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Toolkit for Teaching K-3 Reading Comprehension

Question Prompts for Summarizing

1. Briefly describe the main points
of the story in your own words. Summarizing

1. Briefly describe the main points of the
story in your own words.

Help students retell the story in their own words.

Sentence prompts you could use: Questions to think about:

What happened in the
beginning?

In the beginning (key characters) were (doing what). What happened in the middle?

What happened at the end?

Next, a main event happened.

Then, something else happened. -

In the e nd, (hOW the S tOl’y ended)- 2. Reflect on how this helps you understand
the story.

2. Reflect on how this helps you understand the story.

Ask students how putting the story into their own words helped them understand what they
were reading.





