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Oral Retelling Evidence of Learning Tool: Stories’

How to Use

The Oral Retelling Evidence of Learning Tool: Stories is a tool for capturing students’ use of

key text elements while orally retelling a narrative story. After instruction, teachers will listen to a
student’s retell and note which text elements were included and any additional notes. The tool can be
customized to modify or add any additional elements you want to gather evidence on.

Students can complete a story retelling individually with their teacher, or to a peer partner with the
teacher observing.

It may not be feasible for teachers to use this tool over a short period with every student in their

class. However, even when used with a sample of students, the data collected from this tool can help
guide future whole-class or small group instruction focused on the reading comprehension strategy of
summarizing and narrative text structure.

The oral retelling tool should reflect the narrative elements that you are emphasizing in your lessons.
When elements in your lessons are not listed, you can customize the tool by adding them to the page.
The tool is repeated twice on the following page for printing; cut at the dashed line.

* This tool was designed based on the recommendations in the What Works Clearinghouse (WWC) Practice Guide, Improving Reading
Comprehension in Kindergarten Through 3rd Grade and is consistent with Recommendation 2 from the guide.
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The main point of the story (theme)

Oral Retelling Evidence of Learning: Stories

Narrative Elements: The student included ...

Notes:

Main characters (orientation)

Setting (orientation)

The big problem (complication)

Sequence of important events (plot)

How the big problem was solved (resolution)

The main point of the story (theme)



	Main characters checkbox: Off
	Setting checkbox: Off
	Theme checkbox: Off
	Resolution checkbox: Off
	Plot checkbox: Off
	Name 2: 
	Name 1: 
	Main characters checkbox 2: Off
	Setting checkbox 2: Off
	Plot checkbox 2: Off
	Complication checkbox 2: Off
	Compliction checkbox: Off
	Resolution checkbox 2: Off
	Theme checkbox 2: Off
	Notes 2: 
	Notes: 


