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Regional Educational Laboratory West
Toolkit for Teaching K–3 Reading Comprehension

Scavenger Hunt

This “Scavenger Hunt” template is for you and your students to set out on a quest around your 
classroom and school. You will go in search of various signs and text that communicates important 
information. By embarking on this adventure, your students can learn the importance of text in their 
environment and that reading is not only for learning and enjoyment, but also to get information about 
events, safety, or the best way to do something! 

This activity can be differentiated or modified according to the grade and to meet the unique needs, 
interests, and preferences of your students. 

Modify the examples of locations and types of text for your specific context and align locations with 
that day’s schedule to anticipate what your students may see that day. 

Complete any aspect of the chart, or several different ones, and have students search for the missing 
information. The examples below show how you can use this template in several ways.  

Provide students with the location and have them complete the remaining information.

Location What is it? What does it say? Why is this text 
useful?

Main Office Bulletin Board *OPEN HOUSE!
Please come join us for our school’s 
open house on September 28 at 5 
pm in the Main Gym*

Invitation provides 
information so that we know 
where, when, and what time 
to come

Provide students students with the text and have them find its location and why it is useful.

Location What is it? What does it say? Why is this text 
useful?

*OPEN HOUSE!
Please come join us for our school’s 
open house on September 28 at 5 
pm in the Main Gym*

Add pictures or clues to make it more challenging.

Location What is it? What does it say? Why is this text 
useful?
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Scavenger Hunt

Location What is it? What does it 
say?

Why is this text 
useful?

Main Office Parent and family announcements, 
upcoming events, afterschool 
interest sign-ups, bulletin board, 
news, names of administration, 
holiday or testing schedules, 
teacher room location

Classroom Subject area content posters, how-
to posters, products, handouts, 
letters, directions, (white)board 
text, student work, classroom jobs/
roles descriptions, student work, 
reading lists

Cafeteria Rules/instructions for line, daily/
monthly menus, food safety, 
balanced diet/meal posters

Nurse’s Office Health posters (for example, how 
to care for teeth, first aid/CPR 
instructions, in case of emergency)

Gym Equipment safety, exercise posters, 
how-to guides, score board,  
school teams

Hallway Safety rules, hallway names, 
directional and exit signs, classroom 
hall displays, student work, student 
recognition boards, book of the 
month, map and evacuation routes/
directions, posters

Library Rules, genres, blurbs about books, 
book club invitations or topics, 
directions to find specific books 
or topics in the library, posters of 
famous authors, top 10 book lists, 
bulletin boards, reading lists

Computers/ 
Technology

Rules, instructions on how to use 
computers, directions on how to 
search for things on the internet, 
school approved games and 
programs lists

Bathroom Posters, directions on how to wash 
your hands, dispensers
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Location What is it? What does it 
say?

Why is this text 
useful?

Art Room Labeled supplies and locations, 
how to do specific art techniques, 
posters of artists, art displays with 
descriptions of the artwork  
and artist

Science Lab Directions for experiments, warning 
signs, lab safety rules/attire, 
material labels, lab cautions,  
safety procedures

Music Posters about composers and 
musicians, types of instruments, 
songs, and lyrics
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Location What is it? What does it say? Why is this text 
useful?

Main Office Bulletin Board *OPEN HOUSE!

Please come join us for our school’s 
open house on September 28 at 5 pm 
in the Main Gym*

Invitation provides information 
so that we know where, when, 
and what time to come

Location What is it? What does it say? Why is this text 
useful?

*OPEN HOUSE!

Please come join us for our school’s 
open house on September 28 at 5 pm 
in the Main Gym*

Location What is it? What does it say? Why is this text 
useful?
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Scavenger Hunt

Location What is it? What does it 
say?

Why is this text 
useful?
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