Example Responses for
Check-for-Understanding Prompts

Some videos in module 4 introduce a lot of new content. In those instances, the Teacher
Learning Journal includes “check-for-understanding” prompts to help you integrate the new
ideas into your own thinking. Example responses to these prompts are provided below.

Example responses for video 2: Counting to Solve Problems

1. What are some of the key things you should do if you want children to see and understand
why you are counting and how it helps to solve a problem?

o

@)

o

@)

o

Begin by stating the problem (for example, “I wonder how many ...?").
Ask the children how we can find out.

Announce the plan to count to find out.

Perform the count procedure.

Announce the total amount and what it means in the context of your initial question.

2. Why is it useful to young children to count the total amounts of each set before combining
them and counting the result, as in the “count all” strategy?

o

The “count all” strategy provides a roadmap of sorts to the adding process. It makes it
deliberate and clear that you have to know the quantities of the two amounts to be
combined before putting them together. Also, it helps children become familiar with the
specific quantities that combine to create the result.

Example responses for video 3: Using Tools to Solve Problems

1. Why is it useful for children to have experiences solving problems using objects they can

combine and separate before moving to tools that only represent the amounts involved in
the problem?

o

Having objects to manipulate allows children to physically make the transformation occur.
Doing so helps children visualize what is happening in the problem.

2. How is the “count on” strategy different from the “count all” strategy?

o

In the “count on” strategy, children don’t count both the sets that are to be combined.
Instead, they more efficiently use our knowledge of the size of one set and count upward. In
the “count all” strategy, children simply start counting in one set, and then when they’ve
counted all the objects there, they move to the second set and continue counting.
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3. What are two ways children might use their fingers to help them solve a problem?

o If the set sizes to be added are each five or less, they might represent one set on each hand,
combine them, and then count all the fingers together.

o They might also choose to represent the amount of just one of the sets on their hand, and
starting with the amount of the other set, “count on” using one count word for each finger.

o For subtraction, they might hold the amount to be taken away on one hand and, beginning
with the initial amount, count backward using one count word for each finger.

Example responses for video 4: Accessing Number Knowledge

1. What are two key steps for presenting a problem with “hidden results”?
o Being sure children have seen and understand how many are “hiding” in the initial set.
o Being sure children understand the size of the set that is being added or taken away.

2. What is one example of a “hidden results” problem that might occur naturally in your
classroom?

o There are many possibilities, but some will occur when children are out of sight of other
children (“How many are in the block area now?”) or when objects are being put away.
The key is to find a space where quantity might be known but the objects are not visible.

3. How does the key instructional practice “provide opportunities for children to see the
different ways a single quantity can be broken into smaller quantities” connect to the
work you did on subitizing in module 1?

o Sometimes when children are subitizing, the way they “see” a quantity is to see it in parts—
for example, to see three dots as a combination of two dots and one dot. These experiences
prepare them to think about number combinations.
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