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Question Prompts for Predicting

1. Look for clues
Help students identify clues from the text, such as pictures, to help them 
predict what might happen in the story. Questions you could ask:
What does this picture make you think of? 

What is (character) doing right now?

What do you see about where (character) is right now?

2. Activate prior knowledge
Encourage students to activate their prior knowledge, memory, or 
experience to predict what might happen in the story. Questions you 
could ask:

What does this remind you of? 

What do you already know about this (character/setting/event)?

What similar experiences have you had? 

3.  Make prediction
Help students make and record a prediction about what might happen in the story and provide 
evidence for why they think their prediction is correct. Questions you could ask:
With that in mind, what do you think might happen next? What makes you think so?

What might the character do because of what you noticed? What makes you think so?

With that in mind, what do you think it is? What makes you think so?

4.  Check prediction
Help students check the accuracy of their prediction, using the text to identify evidence that supports 
or contradicts their prediction, as the story continues. Questions you could ask:
Did you read anything in the text about (prediction)? 

Based on what we read, what did we learn about (character/setting/event)?  

Was your prediction correct, not correct, or we don’t know yet?

5.  Reflect on meaning
Help students connect how making predictions helps to think about the meaning of what was read. 
Questions you could ask:
What did we learn about (character/setting/event)?

How did what we already knew about (character/setting/event) help us understand what happened?




