Our Week Together
(solving basic problems routine)

This brief activity mathematizes the daily calendar routine. The linear calendar for

this routine presents a seven-day week broken up into five school days and two

home days. This calendar gives children a real-world context for thinking about
relationships among quantities up to five and up to seven. Each day, you and your students
move a marker one space and count how many school days are left in the week.

For best results, use this routine daily.

Goals

e Children break quantities into smaller numbers.
e Children see number relationships within five and up to seven.

Materials

e Cards showing a “week” with five school days and two home days (see the routine materials).
e Clothespin or other clip (see the routine materials).

Estimated time

e 3-5minutes.

Progress monitoring skills and indicators to look for

e Engages in nonverbal addition and subtraction.
e Uses counting to solve basic problems.

Example linear calendar used in Our Week Together
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This routine can be personalized to be specific to the school and local context (see the routine
materials for examples). For further exploration, read “Calendar Time for Young Children:

Good Intentions Gone Awry” (Beneke et al., 2008) and Reimagine Calendar Activities in Early
Childhood Classrooms (Day-Hess et al., 2020).
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Key instructional practices
The key instructional practices featured in this activity are:

e Use counting to solve classroom-based problems and create
opportunities for children to do so.

e Use a variety of tools including objects, fingers, drawing, and 5- and 10-
frames to solve problems.

e Provide opportunities for children to see the different ways a single
quantity can be broken into smaller quantities.

Set-up
e Make and set up the one-week linear calendar using the routine materials.

e Keep this activity short and fun. It is not a teaching time or a time to go into depth about
mistakes.

e Itisrecommended that you do this activity daily during opening circle or morning
meeting. If you already review a traditional monthly calendar during that time, consider
replacing that activity with this one. Use a clothespin or marker to indicate which day of
the week is today.

e You may have a child helper point to the days on the calendar you are referring to, move
the clothespin, and/or add the school/home days (or other markers of “special” days or
routines associated with each day) onto the calendar.
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Instructions

Step

Suggested teacher language

1. Introduce the
activity.

Today, we’re going to use a calendar to talk about how many days we are in
school this week and how many days we are at home.

Does anyone know what a calendar is? [Take a few children’s responses,
affirm and/or add onto the information as needed.]

Dajon: A calendar has a lot of numbers on it.
Michaela: It tells us when people have their birthdays!

Yes, a calendar is something we use to know what day it is and what events
might be coming up.

What do you notice about our calendar?

Jasmine: I see pictures of buildings.

Thamer: One of those buildings looks like our school! One looks like a
tall building that one of my friends drew. Maybe it’s an apartment
building. I live in a place like that.

Mykayla: There are more schools than apartment buildings.
How many school days are there? Let’s count to see. (1, 2, 3, 4, 5.) Show me
on your fingers. Yes, there are five school days.

What about home days? Yes, there are two home days. You just knew that
without having to count!

If we put home and school days together, how many would we have? Should
we count to find out? Count with me, 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7. Seven days this week!

2. Model how the
activity works.

Let’s move the clothespin to start our day. Now the day with the clothespin
onitis today.

Let’s count to see how many more days we have in school this week. (1, 2, 3.)
We have three more days of school this week. Then we have two home days.

3. Summarize today’s
learning.

Today we talked about how many school days we have this week until we
have two home days.

4. Expand the
learning.

[On a different day when children are starting to get familiar with the
routine:]

I added something new. What do you notice on our calendar?
Diego: There’s a picture of a paintbrush on that day.

Yes! This day is the day we always go to the art room. So the picture of the
paintbrush will help us remember to be ready. How many days until we go
to art?

Missy: Just one! It’s next after the one with the clothespin!

That's right. When you go home and go to sleep then come back to school in
the morning, it will be art day!
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Notes

In this routine, children will experience smaller sets of numbers within larger numbers—
that is, how numbers are composed (or put together) and decomposed (or taken apart).
Over time and with many experiences, children will start to see the relationships within
the numbers and how the larger number of five, a benchmark number, connects to other
numbers.

As you move through the school year, you can follow the children’s lead in expanding the
routine to include holidays, field trips, birthdays, and other events. You can invite
children to include special holidays and events from their family, and they will see that
real-life context reflected in the calendar. Some example conversations are:

I can’t wait to get some new books! How many days until we go to the library this week?
Lety: It’s three days from now.
How did you figure that out?

Lety: Here’s today [points to the day with the clothespin, and then points to the next three
days (1, 2, 3)]. I counted to find out!

This Friday is Cynthia’s birthday. We know today is Monday. How many days are there
until Cynthia’s birthday? Let's see ... count with me, 1, 2, 3, 4, four more days until
Cynthia’s birthday! Cynthia, how old will you be?

When creating your linear calendar, consider what your school building looks like and the
types of homes your children live in. There are many types of homes, and you want
children to be able to see their identities reflected and honored in the calendar, if
possible. You can have the children draw pictures of their homes and rotate them weekly.
You can take a picture of your school. Personalizing the calendar will provide meaningful
context for the math because the children will see their school and homes concretely. This
will help engage the children in the routine and support their social-emotional learning.

Use of numerals for dates at this point may be confusing as the numerals do not have any
units attached to them (for example, “4 of what?”). Because children are just beginning to
understand how a calendar works, days of the week are optional and numerals are not
needed. If days of the week are included, reinforce the natural pattern by connecting
them with a concrete event the children regularly experience that day. For example,
include a picture of the school library on Wednesday if the class goes to the library that
day every week. If Friday is always pizza day, include a picture of pizza on Friday.

Focus on just one week to start. Over time, as the children get used to the routine, you can
add another week, and then gradually add more weeks (and events) over time, as desired.
For more information see the section below.
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To challenge

e You can increase the range of the linear calendar, adding additional weeks, based on how
proficient your children are in other concepts related to number sense and magnitude.
Preschool classrooms may eventually work up to two weeks in the second half of the year,
and kindergarteners can work up to three or four weeks. To do this, you will need to
create additional calendar materials. An example conversation is below:

Next week, it’s Bidziil’s birthday. How many days are there until Bidziil’s birthday? Let's see
... there are three more days this week and then five next week until his birthday. Three
days and five more days makes, count withme, 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, eight more days until
Bidziil’s birthday! Bidziil, how old will you be?

o After doing the routine many times, children may be able to lead the activity.
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