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FAMILY AND CAREGIVER ACTIVITY

The Dog Ate My Sentence: Making Inferences About

What We Read

Talking with our children before, during, and after reading a book can help them to better understand
what they are reading. Your child may be learning ways they can think to themselves while reading,
called reading comprehension strategies, that experienced readers do as they read. Children need
to learn and practice using these strategies in order to use them naturally. In this activity, you will
practice a specific reading comprehension strategy.

For example, the inferencing strategy asks children to fill in gaps from what was not included in the
text to make sense of what they are reading.

Making inferences during and after reading helps children make meaning from
information that is missing from the text they read.

Here’s a fun way you can practice this strategy together!

Let’s get started!

Follow the steps below. See the following pages for additional supports. Learning Goal:
Children will learn and

Step 1: Introduce the culprit—a dog. practice inferencing
while reading or
or any other favorite animal that could be listening.
mischievous. Give it a name and describe how it )
likes to eat things, particularly words. Grades: Kindergarten
- 3rd grade
L
L
I

What you will need:
. e paper with simple
Step 2: Share a simple sentence that sentences written or
has a word missing! printed on it

Using the sticky notes, cover up a word or two on » sticky notes
the sentences (you can use the sample sentences on

the final page of this resource). Ask your child what * a book to read
the missing word is and how they knew that was together

the word. Point out how when you use what you

o already know from the sentence, you can figure out

what’s missing.

Use the sticky note and sentences to practice, giving your child a chance to take
out a missing word and ask you what the dog ate. Talk about how filling in what’s
missing helps to understand.
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Step 3: Read a book together.

Before reading, add sticky notes to cover where the dog ate some of the story.

~ While reading, pause to discuss what is missing and how to use what IS written
- - to help it make sense.

M

Types of text to use when practicing inferring

* Books or stories with descriptive words * News or magazine articles
* Legends, folk tales, or fairy tales e Cereal boxes
e Nursery rhymes, poems, or songs e Schoolwork

e A favorite story about a family member
or friend

Additional Suggestions and Supports

e Point out inferences in everyday activities by asking follow-up questions like, “How did you
know that?”

e Use sticky notes to cover longer phrases or whole sentences.

Check out these additional resources to support reading comprehension:

¢ Questions about stories

e Questions about informational text



https://ies.ed.gov/ncee/rel/regions/west/pdf/IES_FCA_1A_QuestionsAboutStories_English.pdf
https://ies.ed.gov/ncee/rel/regions/west/pdf/IES_FCA_1B_QuestionsInformationalText_English.pdf
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Making Inferences

Directions. Use these sentence strips to practice making inferences. Use the clues in the sentence to identify the missing word.

Sally walked to school with an because it was
raining. Q

Theif::j:)at the zoo were playing by swinging from
tree to tree.

Ruby made a face when she tried new food
because she didn’t like it.

On his birthday, Nolan opens @ and eats cake.

The car C’Jwvj)because the light was red.
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