_ . Institute of
Regional Educational Laboratory West Education Sciences
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FAMILY AND CAREGIVER ACTIVITY

Making Reading Fun!

There are lots of ways we can help our children
understand the importance of reading and see
themselves as readers. Here are some activities you
can do throughout the week to engage them in the
joy of reading.

Help your child understand the
purpose and benefits of reading

Read the words you see in the world around
you: on road signs, on letters, in posters, logos
or labels.

| see a poster for a movie. It says ...

How much do these cookies cost?

Point out how you use words to get information What do the instructions say?

whether in the grocery store or when reading
at home.

Make sure your child gets to choose what they want to read

Ask your child what they want to read or learn about. Choose different types of books on
topics your child is interested in.

What would you like to read
about this week? Monkeys?
Space travel? Forests?...

What are you curious about? What
do you want to know more about?

At bedtime or other reading time, put books out for your child to choose what to read.

Which book would you like to
read tonight? Would you like to
read something new or something
we have read before?
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Support your child to see themselves as a successful reader

Recognize early reading behaviors such as
turning pages appropriately or using pictures
and pointing to words to tell a familiar story.

You turned that page at just the
right time! Thanks for reading that
book to me. I really enjoyed it.

Offer praise and support to your child as they
learn to read.

Great job sounding out that
word! Nice work getting through
that tricky part of the story.
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Give your child opportunities to read with family and friends

Find opportunities for your child to read with siblings, family members, neighbors, or friends.

Would you like your cousin to read
to you? Would you like to show your
grandpa how you are learning to

read? Maybe you and your friend can
take turns reading to each other?
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