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Toolkit for Teaching K–3 Reading Comprehension

Tip Sheet

Phrases for a Motivating Classroom Environment

Express high expectations for 
students

I have high expectations for you.

I know you can do this (assignment/task/strategy).

I am excited to see what you can do with this (assignment/task/strategy).
Acknowledge challenges while 
encouraging students to try 
despite the challenge

This (assignment/task/strategy) may be challenging, but I know you can do 
this.

This (assignment/task/strategy) may be difficult at first. We will keep 
working at it until we get it.

That feeling you’re experiencing of (assignment/task/strategy) being hard 
is the feeling of your brain learning how to do it.

Encourage or  
celebrate persistence  

Keep trying, even when (reading/understanding/the word) is hard.

It’s hard work to ____. Sometimes we have to try over and over to get it 
right.

I appreciate how you didn’t give up when it was difficult.

Add “yet” or “still learning” 
with feelings of frustration to 
encourage persistence

When a student says, “I don’t know how to ____” turn it around with “You 
don’t know ____, yet. Keep trying!” or “You are still learning how to ____. 
Keep trying!”

Encourage persistence through 
elaboration 

Can you explain your thinking about ____?

How can you add more to your answer?

Let’s focus on improvement and see how we can elaborate on ____.
Emphasize next steps or other 
approaches that  
have worked

Keep trying to _____. If you are struggling with it, what else can you try to 
help you ____? What has worked for us before?

Emphasize repetition of 
success and learning  
from errors

Great job! The (graphic organizer) you made helped a lot. You should 
make another with the next book.

Way to go! Every time you ____, you get a little better at it.

Let’s see how we can learn from this (mistake) and try a  
different approach.

Use growth-oriented phrases The goal isn’t to (get it right/understand) immediately. The goal is to 
improve step by step.  

Let’s set a goal for ____ and see how we can improve each time we practice.
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