] Some of you are saying that it’s three,
and some of you are saying that it’s not three. Let’s take a
look. [Show the card.] It IS three dots.

For non-examples of the focal
quantity, acknowledge children’s
responses. Show the card again to
confirm correct responses or clarify
incorrect responses.

Note: When acknowledging
children’s correct or incorrect
responses, you want to continue to
model subitizing. Therefore, you
should not count to confirm or
clarify. As an additional visual
support, you can use your fingers to
show the quantity of dots on the
card when you are confirming or
clarifying.

[If correct response] Everyone said no/showed thumbs down
to say it’s not three. And look [show the card], you were
right! It’s not three dots.

[If incorrect response] Some of you are saying that it’s three,
and some of you are saying that it’s not three. Let’s take a
look. [Show the card.] It’s four dots; it’s not three dots.

Reset for the next card.

(For kindergarten, have everyone
return their fist to their chest.)

Go back to step 2 and move through
the rest of your planned cards.

Are you ready for the next card?

Summarize the activity.

We looked at a lot of quantities today, and some were three
and some were not three!
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Notes

e If you have access to a smartboard or projector, you can use it to increase the size of the
cards.

e Throughout the activity, be sure to keep a neutral tone. Avoid lengthy discussions about
each arrangement. The emphasis in this activity is on the quick recognition of examples
and non-examples.
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