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FAMILY AND CAREGIVER ACTIVITY

Text Detectives: Predicting What Comes Next

Talking with our children before, during, and after reading a book can help them to better understand 
what they are reading. Your child may be learning ways they can think to themselves while reading, 
called reading comprehension strategies, that experienced readers do as they read. Children need 
to learn and practice using these strategies in order to use them naturally. In this activity, you will 
practice a specific reading comprehension strategy. 

For example, the predicting strategy uses information we already know to make guesses about what 
might happen next. 

Using Predicting while reading helps children understand and remember what 
they read by linking what they already know to what they think will happen.

Here’s a fun way you can practice this strategy together!

Let’s get started!
Follow the steps below. See the following pages for additional supports.

Step 1: Make everyday predictions 
together about upcoming events, the 
weather, or daily activities you engage in. 

Start with making simple predictions while 
encouraging your child to explain why they’re 
making that prediction.  

For example, you could say, “Predict what will we 
do after dinner tonight.”

Step 2: Make note of the predictions. 

As your child offers a prediction, ask them to 
explain, “Why do you think we’ll do that?” 

You can also ask them about alternatives, such 
as, “What about going to school after dinner?” Jot 
down their predictions and call attention to their 
reasoning, “You knew it was Friday and we often 
play games on Friday nights.”

Learning Goal: 
Children will learn and 
practice predicting 
while reading or 
listening.

Grades: Kindergarten 
– 3rd grade

What you will need:

• a small notepad or 
paper with pencil

• a picture book or 
story

• an old pair of 
sunglasses or readers
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Step 3: Describe making predictions like a “text detective.” 

Pretend with your child that a text detective uses special glasses and notepad to 
make predictions about what will happen next. The glasses are to “see” things 
that nobody else notices and the notepad is to keep track of predictions.
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Step 4: Use predicting while reading together. 

As you read, pause to make predictions about what will happen next. After 
you finish reading, you can confirm which predictions were correct and which 
ones were wrong. 

Then, you can figure out who was the better Text Detective!

Types of text to use when practicing predicting
•	 Books or stories with descriptive words
•	 Legends, folk tales, or fairy tales
•	 Nursery rhymes, poems, or songs
•	 A favorite story about a family member  

or friend

•	 News or magazine articles
•	 Cereal boxes 
•	 Schoolwork

Additional Suggestions and Supports
Practice using predicting within other contexts, such as while watching a new TV program or 
movie together.

Check out these additional resources to support reading comprehension:

•	 Questions about stories
•	 Questions about informational text

https://ies.ed.gov/ncee/rel/regions/west/pdf/IES_FCA_1A_QuestionsAboutStories_English.pdf
https://ies.ed.gov/ncee/rel/regions/west/pdf/IES_FCA_1B_QuestionsInformationalText_English.pdf



