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FAMILY AND CAREGIVER ACTIVITY

Educator Tips for Using Family

and Caregiver Activities

Families and caregivers can help reinforce the reading comprehension strategies their child is learning
at school through simple, fun activities at home. The family and caregiver activity sheets were
designed using recommendations from the What Works Clearinghouse Practice Guide, Improving

Reading Comprehension in Kindergarten Through 3rd Grade. This tipsheet for educators is designed
to provide you with ideas for how to help families and caregivers make the most out of the activities.

Family and Caregiver Activity Sheets

The family and caregiver activity sheets are directly aligned with one of the recommendations and
associated strategies in the Practice Guide (Recommendation 1: Teach students how to use reading
comprehension strategies). There are four activity sheets that highlight the following student reading
comprehension strategies from Recommendation 1: inferencing, summarizing/retelling, predicting,
and visualizing. There is also a general tip sheet for how to make reading fun.

Each activity sheet provides stand-alone activities that promote reading comprehension. The goal is to
provide families and caregivers with suggestions for strengthening their child’s reading comprehension
skills, building on activities they are already doing in their daily interactions with their children.

General Tips for Making the Most of the Family and Caregiver
Activity Sheets

The following tips will help you prepare, disseminate, support the use of, and follow up with families
and caregivers on the activity sheets.

Preparing the Activity Sheets
e Review the activity sheets and choose one or more that focuses on reading comprehension
strategies you have been working with students on in your classroom.

e Consider if you would like to share additional instructions or materials to align with your
specific curriculum or classroom instruction.

Disseminating the Activity Sheets

e Distribute the sheets as you have been distributing all materials to your students, whether in
hard copies or electronically. Each activity sheet has been formatted to be able to be printed
and provided directly to families and caregivers for them to use at home.

e If possible, ask your district to translate the documents, including any additional instructions
or materials you create, into the different languages of your students’ families or caregivers.

* Consider whether some students may also need the materials suggested for the activity, such as
magazines, books, paper, crayons, pencils.


https://ies.ed.gov/ncee/wwc/practiceguide/14
https://ies.ed.gov/ncee/wwc/practiceguide/14
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There may be other sites outside the home, such as childcare centers, community centers,
after-school programs, or tutoring programs, where the activity sheets could be used. To
the degree it is appropriate, provide copies of the activity sheets with or without additional
instructions to these groups as well.

In addition to the distribution process, offer ongoing communication with families and
caregivers to provide them with some additional supports—provided below—to make the sheets
useful and to follow up afterward.

Supporting Families and Caregivers in Using the Activity Sheets

Clarify with families and caregivers that these activity sheets are not required, but are
suggestions to incorporate reading comprehension activities into daily interactions with their
children.

Communicate to families and caregivers that these are fun activities that don’t require
specialized knowledge.

Encourage them to build on their own wealth of experiences and knowledge in implementing
the activity sheets.

With their permission, contact families and caregivers before, during, and after activities to
provide tips and encouragement, answer questions, and celebrate successes.

Follow-Up Activities

Invite families and caregivers to share with you particular successes to be celebrated together
with the students.

Ask families and caregivers for feedback about which activities worked well and which did not
work so well. If possible, strategize together (co-plan) additional activity sheets that may be
helpful and/or follow-up activities with their children.

Encourage families and caregivers to continue applying the strategies informally in their daily
activities with their children.

Adapted from Educator’s Guide for Family and Caregiver Activities for Teaching Academic Content and Literacy to English Learners in
Elementary and Middle School Practice Guide.


https://files.eric.ed.gov/fulltext/ED610478.pdf
https://files.eric.ed.gov/fulltext/ED610478.pdf
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