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Category of Comprehension Sample Discussion Questions

Locate and Recall •	 What is the main idea of the story?
•	 What is the main idea of this section?
•	 Who are the main characters of the story?
•	 Where does the story take place?
•	 What happened first?
•	 How did the story end?

Integrate and Interpret

Sample Discussion Questions for Narrative Texts

•	 How did the main characters feel when they confronted 
[a specific challenge in the story]? Why did they feel  
that way?

•	 Why do you think Character X did [action in the story]?
•	 How did the actions of Character X differ from  

Character Y?
•	 How are Character X and Character Y different? How are 

they the same?
•	 How did the setting of the story influence the events?
•	 What if X had happened in the story? How would that 

have made things different for the main characters?
•	 What is an alternative ending to the story that would 

have also resolved the main problem in the story?

Critique and Evaluate •	 What do you think is the most important message in  
this story?

•	 How well did the author describe the characters?
•	 How realistic is the ending of the story?
•	 How well did the author communicate the lesson or 

theme of the story?
•	 What parts of the story were confusing? Why? How could 

the author have made that part easier to understand?
•	 If the authors asked you what they could have done 

differently in the story to make it more interesting, what 
would you tell them?

•	 If there was a sequel to this book, what would you 
suggest the author focus that book on?




