
 

Small-Group Activity, Module 3 1 

Bear Wants More 
(comparing and labeling magnitudes 

small-group activity) 
In this small-group activity, children compare the magnitudes of two sets by 
counting so they can give Bear the one that is more. When children count the 
smaller set first, they are able to see that the larger number is more because they 

have to count past the smaller number to figure out how many. 

Goals 

• Children compare sets using “more than,” “less than,” and “same as.” 
• Children compare sets more precisely by counting. 
• Children understand that later numbers are larger and earlier numbers are smaller. 

Materials 

• A stuffed teddy bear. 
• At least two types of fruit counters (or two different-colored counters). 
• Two bowls to hold counters. 

Estimated time 

• 5–10 minutes. 

Progress monitoring skills and indicators to look for 

• Makes counting-based comparisons between two quantities. 
• Makes close mental comparisons. 
• Labels quantities with number words. 

Key instructional practices for comparing and labeling magnitudes 
This activity provides opportunities to use the following key instructional practices for 
comparing and labeling magnitudes: 

 

• Prompt children to compare subitizable or obviously different-sized 
collections using “more than,” “fewer than,” and “same (number) as.” 

• Help children discover the increasing magnitude principle: that the later a 
number word appears in the counting sequence, the larger the quantity it 
represents. 

• Encourage children to apply the increasing magnitude principle to compare 
collections more precisely by counting. 



Small-Group Activity, Module 3 2 

Set-up 
• Place two different types of fruit counters into separate bowls so that all of one type of 

fruit (or one color of counters) are in one bowl and all of the other type of fruit (or other 
color of counters) are in another. Make sure the counters are similar in size so the 
children focus on the quantity rather than the size of the counters. 

• Use the one-to-one tagging progress monitoring data from module 2 (meaningful counting) 
in your logbook to make sure the number of counters in each bowl is within the range of 
the children’s counting skills. 

• Sit with 2–3 students at a small table with the teddy bear at the center. The bowls with the 
counters are also on the table. You can repeat steps 1 to 7 for each child, or have one child 
select from the first bowl and another child select from the second and have all children 
participate in the comparison (steps 3 to 7). 

Instructions 
Step Suggested teacher language 

1. Introduce the activity. Did you know that bears love to eat fruit? When bears 
are hungry, they want more! We have some bowls with 
fruit for our bear friend. You’re going to take one 
handful of two different kinds of fruit and figure out 
which one is more. That’s the fruit you’ll give to our 
bear friend.   

2. Put two bowls of fruit in front of the first 
child and instruct the child to take a 
handful from each bowl, using one hand 
for each bowl. 

Take one handful from each bowl and place them in 
front of you. Keep them separate from each other. 

3. Ask the children to count to determine 
which set of fruit is larger. 

Remember Bear wants more, so I want you to count 
each of your sets and tell me which one is more. 

4. Ask the child which set of fruit is larger. 

Possible student responses/behaviors: 
• I counted past (the amount of the 

smaller set) to get to (the amount of 
the larger set). 

• The smaller one is five and the bigger 
one is seven. Seven is more than five. 

• If the child lines the two sets up to 
directly compare, you might comment 
as suggested in the next column. 

Which one is more? How did you figure that out? 
[I counted.] 

How did that tell you which one was more? 

When you counted the first set, you counted to five. 
When you counted the second set, you counted to five 
[show finger at fifth object and how it lines up with 
the fifth object in the first set], but you had to keep 
counting to get to seven. 



Small-Group Activity, Module 3 3 

Step Suggested teacher language 

5. If the sets are equal: 
• When I counted, I got the same 

number. 
• I counted and put them next to each 

other and they’re the same. 

Note: The goal in this situation is to see if, 
when children encounter two sets that are 
equal, they are able to determine how to 
make one set bigger, by adding one or more 
objects to the set. When the child counts the 
two sets again, they experience counting 
past the number of objects in the smaller set 
to get to the number of objects in the larger 
set. 

Which one is more? 

[They are the same.] 

How could you tell they are the same? 

Since the two sets are equal, which fruit do you want 
Bear to have? 

[Child chooses a fruit.] 

But wait! Bear wants more, so how can we make the 
set of fruit you chose have more? [Put more of the __ in 
the pile.] 

So now which one is more? How many are in the set? 

6. Child gives the larger set to Bear. So how many are in the larger set? Let’s give them to 
Bear! 

7. Wrap up the activity. You were able to count to compare two different sets 
of fruit so we could figure out which one was more. 
You knew which one was more because you had to 
count further to get to that number. 

Notes 
• If time and attention allow, you can also ask the children to find which set is less. 

• As a challenge, when each child puts their larger set in the center, you can say, “You each 
found a pile of fruit for Bear that is more. Let’s compare everyone’s bigger pile to see 
which one is biggest. If Bear wants the set with the most fruit, how could counting help us 
figure it out?” 
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