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FAMILY AND CAREGIVER ACTIVITY

Reading Reporters: Retelling What We Just Read

Talking with our children before, during, and after reading a book can help them to better understand 
what they are reading. Your child may be learning ways they can think to themselves while reading, 
called reading comprehension strategies, that experienced readers do as they read. Children need 
to learn and practice using these strategies in order to use them naturally. In this activity, you will 
practice a specific reading comprehension strategy. 

For example, the retelling strategy asks children to recount the main ideas from the book or story in 
their own words.  

Retelling after reading helps children identify key details of what they just read. 
Restating in their own words helps them to understand and remember what 
they read.

Here’s a fun way you can practice this strategy together!

Let’s get started!
Follow the steps below. See the following pages for additional supports. Learning Goal: 

Children will learn and 
practice retelling while 
reading or listening.

Grades: Kindergarten 
– 3rd grade

What you will need:

•	 a notepad or paper 
with pencil

•	 a funny story

•	 something to 
hold as a pretend 
microphone

•	 a short  
descriptive book

Step 1: Describe the role of a  
news reporter.

Describe what a news reporter does when 
reporting on the scene by giving out key facts of a 
big story. Share how it is important to find out the 
Who-What-Where-When-How-Why details.

Step 2: Make up a funny story together. 

Make up a funny story about something you’re 
doing together. For example, you could make up 
a story about making a favorite meal and how 
someone wanted to have ice cream instead. Keep 
adding details about who was involved, where it 
happened, and so on.
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Step 3: Talk about the key details together.

After you have finished creating your story, take on the role of the reporter and go 
back through the story asking about and “making notes” of the key details.  

“Think out loud” as you identify whether details are important or not. For 
example, “Hmmm, that’s interesting and seems important. I’ll make note.”

Step 4: Retell the story as a reporter in the field using props, 
like a pretend microphone. 

“This is Laurie Smith reporting live from the kitchen where it seems a mom was 
intent on making dinner until the kids had something different on their minds. 
Here’s what happened...”

Step 5: Retell after reading together. 

Say that you’re each going to report on the story of the book. Read it together 
while keeping the role of the reporter. After key details, pause and think aloud, 
“This is important, I’ll use it in my live report.”  

After reading the book, take turns retelling what happened in the story as the 
reporter, live and on the scene! 

Types of text to use when practicing retelling
•	 Books or stories with descriptive words
•	 Legends, folk tales, or fairy tales
•	 Nursery rhymes, poems, or songs
•	 A favorite story about a family member  

or friend

•	 News or magazine articles
•	 Cereal boxes 
•	 Schoolwork

Additional Suggestions and Supports
•	 Create live on-the-scene news reports by using a phone or camera. Take turns recording 

videos of live reports of fun stories or books. Practice adding as many details as you can.
•	 Use Who-What-Where-When-How-Why prompts. Using a paper to outline key details and 

simple questions to ask (see template on the next page). Practice identifying whether something 
is important or not-important.

Check out these additional resources to support reading comprehension:

•	 Questions about stories
•	 Questions about informational text

https://ies.ed.gov/ncee/rel/regions/west/pdf/IES_FCA_1A_QuestionsAboutStories_English.pdf
https://ies.ed.gov/ncee/rel/regions/west/pdf/IES_FCA_1B_QuestionsInformationalText_English.pdf
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Directions. Use these question cards to take notes and add details about the story. Review and underline important details or cross out 
unimportant details. 
 

WHO WHAT

WHERE WHEN

HOW WHY
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