
1

Regional Educational Laboratory West
Toolkit for Teaching K–3 Reading Comprehension

Module 1 Lesson Planning Tool1

Directions
The following tool is meant to help plan for creating an engaging and motivating context for teaching 
reading comprehension. The first page of the tool asks you to complete the following prompts: 

•	 How will you help students to discover the purpose and benefits of reading?
•	 How will you create opportunities for students to see themselves as successful readers and that 

they are all capable of engaging in intellectually challenging work?
•	 What choices will students have during the lesson?

Questions for Study Group

Guidance about what to consider with these prompts is provided below. The fourth page, Choosing 
High-Quality Texts, is a planner to help make notes about the text(s) you have selected to use in your 
lesson. You can re-use the fourth page with additional texts, as necessary.

How will you help students to discover the purpose and benefits of reading?

Things to consider as you respond to this prompt

In your lesson, is there room for you to model:

•	 How reading is important and relevant to our daily lives?
•	 The enjoyment that can come from reading?
•	 How reading can help us learn about our world?
•	 The ways that reading connects to your students’ interests (e.g., hands-on activities that 

connect with reading)?

In your lesson, is there room for your students to experience: 

•	 Books with themes that are relevant to their interests and lives?
•	 Hands-on and interactive activities that are integrated with reading?
•	 Reading as a part of the lesson AND a part of classroom life (e.g., reading posters in the room to 

support content in the lesson or information on classroom routines)?

1  Elements from this tool are incorporated into a more comprehensive Lesson Planning Tool, which is included with Modules 2, 3, and 4.
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How will you create opportunities for students to see themselves 
as successful readers and that they are all capable of engaging in 
intellectually challenging work?
Things to consider as you respond to this prompt

It is important for students to experience success when they put forth effort.

•	 How have you incorporated challenging yet attainable reading tasks into your lesson?
•	 How will you support students to be successful with these tasks?
•	 What questions can you ask to guide students if they are having difficulty with a task?

It is important for students to receive positive feedback and praise when they complete challenging 
tasks.

•	 Where might students benefit from specific praise in your lesson? 
•	 How will the feedback and praise differ by student?
•	 Is there room for students to set and/or achieve reading goals? How might this contribute to 

students’ identity as successful readers?

What choices will students have during the lesson?
Things to consider as you respond to this prompt

In your lesson, is there opportunity for your students to:

•	 Choose where they read in the classroom (for example: at their desk, in other seating 
throughout the room, in the classroom library, etc.)?

•	 Choose what they read? Can they select their book?
•	 Choose to whom they read (for example: to themselves, with a partner, to a stuffed friend, or 

to an audio recorder)?
•	 Choose how they respond to a text (for example: in writing, by drawing, a presentation format, etc.)?

Additional considerations: 

•	 Are your students younger? 
•	 Would they benefit from a limited set of specific choices?
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Lesson planning for establishing an engaging and motivating context in which to 
teach reading comprehension.

Classroom environment to support engagement:

•	 Help students discover the purpose and benefits of reading
•	 Create opportunities for students to see themselves as successful readers
•	 Give students reading choices

How will you help students to discover the purpose and benefits of reading?

How will you create opportunities for students to see themselves as successful readers who are capable 
of engaging in intellectually challenging work?

What choices will students have during the lesson?

Questions for Study Group
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Choosing High-Quality Texts

Text Title: 

Text Type: 
 Narrative  Informational

Genre:
 fiction/story  expository writing
 poetry  opinion/argument
 fables  news article

 biography

General Text Features Notes
 Strong organization of content

 Variation and richness in word choice and sentence structure

Narrative Text Features:

Rich content and ideas for:

 Plot

 Characters

 Dialogue

 Themes

 Style

 Strong literary merit

Informational Text Features:

 Rich content

 Accuracy

 Elaborate and engaging details

Informational Text Structure:

 Description  Problem & Solution   Cause & Effect

 Sequence     Compare & Contrast  Other:

What evidence of student learning could I collect?

Questions for Study Group
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